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March 22, 2019

Ta: NRA Audit Commities

From: Oliver L. Norh, NRA Presidem M

Richard R. Childress, NRA First Vice President
Carolyn D. Meadows, NRA Second Viee Prosiden

o« Aadocn.

REN

Re:  Brewer Anomeys & Counselors Engagoment Review

weo

Singe Mirch 2018, Boower Attoneys & Counselors bas billed the NRA far substantia! fees ungd expenses, and
has appatenthy acerued sigaificant addeional fees amd expenses swhich have ma vt been billed. 1o ensure that
the Auwdit Committer and it meebers hilfill their Gducian, shifgatons, amd afier comsultation wath Boand
Counscd. s have Taken specifie steps [ ensure poopsee @y iow of the Brewer frm s inscaioes  This roview 15
consistent with the cenplonce roview vonducted by Busser Anoraess & Counselogs ever e list yosr

Crivizn the magnitade of the fegal fees and oxputices tha the Bexwer I hax billed w the NRA over the past 10
mcnths, there apy guestions copgenung the ressonalilonss of these dharges. the doswwentation (o suppart tiese
ehargns, and the hasis b these expenshittiees. B is tmpontant for the NRA o raview these expendifuses o
ensune g they are sppropriate and reasonabebe,

Therelore, in accordanve with our Sduciary duties, ne are requasting tha the Adyy Commitiee oiflate an
outside, indepesdent maiow uf Brewer Altlarmevs & Counselors foos and oxpenies that the firm has bifled the
NRA  In seeordance with our fidusiary duties, we request that the putside eounsel selested w pettonn the
independent roview have appropriae xpectise o perform such a review, and that the outside vounsel be
selectod s comsultation with the Presidem and the First and Second Viee President. The purpase of oonducting
A oudside, independent revivw ol these supensiiures iy W spsure that sich servees sl Gy charyed e
rensonable wnd approgriate.

Given the need 1o [l our Gdweiary obligations, we are simultaneousty notifyving Me, Brewer that the NRA
itersds 1o conduet an ounide, independent revizw of Browar Atoraces & Coutselors Sees and expenscs, amd
wa apyreviate his couperation. We also are infornuag M Proser bat she DB needs 1o enhones the
dovimmentation of the scope al bis woth Sy the NEA dyoaph separte engagement fetters for cach mafter tha
the Browes fium o hamdbing for the NRA  This iepe of decumentation {8 pequared W comply with exiciing NRA
peticios and praedures for contmant revigs aad approval of engagements as er $TORDHL As veu Rnow. the
Brower fiom cuerently iy billing significan foes and expenses in the NRA o vk gl 3s ougside the weope of
its original engagement letter with the NRA,
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March 22, 2018

To:  NRA Audit Committas

From: (Miver L. North, NRA President M »
Richard R. Childresz, NIRRA First Yice Presidem
Carolyn ). Mcadows, NRA Second Vice President

Cheotpor ff : Nisdlsonn..

Re:  Brewer Attorneys & Counsetors Engagement Review

Sinee March 2018, Brower Attorneys & Counselops hus billed the NRA for substantial fees and expenses, and
has apparemly scerued significant additivnal foes and expenses swhich have nat yet been billed. 1o cusure thax
the Awdit Commitiee and its members fulfill thetr fidueiary obligations, and afler consuliativn with Board
Counsel. we have taken specific steps to ensure prope review of the Brewer firm's invoices,  This review is
consistent with e complignee revies conducted by Brewer Allorney s & Counselors over the lust pear

Given the magnilude of the lepal lies and expenses that the Brewer firm has billed to the NRA over the past 111
months. there are yuestions concerning the reasonableness of these charpes. the documentation 1o support these
charges., und the basis for these capendituies [y important for the NRA o restew these expenditures
ensuie that they are appropriate and reasonnble,

Therefore, in accerdange with our fiduciary duties. we are requesting thal, the Audit Committee initiale an
wutsade. independent review of Brewer Atomeys & L ounsetors fees and expenses that the Rrm has hilled the
NRA Iy ucvondiaee with our tiduciary dubies, we request that the nuiskde counsel selected to pertosm the
shdepernlent revies hase appropriate experise to perfinm such a resiew, and that the outside counset be
selevted an consultation with the President and the First and Second Vice President. The pupose ol conducting
an urside, independent review of these expenditurey is k ensure that such services and fees charged are
reasontable dnd sppropiisie

Given the reed to [utlil our fiducian obligations, we wre simultaneously notitying Mr. Brewer that thy NRA
intends 10 canduct an vutsile, independont review of Brewes Atorneys & Counselurs fees and expenses, aid
we dpprecime his conperation. We alsu are indorming Mr Brewer tan the NRA needs (0 enbunee the
docwmienLation of Ure scope ol Ivis work tor 1he NRA theough sepaaw engagement letters for each mater that
the Brewer firm is handlmg R the NRA  Lhis 1y pe of doctnsentating Is required 1o gamply wirth existing NRA
potivies aind pricedures Jor contract review and appros of of engagements over S100,000 - As vou know, the
BBrewer finn cugrently is bitling sipniticant fees and expenises 1o the NRA tor work that 13 outside the scupe ot
s vriginal engagement fetter with the NRA
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UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT
NORTHERN DI STRI CT OF TEXAS
DALLAS DI VI SI ON

I N RE:

NATI ONAL RI FLE

ASSOCI ATI ON OF AMERI CA
AND SEA G RT, LLC,

Case No.
21-30085- hdh-11

N N’ N’ N N N N N

Debt or s.

R R R I I b b b S S b b b b S b b b S S S b b SR TR IR R S S I b b b S S b b b S I S b b b b b b b S

REMOTE ORAL AND VI DEOCTAPED DEPOSI TI ON OF
WAYNE LAPI ERRE
VOLUME 2
IN H S I NDI VI DUAL CAPACI TY AND
AS CORPORATE REPRESENTATI VE OF
THE NATI ONAL RI FLE ASSQOCI ATI ON OF AMERI CA
MARCH 23, 2021
CONFI DENTI AL PURSUANT TO PROPOSED PROTECTI VE ORDER
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1
2
3
4
5

6
7
8

9

REMOTE ORAL AND VIDEOTAPED DEPOSITION OF WAYNE
LAPIERRE, produced as awitness at the instance of the
New York State Office of the Attorney General, and
duly sworn, was taken remotely in the above-styled
and numbered cause on the 23rd day of March, 2021, from
9:10am to5:53 pm, viaZoom, before Julie C
Brandt, RMR, CRR, and CSR in and for the State of Texas,
reported by machine shorthand, with the witness located
in Fairfax, Virginia, pursuant to the Federal Rules of

1
2

3

10

FOR THE WITNESS INDIVIDUALLY:
P Kent Correll
CORRELL LAW GROUP
250 Park Avenue, 7th Floor
New York, New York 10177
212 4753070
kent@correlllavgroup com

FOR THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK:
James Sheehan (Remote appearance)
Stephen Thompson (Remote appearance)
Y ael Fuchs (Remote appearance)
Sharon Sash (Remote appearance)
Monica Connell
OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE
STATE OF NEW YORK
28 Liberty Street, 18th Floor

Page 247

10 Civil Procedure and the provisions stated on the record 11 New York, New York 10005
11 or attached hereto 212 416 8401
12 james sheehan@ag ny gov
12 stephen thompson@ag ny gov
13
13 Jonathan Conley (Remote appearance)
14 14  NEW YORK STATE OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
The Capitol
15 15  Albany, New York 12224
212 416 8108
16 16  jonathan conley@ag ny gov
17
17 FOR THE OFFICE OF THE U S TRUSTEE:
18 18
LisaL Lambert (Remote appearance)
19 19 UNITED STATES TRUSTEE PROGRAM
1100 Commerce Street, Room 976
20 20 Dallas, Texas 75242
214 767 8967
21 21 lisal lambert@usdoj gov
22
22 FOR JOHN FRAZER:
23 3
Ellen Johnson (Remote appearance)
24 24  GAGE SPENCER & FLEMING LLP
410 Park Avenue
25 25  Floor 9
Page 246 Page 248
1 APPEARANCES 1 New York, New Y ork 10022-9492
2 FOR THE NEW YORK STATE OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: 212 768 4900
3 Eric Van Horn (Remote appearance) 2 i ohnson encer com
Jason Kathman (Remote appearance) 3 9 @gagesp
4 Gerrit Pronske (Remote appearance) .
SPENCER FANE LLP . FOR THE PEOPLE OF WASHINGTON, D C:
5 2200 Ross Avenue, Suite 4800 West .
Dallas, Texas 75201 Leonor Miranda
6 2147503610 5 OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF WASHINGTON, D C
ericvanhorn@spencerfane com 400 6th Street, NW
7 6  Washington, D C 20001
8 FOR THE OFFICIAL COMMITTEE OF UNSECURED CREDITORS: 202 727 3400
9  Scott Drake (Remote appearance) 7 leonor miranda@dc gov
Tim Carney (Remote appearance) 8
10 NORTON ROSE FULBRIGHT USLLP FOR THE HONORABLE PHILLIP JOURNEY:
2200 Ross Avenue, Suite 3600 9
11 Dallas, Texas 75201 }
214 855 8341 Jermaine Watson (Remote appearance)
12 soott drake@nortonrosefulbright com 10 BONDSELLIS EPPICH SCHAFER JONESLLP
13 420 Throckmorton Street, Suite 1000
FOR ACKERMAN MCQUEEN, INC : 11 Fort Worth, Texas 76102
14 817529 2724
Brian E Mason (Remote appearance) 12 jermaine watson@bondsellis com
15 G Michael Gruber (Remote appearance) 13
Joe Acosta (Remote appearance) FOR CHRISTOPHER COX:
16  ChristinaM Carroll (Remote appearance) 14
DORSEY & WHITNEY LLP ThomasM Buchanan (Remote appearance)
17 300 Crescent Court, Suite 400
Dallas, Texas 75201 15 WINSTON & STRAWN LLP
18 2149819970 1901L Street NW
mason brian@dorsey com 16  Washington, D C 20036
19  gruber mike@dorsey com 202 282 5787
20 17  tbuchanan@winston com
FOR THE NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA: 18
21 ALSO PRESENT:
Gregory E Garman 19
22 Dylan Ciciliano (Remote appearance)
GARMAN TURNER GORDON LLP gg ﬁk B”ger (Rem')t;appe?rance)
23 7521 Amigo Street, Suite 210 emy Economos (Remote appearance)
Las Vegas, Nevada 89119 22 Loring Hill _(Remote appearance)
24 702 777 3000 23 Dave Hamrick (Remote appearance)
ggarman@gtg legal 24 David MacGreevey (Remote appearance)
25 25  David Dell'Aquila (Remote appearance)
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1 AMc Exhibit 148 1-15-2021 email string
1 Rocky_ Marshall (Remote appearance) RABK onoaares - a0nes . 320
2  Melanie Montgomery (Remote appearance) | 2 .
=~ AMc Exhibit 11 Bylaws as amended Oct 20,
3 Kymberlee Milligan (Remote appearance) 3 2020 38
4 4 AMc Exhibit 109 National Rifle Association of
America Meeting of the Board
R A . 5 of DirectorsJan 7,2021 350
5 VIDEOG X PH ER i 6 AMc Exhibit 59 Statement by Emily Cummins on
6 DanReidy - Veritext Legal Solutions duly 15, 2019 383
7
7 AMc Exhibit 152 NRA 2017 Bud ]
lget Planning
8 8 October 6, 2016
NRA-AMc_00057337 - 57351 390
9
9 AMc Exhibit 70  April 22, 2019 letter to Mark
10 10 Dycio from Wayne LaPierre
11 AMc BR_002459 394
11
12 AMc Exhibit 74  Deposition transcript of
12 Oliver North, Dec 18,2019 402
13 13 AMc Exhibit 65 May 21, 2018 email from
Melanie Montgomery to Bill
14 14 Winkler, Subject: Offer 409
15 15 AMc Exhibit 90 NRA pressrelease Jan 15,
2021 NRA Leaves New York to
16 16 Reincorporate in Texas,
17 Announces New Strategic Plan 468
17
18 AMc Exhibit 76 NRA Leadership Quotes
18 2/17/2021 469
19 19 AMc Exhibit 128 NRA Board to Hold Emergency
Hearing Amid Bankruptcy
20 20 Turmoil, 3/13/2021 273
21 AMc Exhibit91 NRA Questions & Answers
21 2/17/2021 478
22
22 UCC Exhibit1  Jan 15, 2021 email from John
23 23 Frazer, subject: Announcement
24 from Wayne LaPierre 418
24
25 UCCExhibit2 Jan 15, 2021 Vendor Letter 423
25
Page 250 Page 252
1 INDEX 1 UCC Exhibit3  Omnibus Opposition to (1)
2 PAGE Ackerman McQueen, Inc.'s
Appearances 247 2 Motion to Dismiss the Chapter
3 Proceedings 254 11 Bankruptcy Petition, or,
4 WAYNE LAPIERRE - VOLUME 2 3 inthe a|ternaﬁve’ Motion
5  Examination Continued by Mr Sheehan 254 :
Examination by Mr Mason 310 for the Appointment of a
6  Examination by Mr Drake 416 4 Chapter 11 Trustee, (2) The
Examination by Mr Thompson 445 State of New York's Motion to
7  Further Examination by Mr Mason 462 5 Dismissor, in the
8 Signature and Changes 484 ; ;
Reporter's Certificate 486 dtemative, to Appoint
9 6 Chapter 11 Trustee, and (3)
10 DEPOSITION EXHIBITS IDENTIFIED the District of Columbia's
11 Exhibit7  National Rifle Association of 7 Motion to Appoint Chapter 11
America Statement of Financial Trustee 433
12 Affairs (SOFA) forNOO- | T
Individuals Filing for 8
13 Bankruptcy Form 207 258 9
14 Exhibit8 Resolution Formalizing Specia 10
Litigation Committee, Sept 10, 11
15 2020 266
16 Exhibit9  Official Form 201 Voluntary 12
Petition for Non-Individuals 13
17 Filing for Bankruptcy 273 14
18 Exhibit 10 CharityBuzz information about 15
Illusions Y acht 283
Exhibit 11  Notice of Intention to Take Ora 17
20 Deposition of Corporate 18
Representative(s) of the 19
21 National Rifle Association of
America 445 20
22 21
Exhibit 12 Jan 7, 2021 minutes of the 22
23 meeting of the board of 23
directors of the Nationa Rifle
24 Association 448 24
25 Exhibit 13 NRA Questions & Answers 456 25
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1 PROCEEDINGS

2 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: Good morning. We are
3 going on the record at 9:10 am. on Tuesday, March 23,

4 2021. Thisisday 2 of the video recorded deposition of

5 Wayne LaPierre.

6 Y ou may proceed, Counsel.

7 WAY NE LAPIERRE,

8 having been previously duly sworn and having confirmed

9 that heis Wayne LaPierre, testified further as follows:

10 MR. GARMAN: Jim, you're muted.

11 EXAMINATION CONTINUED

12 BY MR. SHEEHAN:

13 Q. Good morning, Mr. LaPierre.

14  A. Good morning.

15 Q. Youll recal from yesterday that you were --

16 that you swore an oath to tell the truth, the whole
17 truth and nothing but the truth. Do you recall that?
18 A. Ildo.

19 Q. Anddoyou agreeto continueto tell the

20 truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth?

21 A. | do.
22 Q. Excelent.
23 After your testimony yesterday, which was a

24 long day, isthere any of your testimony that thinking

25 back you believe isincorrect?
Page 254

1 Q. Okay. Andyour first payment to the Neligan
2 firmwasin January 2021?
3 A. I believethat would have been out of the
4 trust account. So whenever that was, that was made out
5 of the trust account. | don't know the exact date. It
6 would -- | just don't know the date, the first date it
7 was made out of the trust account.
8 Q. Okay. Wasanyone authorized to make payments
9 out of the trust account besides you at the NRA?
10 MR. GARMAN: Objection to form.
11  A. I think the -- the Brewer firm was offered --
12 authorized to make payments out of that trust account.
13 Q. (BY MR.SHEEHAN) Without consulting with you
14 A. To peoplethat we had retained, they were --
15 they were, yes.
16 Q. Soyouwould agree with methat if they were
17 not retained, the Brewer firm could not make payments
18 out of the trust account?
19 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form.
20 A. Wadl, weretained the Neligan firm, and the
21 money was set aside to make -- to make paymentsin
22 regards to the reorganization and reorganization
23 matters.

~J

1 A. Theonly thing | would add isin terms of who
2 knew about the fact that we were going to file for the
3 bankruptcy. Andrew Arulanandam in our PR department
4 aso was aware of that several days out.
5 Q. Sothat'slikethe 12th or the 13th of January
of 2021?

A. Itwasbeforethat. | think he was aware of
the possibility that we would do it probably aweek
before or something like that.

Q. SoJanuary 7th, January 8th?

A. After the board meeting, yeah, he was aware of

© 00N O

10

11

12 it.
13 Q. Didyoutel himyourself that there was a

14 possibility of bankruptcy?

15  A. |think wediscussed it, and | aso think he

16 discussed it with Travis with the Brewer firm, the PR

17 person with the Brewer firm.

18 Q. And apart from that -- that issue with respect

19 to Andrew Arulanandam was there any other part of your
20 testimony that you wanted to correct from yesterday?

21 A. No, | think that'sit.

22 Q. Now Mr. LaPierre, isit accurate that your

23 first contact with the Neligan firm was in January of

24 20212

25 A. That would be correct.
Page 255

24 Q. (BY MR.SHEEHAN) And that wasin January of
25 2021?
Page 256
1 MR. GARMAN: Objection to form.
2 A. I don't know the exact date that the trust

3 account was set up, but, | mean, | know that we
4 interviewed the Neligan firm down in Dallas after the --
5 during the board meeting weekend, | did along with the
6 SLC, and we agreed to retain them. And that's when that
7 took place.
8 Q. (BY MR.SHEEHAN) Andremind meagain. Did
9 you talk to any other law firm besides the Neligan firm
10 before you decided to retain the Neligan firm for the
11 bankruptcy proceedings?
12 MR. GARMAN: Objection to form.
13  A. No, I did not. They were recommended by the
14 Brewer firm and we interviewed them and we were all very
15 impressed with them and we agreed to retain them.
16 Q. (BY MR.SHEEHAN) Who wasthe "we" who
17 interviewed the Neligan firm?
18 A. CharlesCotton and WillesLee, and | believe
19 Carolyn Meadows was there also, although I'm not sure of
20 that. She may not have been.
21 Q. Didyoumake-- okay. Did you make any notes
22 or asummary of the conversation with the Neligan firm
23 before you hired them?
24 A. ldidnot. | satin on ameeting with them.

25 Q. Didanybody elsefrom the special litigation
Page 257
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1 committee do that, make a summary or notes of the

2 meeting?

3 MR. GARMAN: Objection to form.

4  A. I'mhonestly not sure. | know that | sat

5 there and listened to them, and they did a presentation,
6 they talked. And that'swhat | did.

7 Q. (BY MR. SHEEHAN) All right.

8 MR. SHEEHAN: Jonathan, can you mark

9 Exhibit 7? Thank you.

10 (Exhibit 7 marked.)

11 Q. (BY MR.SHEEHAN) So at this point we have
12 Exhibit 7. Could you pull up Exhibit 7, please?

13 MR. GARMAN: Yeah, one second. | don't
14 seeit.

15 THE REPORTER: It'sin the second day.

16 MR. GARMAN: Oh, | didn't see the date.

17 Sorry about that. Okay.

18 Okay. It'sup.

19 Q. (BY MR.SHEEHAN) All right. If you would

20 take -- thiswill -- do you know that thisis part of

21 the statement of financia affairs for the NRA that was
22 filed with the bankruptcy court in Texas?

23 A. ldidnot. | have not seen this.

24 Q. Ifyoulookatlinel, 2,3, 4, you'll see

25 under who was paid or who received the transfer, it says
Page 258

1 without your approval?
2 MR. GARMAN: Objection to form.
3 A. Thatisa--ismoreof alegal issue. |
4 don't know whether they would or not. | know they -- |
5 know they were going to be working with people to
prepare for the reorganization, and | just did not get
involved in the specifics of who they were working with
to prepare for the reorganization. | knew they were
retaining some people to work on the reorganization. |
did not know -- | did not meet the Neligan firm until,
as| said, down in Dalasin January.

Q. (BY MR. SHEEHAN) Did the NRA retain the
Neligan firm on or before December 3, 2020 to represent

© 00N O

10
11
12
13

14 them in anything?

15 MR. GARMAN: Objection to form.

16 Go ahead.

17 A. Not that I'm aware of.

18 Q. (BY MR.SHEEHAN) Okay. Did you have any
19 discussions with the special litigation committee about

20 retaining the Neligan firm before January of 20217

21 A. Thediscussions | had with the special

22 litigation committee were in Dallas when we -- we met
23 the Neligan firm and interviewed them. And | think |
24 had heard the name Neligan firm tossed around. | think

25 the SLC had heard the name Neligan firm, but | had not
Page 260

1 Neligan, LLP. Doyou seethat?

2 A. | doseethat.

3 Q. Andthenif youlook across date of payment,

4 it says December 3, 2020. Do you see that?

5 A. ldo.

6 Q. Doyouknow whether Neligan was paid on

7 December 3, 2020, $350,000?

8 A. ldon't. I'mnotaware of that.

9 Q. Youll seeinthefootnotesto that Neligan,
10 LLP statement, this payment was made out of funds
11 transferred to Brewer, Attorneys & Counselors by the NRA
12 for payment of third party expenses. Do you see that?
13 A. | doseethat.
14 Q. Did you authorize the Brewer firm to pay
15 Neligan in December of 2020?

16 MR. GARMAN: Objection to form.
17 Go ahead.
18  A. | knew that the trust account was going to be

19 used to -- in terms of mattersinvolving the

20 reorganization, but | did not -- and that would be

21 managed by the Brewer firm, that trust account, but |

22 don't -- | don't think | was -- | don't think | was

23 aware of that payment at that point.

24 Q. (BY MR.SHEEHAN) To your knowledge, did the

25 Brewer firm have the authority to retain outside counsel
Page 259

1 met them and we hadn't interviewed them until then.
2 Q. Doyouknow if there was aretainer agreement
3 between the NRA and the Neligan firm before January of
4 20212
5 A. ldon't.
6 Q. Who hasto sign off at the NRA to retain
7 outside counsel?
8 A. Thegeneral counsel would. Thetreasurer
9 would. | don't know whether in this particular
10 instance, where we had atrust set aside for the Brewer
11 firm to retain people, that -- that it would be
12 necessary in terms of reorganization. It required
13 confidentiality. | don't know whether that would --
14 would come under an exception to that.
15 | mean, the trust fund was set up so the
16 Brewer firm could retain certain peoplein regard to the
17 reorganization. That was the purpose of it.
18 Q. Sowhen you gave $5 million to the Brewer firm
19 for trust account, what were the terms of the payment to
20 thetrust account?

21 MR. GARMAN: Objection to form.
22 Go ahead.
23 A. That the Brewer firm | know would keep an

24 accounting of it that would be available for the NRA

25 to -- it would be disclosed to the NRA.
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1 Q. (BY MR. SHEEHAN) Wasthere complete
2 discretion on the Brewer firm to spend the money in the
3 trust account on whatever they believed was appropriate?
4 MR. GARMAN: Objection to form.
5 A. Ithink the Brewer firm had -- had discretion
6 intermsof -- in terms of managing thisissue, in terms
7 of to retain peoplein regard to the reorganization
8 and --
9 Q. (BY MR.SHEEHAN) Who --
10 A. --inaconfidentia way.
11 Q. Confidentia from whom?
12 A. Wadll, confidential becauseit -- obviously, we
13 did not want any of thisleaked, so this seemed to be a
14 way to -- to facilitate the purpose of the objective of
15 setting aside some dollars so that it would be available
16 for retention of people, if needed, on areorganization
17 and in aconfidential way.
18 Q. Soyougave-- you, the NRA, gave complete
19 discretion to the Brewer firm to decide how to spend
20 that $5 million in the trust account. |sthat accurate?

21 MR. GARMAN: Objection to form of the
22 question.
23  A. No. They would -- they agreed to keep track

24 and provide -- provide accounting of it in terms of

1 MR. CORRELL: ThisisKent Correll.
2 Objection to the form.
3 A. I'mnot aware of -- it would be people needed
4 toline up ateam in terms of a reorganization, whether
5 it was the restructuring officer, whether it was --
6 whatever team needed to be put together in terms of
7 resources, they -- that fund was set aside to be used to
8 help retain that team.
9 Q. (BY MR.SHEEHAN) Understood, but did you ever
10 get areport from the Brewer firm describing what
11 expenditures were made out of that escrow account, that
12 trust account until today?
13 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form.
14 MR. CORRELL: Yeah, and thisis Kent
15 Correll. | think you're beginning to go get into an
16 areawhere you're asking for communications between --
17 MR. SHEEHAN: I'm asking for the hills,
18 but if that's an objection, please put the objection on
19 the record.
20 MR. CORRELL: Theobjectionisthat I'm
21 cautioning you that you're asking questions that appear
22 to bedesigned to --
23 MR. SHEEHAN: Thisisaspeaking
24 objection. Please make your objection for the record.

25 where the money -- where the money ended up being spent.| 25 MR. CORRELL: You're now interrupting me.
Page 262 Page 264
1 Q. (BY MR.SHEEHAN) So | understand -- | 1 MR. SHEEHAN: Because you're not
2 understand that they would report back to you once they 2 participating appropriately.
3 had spent it, but before they spent the money that was 3 MR. CORRELL: | amacounsel. You have
4 inthetrust account, did they have to get approval from 4 tolet me speak, sir.
5 anybody at the NRA? 5 My concern is that you are attempting to

6 A. Ithink they had -- they had a significant
7 amount of trust placed in them that they would take the
8 appropriate steps to retain the people that were needed
9 in terms of the reorganization.
10 Q. Soisitfair to say, Mr. LaPierre, that you
11 and your special litigation committee delegated to an
12 outside organization the ability to spend $5 millionin
13 charitable funds, period -- question mark?

14 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
15 question.
16 A. We--wesetaside5 millioninatrust to be

17 used in -- NRA did -- in regard to reorganization

18 matters that was managed by the reorganization firm,

19 that's correct.

20 Q. (BY MR.SHEEHAN) When did you find out that
21 the Neligan firm got $350,000 in December 20207

22 A. Youjust showed it to meright here,

23 Mr. Sheehan.

24 Q. Allright. What else did the Brewer firm

25 spend money on out of that trust account?
Page 263

6 invade aprivilege, and | am trying to ascertain how far
7 you intend to go with thisline of questioning. Now if
8 you can please tell me how far you intend to go, | can
9 make an assessment as to whether or not to direct my
10 client not to answer any further questions. Please.
11 Q. (BY MR.SHEEHAN) Mr. LaPierre, when did you
12 give an accounting, if ever, from the Brewer firm
13 concerning the money that was spent from the trust
14 account of $5 million that you authorized for them?
15 MR. CORRELL: | am going to object on the
16 grounds that your question appears to be designed to
17 ©licit confidential, attorney/client communications.
18 And | am going to instruct the witness not to answer to
19 the extent that his answer would require him to revea
20 any strategy -- any legal strategy or any legal advice
21 hewas seeking or obtaining from Brewer -- the Brewer
22 firm.
23 Q. (BY MR. SHEEHAN) Mr. LaPierre?
24 MR. CORRELL: If you can answer the

25 question without revealing any communications regarding
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strategy, then please go ahead.

A. Waéll, | have not -- | have not received an
accounting of funds spent out of that -- that trust
fund.

Q. (BY MR. SHEEHAN) Thank you, Mr. LaPierre.

Has anybody €lse, to your knowledge, at the
NRA received an accounting of the funds spent out
trust fund?
A. | don't know whether Mr. Frazer has or

of the

Mr. Spray has. | mean, Mr. Frazer is the one that would
receive all the Brewer hills, and | don't know whether

he has or not, Mr. Sheehan.
Q. Thank you, Mr. LaPierre.
A. Yes, sir.
MR. SHEEHAN: Could we go just off th
record -- not off the record.
Q. (BY MR. SHEEHAN) Mr. LaPierre, were
up Exhibit 8.
(Exhibit 8 marked.)
Q. (BY MR. SHEEHAN) Do you havethat?
MR. GARMAN: It'sstill refreshing. We
haveit.
Q. (BY MR. SHEEHAN) Mr. LaPierre, could
identify Exhibit 8, please?
A. WHdll, | -- | wasn'tintheroom, so | am

e

pulling

you

Page 266

1 determine what the scope of authority of the special
2 litigation committee was before the January board
3 meeting?
4 MR. GARMAN: Object to the form of the
5 question.
6 A. Whatl wasadvised by -- by --
7 MR. GARMAN: Whoa. Whoa. Okay. If
8 you're about to say counsel, | am going to object and
9 instruct you not to revea the contents of your
10 communications with your attorneys.
11 Q. (BY MR.SHEEHAN) Let'sgo back and try to do
12 that without the counsel issue.
13 Y ou had an understanding, am | correct, that
14 the special litigation committee was to oversee the
15 litigation with the attorney general's office. Isthat
16 correct?
17 A. Yes, dir, because John Frazer was named as a
18 defendant, | was named as a defendant; therefore, we
19 could no longer manage the litigation. So the special
20 litigation committee was created to manage the
21 litigation working with the attorneys.
22 Q. Okay. Now it describesin the -- in this
23 document, which you can't identify whether it is, in
24 fact, aresolution of the NRA -- right? You can't --

25 sitting here today, you can't tell me whether thisis,
Page 268
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speculating on this, but --

MR. GARMAN: [ don't think there'sa
question pending.

THE WITNESS: Okay.

Q. (BY MR. SHEEHAN) Mr. LaPierre, canyou

identify Exhibit 8?

A. It appearsto be aresolution of the board of
directors making -- making the special litigation
committee an official committee of the board of
directors.

Q. Do you know if the board passed this
resolution?

A. | --1wasnotin that session, Mr. Sheehan,

formally made the special litigation committee an
powers of the board.

Q. Canyou tell from looking at this document
whether thisis the resolution which was passed in

20207
A. I'mnot sure because | -- | was not in the
room when this was passed, so I'm not sure.

14 when thiswastaken up. | believe they did. Tothe
15 best of my knowledge, at that January meeting the board

17 officia committee of the board of directors with the

21 January or isit something from earlier in the year in

Q. How did you, asthe executive VP of the NRA,

Page 267

1 infact, aresolution of the NRA board?
2 MR. GARMAN: Objection to form.
3 A. Yes. Yes, dir, that's correct.
4 Q. (BY MR.SHEEHAN) Okay. But it talksabout in
5 this document that there's a determination that
6 Mr. Charles Cotton was independent, is that correct,
7 from this document?
8 MR. GARMAN: Objection to form.
9 Q. (BY MR.SHEEHAN) Look at the third paragraph.
10 It says each of whom has been determined to be
11 independent.
12 MR. GARMAN: Objection to form.
13 Q. (BY MR.SHEEHAN) Do you seethat line?
14  A. Yes | doseethat. Each of whom has been
15 determined to be independent and disinterested in all
16 relevant aspects of their service -- yes, | see that.
17 Q. (BY MR.SHEEHAN) Did -- to your knowledge,
18 did the NRA ever make a determination that Carolyn
19 Meadows, Charles Cotton and Willes Lee were independent
20 and disinterested in all respects relevant to their
21 service on the special litigation committee?
22 MR. GARMAN: Objection, go ahead.
23  A. | believethey made that determination, and
24 that's why they were designated to be on the special

25 litigation committee, is they were independent.
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1 Q. (BY MR. SHEEHAN) Who of -- who on the NRA

2 made that determination that they were independent?

3 A. Wadll, they werethe -- they were the

4 officers -- the three officers of the association. And

5 when it was -- | think it naturally flowed to them, and

6 | think they had discussions probably with -- with our

7 counsels, and | know that | was -- | was aware of the

8 fact that they were going to be the special litigation

9 committee as officers.
10 Q. Okay. With respect to the -- and again, you
11 don't know where this document came from or what it's
12 authority is, but wasit your understanding that the
13 special litigation committee was to exercise corporate
14 authority on behalf of the NRA with respect to the
15 attorney general's case against the NRA and the District
16 of Columbia case against the NRA?

17 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
18 question.
19 A. Yes. |--1 could not supervise that

20 legidation (sic). John Frazer could no longer

21 supervise that legislation or be involved in any of the
22 management of it. And it wasturned over to the special
23 litigation committee to work with the -- with legal

24 counsel in terms of the management of that litigation.

25 And | have not been on, nor has John Frazer been on, any
Page 270

1 which waskind of viewed as -- as -- | guess part of the

2 flow of what was happening in New Y ork, but it was also
3 part of adifferent future to facilitate a merger into a

4 place with amore favorable legal and where NRA could be
5 treated morefairly. So they decided that -- | mean,

6 that my office needed to be involved with that.

7 Q. Inyour view, Mr. LaPierre, did the special

8 litigation committee have responsibility for overseeing

9 the decision to file this bankruptcy proceeding?

10 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
11 question.
12 A. Wadll, the decision to file was made by -- |

13 made it in consultation with -- with the SLC and in

14 terms of the actual decision, let's go, let's do this.

15 Q. (BY MR.SHEEHAN) Did you -- in your opinion,
16 though, was the -- was this subject in which the special
17 litigation committee as a special litigation committee
18 had responsibility for making decisions?

19 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
20 question, callsfor alegal conclusion.

21 A. |think they had a-- | clearly think they had

22 aroleinit, and | clearly think | had aroleinitin

23 terms of my -- my role at the NRA. It was -- it was

24 that significant of a matter.

25 MR. SHEEHAN: Jon, could you pull up the
Page 272

1 of the phone calls or discussions since that -- since it
2 wasformed.
3 Q. (BY MR. SHEEHAN) Okay. Andyou'l seethe
4 next -- on Roman numeral iv, it aso includes any
5 additional legal proceedings arising from the same
6 facts, circumstances or allegations as the foregoing,
7 wherein the potential for an actual or apparent conflict
8 of interest favors recusal by one or more NRA
9 executives.
10 So in your opinion, does the bankruptcy
11 raise, does the bankruptcy filing by the NRA, an
12 additional legal proceeding arising from the same facts,
13 circumstances, or allegations as the two attorney
14 general suits?

15 MR. GARMAN: Objection to form. That's
16 the ultimate legal question for this case.

17 Q. (BY MR. SHEEHAN) Mr. LaPierre?

18 A. I'mlookingat it. | just-- as-- I'm not an

19 attorney. | just-- as| said before, | mean, John

20 Frazer stepped aside in terms of dealing with -- with
21 the special litigation committee in regards to the

22 Chapter 11. It wasfelt because of my position that on
23 that specific issue, the -- the executive vice

24 president's office needed to be -- needed to be involved

25 in that specific matter in terms of the Chapter 11,
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1 next exhibit, please?

2 A. Becausethe board had delegated me at the

3 board meeting, the -- to my office, the authority to

4 reorganize, which is where the delegation cameto -- to

5 have meinvolved in it in terms of the executive VP's

6 office.

7 As| said, if they had not delegated that

8 authority at that board meeting, | don't think | would

9 have -- | would have proceeded with this. | don't know
10 whether the SLC on its own would have proceeded or not,
11 but | would not have had not they made that delegation
12 of authority.

13 Q. (BY MR.SHEEHAN) At this point can we pull up
14 Exhibit 9?

15 (Exhibit 9 marked.)

16 MR. GARMAN: We haveit.

17 Q. (BY MR.SHEEHAN) All right. Mr. LaPierre,

18 can you identify Exhibit 9, please?

19 A. I'msorry. Werelooking at it, Mr. Sheehan.
20 Q. Okay. Can you identify the document, please?
21 A. Yeah, it isthe document for filing

22 bankruptcy.

23 Q. Andit'saso aresolution on the board of

24 directors of the NRA?

25 MR. GARMAN: He hasn't looked at the
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1 entire document. Give us a second.
2 A. No, | -- yeah, that's the resolution -- yes,
3 dir, that's the resol ution that the board passed
4 delegating to the executive vice president office the
5 authority to reorganize the -- the association, and
6 that's the authority under which my office anyway
7 operated in terms of filing the bankruptcy petition
8 along with the SLC.
9 Q. (BY MR.SHEEHAN) All right. Soisthis
10 document, Exhibit 9, isthis aresolution of the board
11 of directors?
12 MR. GARMAN: Take your time and read the
13 document to the extent you need to.
14  A. Yesh, | believethat isthe resolution of the
15 board of directors that they passed.
16 Q. (BY MR.SHEEHAN) And if you look down, you'll
17 seethat it cites -- when you say thisis aresolution
18 they passed, are you just talking about the fourth
19 whereas clause or are you talking about the entire
20 document?
21 A. I'mtalking about the whereas clause. Asl
22 said, | wasn't in the room when they -- when they passed
23 this or when the discussions occurred. It -- | know
24 that they passed the contract we talked about yesterday,

25 and then they passed the resolution delegating to the
Page 274

1 take afive-minute break.
2 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: Off therecord, the
3 timeonthevideois9:45am.
4 (Break from 9:45 am. to 9:51 am.)
5 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We're back on the
6 record. Thetime onthevideois9:51am.
7 Q. (BY MR.SHEEHAN) All right. Mr. LaPierre,
8 when we broke, you were looking at the resolution
9 authorizing Chapter 11 reorganization and related
10 retention of counsel. And do you have that document in
11 front of you now?

12 A. Ido.
13 Q. Doyou know who wrote this document?
14  A. | --1assumeit waswritten either by

15 bankruptcy counsel or by -- by legal counsel from the --
16 from the Brewer firm.

17 MR. GARMAN: I'm going to instruct you

18 not to speculate if you don't know the answer.

19  A. Idon't know specifically who wroteit.

20 Q. (BY MR. SHEEHAN) Whose resolution isit?
21 MR. GARMAN: Objection to form.

22 A. Itlooks--it--itlooksto be afiling of

23 the bankruptcy proposal, but it contains language from a

24 resolution passed by our board of directors, but then |

25 believe it contains additional language that was
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1 executive VP's office the ability to reorganize the
2 association.

3 Q So--
4 A. Andl believethat --
5 Q. Soyou believe this entire Exhibit 9 -- and |

6 want to be clear here. You believe that Exhibit 9in
7 itsentirety was approved by the board of directors of
8 the NRA?
9 A. Wdl, I --again, | was-- | know that what
10 the board of directors passed was a specific resolution
11 authorizing the EV P the authority to reorganize the
12 association, and | know the board passed a resolution
13 making the special litigation committee an official
14 committee of the board of directors with the power of
15 the board of directors.

16 Q. Sowhenl look at Exhibit 9, whose resolution
17 isit, the entirety of the document?

18 A. Theentirety of the document? It --

19 MR. GARMAN: Take sometimeto look at
20 this.

21 Counsel, he hasn't read the entire document

22 yet, so we're going to take the time to have him read
23 the whole thing.
24 MR. SHEEHAN: Let's go off the record anc

25 let him read the document and then come back. Let's
Page 275

inserted in there also by -- by counsel.
Q. (BY MR. SHEEHAN) | am looking at the page 5
of 16, which is the exhibit here, and page 6. And then
it says -- if you look at the bottom of the page,
Mr. LaPierre, that | have it says -- can you seeit?
MR. GARMAN: Which page, 5 or 6?
MR. SHEEHAN: 5.
Q. (BY MR. SHEEHAN) And you see at the bottom
that it says "Now, therefore, be it"?
MR. GARMAN: No, that's not on page 5.
MR. SHEEHAN: Jonathan, what do you

© 00N O WN PR

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

think?

Q. (BY MR. SHEEHAN) Mr. LaPierre, do you seethe
resolution authorizing Chapter 11 reorganization related
retention of counsdl, first page?

A. Theresolution authorizing retention of
counsel on thefirst page? Yes, | do seethat.

Q. Resolution authorizing Chapter 11
reorganization --

20  A. Yes s, | seeit.

21 Q. Okay. Look at the very bottom of that page.
22 Do you see what the last lineis?

23 A. ldo. | doseethat line.

124 Q. Andit says-- it says would advance the best

25 interest -- let me go back a second.
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1 It says "Now, therefore, beit." Do you see
2 that?
3 A. Yes, | doseeit.
4 Q. Okay. And then the next page on the version
5 that | haveisblank. Isit blank on your version, too?
6 MR. GARMAN: No, it isnot blank.
7 A. No,anditgoeson. Resolved that
8 commencement of a Chapter 11 reorganization proceeding
9 inthe United States --
10 (Reporter clarification.)
11  A. There'sadditional three paragraphs that go
12 on.
13 Q. (BY MR.SHEEHAN) Were the three paragraphsin

14 the document before you signed it?

15 MR. GARMAN: Sorry, Counsel, you were
16 muted for half that question.

17 Q. (BY MR.SHEEHAN) Okay. Mr. LaPierre, the
18 document that you signed, did it include those three

19 revolved paragraphs?

20 A. Ibdieveitdid.

21 Q. If youlook at the next page after the

22 resolution authorizing Chapter 11 reorganization, the
23 onethat | have with your signature on it does not have

put together by the -- by the attorneys that prepared
the document for the filing.

Q. Sotherewas no -- was there any formal
resolution with respect to the commencement of the
Chapter 11 reorganization or retaining Neligan or
retaining Brewer?

MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
question.

A. | know there was a meeting that we had in
Dallas with the Neligan firm in terms of retaining them,
and | know that we had humerous discussions with the
special litigation committee in terms of doing all of
this. | -- | don't know whether there was aformal
resolution in terms of -- | mean, | -- this one right
hereis signed by me; it's not signed by Carolyn
Meadows, Charles Cotton.

MR. GARMAN: No, no, no, no, Sir --
MR. SHEEHAN: If | could, Mr. -- (audio
unclear.)

A. Yeah, they signedit. So that would -- that
would substantiate my recollection that the -- al -- we
had all of usdiscussthat all of usagreedto doit,
and we did -- we made the decision to do it together.

24 thosethreeresolutions. Isthat -- isthat accurate? 24 Q. (BY MR. SHEEHAN) Asthe committee of the
25 MR. GARMAN: No. The exhibit you putin 25 board, does the specid litigation committee keep
Page 278 Page 280
1 front of him does. 1 minutes of its activities?
2 MR. SHEEHAN: Okay. 2 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
3 MR. GARMAN: And Counsdl, I'll point out 3 question.
4 for therecord, it's the file stamped version from the 4 A. | honestly am not sure of that because |
5 Court's docket. 5 haven't been involved with -- you'd have to -- you'd
6 Q. (BY MR.SHEEHAN) All right. When it says 6 have to ask them, Mr. Sheehan.
7 resolved, isthat resolution -- the three "resolves' 7 Q. (BY MR. SHEEHAN) Isthere anyone who staffs
8 that are on that page after your signature page, are 8 the activities of the special litigation committee who
9 they the resolutions of the special litigation committee 9 isan employee of the NRA?
10 or you or both? 10 A. Isthereanyone staff that is an employee of
11 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the 11 the specidl litigation committee with --
12 question. Counsel, they're before his signature, not 12 Q. No, let metry again.
13 after. 13 Isthere anyone who is an employee of the NRA
14 MR. SHEEHAN: Okay. So my co-counsel 14 who staffs the work of the special litigation committee?
15 tells me that the printer missorted the pages, so thank 15 MR. GARMAN: Objection to form.
16 you for that. 16 Go ahead.
17 Q. (BY MR.SHEEHAN) But if you look at thethree | 17  A. Not -- not specifically. | think -- | think
18 "resolves" in this document -- 18 Vanessa Shahidi has worked in terms of facilitating some
19 A. Yes 19 of the matters from the attorneys, at least one of the
20 Q. Whoseresolutions were those? 20 matters with the attorneys with the special litigation
21 A. | think they were resolutions, the way the 21 committee. | am not aware of anyone else that staffs

22 wording was, in terms of the filing for the bankruptcy.
23 Those were not resolutions of our board of directors.
24 Q. Okay. Sowho resolved -- I'm sorry, go ahead.

25 A. | smply believeit's the way the wording was
Page 279

22
23
24
25

the -- | know Andrew Arulanandam in our -- head of our
public affairs, works with the special litigation
committee in terms of some communication matters.

Q. (BY MR. SHEEHAN) In generd, the corporate
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1 secretary is responsible for maintaining the books and
2 records of the corporation with respect to minutes.

3 Correct?

4  A. That would be correct.

5 Q. Butinthiscase, he was recused from the

6 speciadl litigation committee activities by the

7 resolution of the board of directors. Correct?

8 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
9 question.
10 A. Wadll, by -- by himself, who -- because of the

11 legal situation, took him out of -- he took himself out

12 of issuesinvolving the special litigation committee.

13 Q. (BY MR.SHEEHAN) So was there somebody else
14 inthe -- in the corporate secretary or corporate

15 counsel's office who had the responsibility of

16 determining what minutes should be kept and where they
17 would be kept?

1 A. Therewere-- aswe've discussed before, there
2 were, | think, two or three or four staff people there,
3 and there was -- and there was a cook.
4 Q. (BY MR. SHEEHAN) And was the boat when you
5 received -- the ship when you received use of it, was it
6 fully stocked with fuel and food?
7 MR. CORRELL: ThisisKent Correll.
8 Objection to the form.
9 A. Yes | believeit had fuel onitand | believe
10 it had food.
11 Q. (BY MR.SHEEHAN) And did it come with four en
12 suite staterooms?
13  A. Itdid comewith severa staterooms.
14 Q. Anddidit comewith ahydraulic
15 state-of-the-art swim platform?
16 A. I'mnot sure exactly what a state-of-the-art
17 hydraulic swim platform is, but it -- it may have,

18 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form. 18 depending on what that term means.
19 Go ahead and answer. 19 Q. Okay. Didit comewith a16-foot jet boat?
20  A. Idon't know the answer to that. You would 20 A. Occasionaly therewas a-- was ajet boat
21 need to ask the specid litigation committee if they 21 there.
22 worked with anyone on minutes. | simply don't know the |22 Q. Didyou have use of the jet boat?
23 answer. 23  A. Occasiondly, yes.
24 Q. (BY MR. SHEEHAN) Okay. 24 Q. Didit comewith two Sea-Doo WaveRunners?
25 MR. SHEEHAN: Could we go to the next 25 A. Yes, there were two WaveRunners on that boat.
Page 282 Page 284
1 exhibit, please, Jonathan? 1 Q. Okay. The-- before accepting the use of this
2 (Exhibit 10 marked.) 2 boat for aweek at atime, did you advise Mr. Frazer
3 Q. (BY MR.SHEEHAN) Okay. | show you 3 that you intended to do so?
4 Exhibit 10, Mr. LaPierre. Have you ever seen Exhibit 10 4  A. ldon'tthink I did. | did not -- as| said,
5 before? 5 at this point | was under all kinds of threats. | did
6 MR. GARMAN: Hold on. It hadn't shown up 6 not feel safe anywhere with myself or my family. |
7 until we hit refresh. 7 was -- thiswas offered as a security retreat where we
8 Okay. We have Exhibit 10. 8 could be safe and feel safe, and | could get Susan and
9 Q. (BY MR. SHEEHAN) Do you recognize-- I'm 9 Colleen, who works for WLF, together and do some work
10 sorry. 10 and do some other work, and | used it as a security
11 MR. GARMAN: He'sreviewing it. 11 retreat.
12 Go ahead. 12 Q. Didyou offer to the Stanton McKenzies to pay
13 MR. SHEEHAN: Okay. 13 for the use of the ship?
14  A. Yes, | recognize that. 14  A. No, | didnot. They -- they simply let me use
15 Q. (BY MR.SHEEHAN) Okay. What isthat ship? | 15 it asa security retreat because they knew the threat
16 A. Thatisaboat owned by -- | believeit's 16 that | wasunder. And | was basically under
17 owned by the McKenzies. 17 presidential threat without presidential security in
18 Q. Thatisthe Stanton McKenzies? 18 terms of the number of threats | was getting. And all
19  A. Yes, that would be correct. 19 of uswere struggling with how to deal with that type
20 Q. And thedescription here saysit has afull 20 situation with a private citizen with the amount of

21 staff and crew at your disposal. When you used this
22 ship, did you have afull staff and crew at your

23 disposal?

24
25

MR. GARMAN: Objection to form.

Go ahead.
Page 283

21 threat that we were having. And this was the one -- one
22 placethat | hope could feel safe, where | remember

23 getting there going, Thank God I'm safe, nobody can get
24 me here. And that's how it happened. That'swhy | used

25 it.
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1 Q. Didthe Stanton McKenzies or other companies
2 charge the NRA for use of the yacht?

3 A. No, they did not.

4 Q. Allright. Did you consider whether

5 acceptance of the use of this ship Illusionswas a

6 potentia violation of the conflict of interest policy

7 with the NRA?

8 MR. CORRELL: ThisisKent Correll.

9 Objection to the form.

10 A. | actualy thought that given the security

threat that | was under and the fact that NRA was -- was
at almost aloss as to how to protect somebody with the
13 amount of threat that | was having, that -- that my work
14 and the threat that came with it, thiswas -- was a

15 placethat | could go and be safe, and it was related to
16 that that | -- that | -- that | did it.

17 Q. (BY MR.SHEEHAN) Did you consider whether
18 acceptance of the use of this yacht Illusions by

19 yourself and your family was a potential violation of

20 theconflict of interest palicies of the NRA?

1 totally unique situation that | think hardly anybody

2 elseinthe US experienced that type of threat, other

3 than maybe the president. | mean, | had presidential

4 threat without presidential security and was looking for
5 aplaceto be safe.

6 Q. (BY MR.SHEEHAN) When did Mr. Frazer first
7 learn that you had received the use of the yacht

8 lllusions from the McKenzie Stantons?

9 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
10 question.
11 A. |--1dontknow. | mean,|--1--1wasn't

12 trying to hideit, but | wasn't trying to publicize it

13 either because it was a security issue.

14 Q. (BY MR.SHEEHAN) With respect to Mr. Frazer,
15 it was a security issue?

16 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
17 question.

18 A. No, theuse of it was a security issue.

19 Q. (BY MR.SHEEHAN) Okay. Didyou -- did your

20 security director, the NRA security director approve

21 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the 21 your acceptance of the use of the yacht Illusions for a
22 question. 22 week?
23 MR. CORRELL: ThisisKent Correll. 23 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
24 Objection to the form. 24 question.
25 MR. GARMAN: Go ahead. 25  A. At that timethe security director | think was
Page 286 Page 288
1 A. Becauseof thethreat that | was under and 1 just telling me to get out of town, and | -- | -- you

2 because of the fact that | couldn't feel safe anywhere,
3 was being harassed and screamed at everywhere and death
4 thresats, | -- | considered it a condition of the
5 security environment that | was operating in as a result
6 of thejob that | had with the NRA, which put mein a
7 totally unique situation that | don't think hardly any
8 other American has experienced, with the possible
9 exception of someone like -- | mean, | can't describe
10 the extent of the threat that | was under at that point.

11 Q. (BY MR.SHEEHAN) Did you --

12 A. And--

13 Q. I'msorry.

14  A. --therewere aso some stand-ups for that

15 H20stream video website. But the real -- but the major
16 reason | did this was a security retreat at atime when
17 | could not find a safe placeto go at all.

18 Q. Would you agree with me that the value of a

19 108-foot yacht with afull crew, full of supplies and

20 fuel exceeds $300?

21 MR. GARMAN: Objection to form.
22 Go ahead.
23  A. I|think -- | think, yes, it probably would,

24 but it was also involved with my job and the threat that

25 | was under and aplaceto be safeand -- andin a
Page 287

2 know, | found away. | was struggling and | found away
3 tobesafeand --
4 Q. (BY MR. SHEEHAN) Didyou --
5 A. --thisissomething that was part of the
6 self-correction that we have done at the NRA since, you
7 know, 2017, 2018. It has not happened in 2019, 2020,
8 and it's one of the things that -- that we have
9 self-corrected on where | -- | am not using that -- that
10 boat anymore.
11 Q. Okay. What wasyour last stay on Illusions?
12 A. | think it was sometimein 2018 after the
13 Parkland shooting in the summer.

14 Q. Whenwasyour first stay on the yacht
15 Illusions?
16  A. |think it was after the Sandy Hook shooting,

17 the summer after the Sandy Hook shooting.

18 Q. How many timesdid you go on the yacht

19 lllusionsin The Bahamas?

20  A. | probably went once -- one time ayear where
21 we could go and be safe for the -- from the Sandy Hook
22 shooting up until 2019. And | did not do it in 2019.

23 Aspart of the self-correction, that's one of the things
24 that -- that came to my attention in terms of -- | told

25 you we looked at everybody, including me, and that |
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1 have self-corrected on. 1 celebrities completely work. And | considered this one

2 Q. Didyousail ontheyacht Illusionsto 2 was a security issue with my family, with myself, and |

3 anyplace other than The Bahamas? 3 did not seethat asa-- in all honesty, as a conflict

4 MR. GARMAN: Objection to form. 4 back then. | -- with the safety and the threat issues |

5 A. No, The Bahamas. 5 was facing with the need to recruit celebrities, | --

6 Q. (BY MR.SHEEHAN) Did you sail on any other -- | 6 and the fact that the NRA wasn't charged for it, | just

7 or did you travel on any other yachts owned by the 7 didn't seeit anissue.

8 McKenzies, the Stanton McKenzies during thetime you've | 8 Now with what we've gone through with the

9 been NRA president and executive VP? 9 2018, 2019, 2020 with the compliance grids and
10 A. Yes, only with -- only in relation to work and 10 everything else, thisis one of the things that -- one
11 inrelation to celebrities. 11 of the precautions | took that | -- in terms of my
12 Q. Andso-- 12 safety that | would not do, given the self-correction
13 A. Asl--asl testified before, | would try to 13 that we've done.
14 recruit celebritiesto the NRA. Associated Television 14 MR. SHEEHAN: Okay. At this point, let's
15 was one of our access points into celebrities, young and 15 take afive-minute bresk.
16 old. They worked with alot of the former Disney stars, 16 MR. GARMAN: Okay.
17 young people, and also people like -- well, | don't know 17 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We're going off the
18 whether | should say their names. A lot of other 18 record. Thetime onthevideois10:17 am.
19 celebrities. And those other trips | did with 19 (Break from 10:17 am. to 10:32 am.)
20 celebrities. 20 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We're back on the
21 Q. What other trips-- how many other trips did 21 record. Thetimeonthevideois10:32 am.
22 you take on boats owned by the Stanton McKenziesbesides| 22 Q. (BY MR. SHEEHAN) Good morning again,
23 theyacht lllusions? 23 Mr. LaPierre.
24 MR. GARMAN: Objection to form. 24 A. Good morning.
25 Go ahead. 25 Q. Let'sgo back for asecond to Mr. Staples.

Page 290 Page 292

1 A. Maybe-- maybethree or -- three or four with 1 When you went to The Bahamas, did he do any

2 celebrities. 2 review of the safety or security of the yacht Illusions

3 Q. (BY MR.SHEEHAN) Where were those trips 3 before you used it for the first time?

4 located? 4  A. |dontthink hedid.

5 A. Most of them werein -- in Europe, and | think 5 Q. Didhedo any security check on the employees

6 one of them was to Greece. 6 who were on the yacht Illusions before you went on it

7 Q. Didyousign off -- 7 thefirst time?

8 A. With-- 8 A. Idon'tbeievehedid.

9 Q. I'msorry, Mr. LaPierre. | interrupted you. 9 Q. Did hethereafter, in any of your following
10 A. Withceléebrities. 10 tripsto the yacht lllusions, do any background checks
11 Q. Anddidyou sign off on contracts with 11 on any of the people who would be on the boat with you?
12 companies owned by the Stanton McKenzies after you went| 12 A. | don't -- | don't think he did.
13 onyour fist trip on the lllusions? 13 Q. When you talked about meeting celebrities at
14 MR. GARMAN: Objection to form. 14 the Super Bow! or Eleuthera or Europe, did Mr. Staples
15 A. | wasn'tinvolved in negotiating the 15 or staff or a contractor do any background checks on any
16 contracts. | stayed out of all that. | did sign some 16 of those celebrities that you met with to make sure that
17 of the extensions of the -- the contracts. 17 they were not someone who would pose a threat to you?
18 Q. (BY MR.SHEEHAN) Did you consult with 18  A. No, hedidnt, but they were -- | mean, as|
19 Mr. Frazer, as the head of -- the head of conflicts of 19 said, part of my job -- my job has many facets. | have
20 interest, to determine whether you could, in fact, sign 20 to raise $300 million to $400 million ayear for this
21 those contracts or extensions after you had gone on the 21 association. | am the outfacing brand of the
22 yacht lllusions? 22 association, doing all the television appearances. | am
23 MR. CORRELL: ThisisKent Correll. 23 doing -- putting the networks together to reach al the
24 Objection to form. 24 cultura touchpoints, whether it be the NFL, whether it
25  A. 1did not because | considered the ones with 25 be NASCAR, whether it be celebrities that influence
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1 American society, to keep NRA in the mainstream.
2 | am also working on raising al the money,
3 working on direct mail and working on all of that, as
4 well as, you know, working with the day-to-day
5 management of the association in terms of -- | mean, |
6 do everything | can to put -- build this association and
7 to do what'sin the best interest of this association in
8 terms of making it strong and servicing our 5 million
9 membersthat -- that we work for.
10 And | mean, with those responsibilities
11 that I've had to undertake, there has come alot of
12 tremendous burdens that |'ve had to deal with, and I've
13 dealt with them. And | haven't whined about them, but
14 they've been extraordinary and unique, and | have done
15 thebest job | could wrestling with it all.
16 And | think I -- I'm very proud of the work
17 I've done with the NRA. | think our members are.
18 That'swhy we're still at 5 million members, and that's
19 why we're -- we're strong financially. And it'swhy the
20 NRA has been able to win consistently from alegislative
21 standpoint for the last couple of decades, iswhat --
22 it'sal amosaic and | am the glue that kind of tries
23 to hold that -- and piece that whole mosaic together.
24 Q. If I could, Mr. LaPierre, my question was does

25 Mr. Staples do any background check on the celebrities
Page 294

question.

A. Wadll, the Brewer firm has been retained to
handle litigation matters under the management now of
the SLC, so they -- they -- they make litigation matter
suggestions.

Q. (BY MR. SHEEHAN) I'm sorry. They make
litigation matter suggestions. And who has the ultimate
decision-making on those suggestions?

A. They discuss them with the -- with the SLC.

Q. Apart from litigation decisions and financial
decisions, are there any areas where the NRA has
delegated to the Brewer firm decision-making authority?

MR. GARMAN: Objection to form.
14 A. Not that | know of. | mean, they areinvolved
15 inal litigation matters. They have been involved
16 aso -- but the litigation matters with New Y ork state
17 cover abroad scope in terms of what we've had to deal
18 with since the -- I'm not trying to pin you personaly,
19 Mr. Sheehan, but in terms of what we've had to deal with
20 from the Department of Financial Services and the
21 governor and the attorney general and -- and her
22 matters, it's a broad scope.
23 It also involved running down any
24 whistleblower complaints that could be an issuein this

25 litigation, to make sure that they were fully protected
Page 296
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1 that you meet with?
2 A. No. I mean, | don't--1don't--1don't
3 tell him I'm going to meet with this certain celebrity
4 and he needs to do a background check on the celebrity.
5 Q. Okay. With respect to the Brewer firm, has
6 the NRA delegated decision-making authority to the
7 Brewer firm on expenditure of funds by the NRA?
8 MR. GARMAN: Objection to form.
9 A. The--the NRA has put aside money in atrust
10 to be used by the Brewer firm. | believe that, as|
11 said, that the terms are an accounting will be provided
12 to the -- to the -- | think that accounting is provided
13 tothe SLC, and | think it's also to be provided to me
14 asthe-- to my office asto -- asto how those -- asto
15 how those funds are spent.
16 Q. (BY MR.SHEEHAN) And did you tell -- hasthat
17 accounting been provided yet with respect to the
18 $5 million fund?
19  A. | think the accounting has been provided in a
20 couple of instances. They've used money to explore
21 aternatives, reorganization alternatives.
22 Q. Apartfrom financia decisions, are there any
23 other decisions of the NRA that the NRA has delegated to
24 the Brewer firm to make on behalf of the NRA?

25 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
Page 295

1 and fully checked out and fully investigated; and if

2 there was anything there, to get to the bottom of it.

3 | mean, the Brewer firm has been retained to

4 work litigation issues, but part of the litigation also

5 involves bringing the NRA into 100 percent

6 self-correction and compliance, every employee,

7 including myself, and every vendor with New Y ork state
8 not-for-profit law and every other not-for-profit law.

9 And we've done, as | said, a massive amount of
work for that that's continuing in 2018, 2019 and 2020
and 2021, which we are very proud of. And we have
learned alot, and we have adjusted, and we now operate
under acompletely different compliance grid. There are
checks in place to make sure no one can override those
compliance controls, and -- and we're very proud of the
16 work that's been done.

17 Q. (BY MR.SHEEHAN) So --

18 A. | don't understand why thereis such alack of

19 recognition of that out of the New York AG's Officein
20 terms of all the good work that's been done here to --

21 to put the organization into complete self-compliance.
22 And this started long before the attorney general's

23 investigation even started.

24 Q. Doesthe Carry Guard program still exist?

25  A. ltdoesnot. It-- wearedtill providing

10
11
12
13
14
15
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1 persond protection insurance with Lockton. It is not

2 caled Carry Guard. Asaresult of what we believe was
3 an unfair targeting by the Department of Financial
Services as part of this plan to weaponize the
government of New Y ork state, Maria VVullo, and her
Department of Financial Services put out notices to
banks and insurance companies and others that it was a
risk factor doing business with the NRA and not wise
and then, from what we understand, had back channel
10 communication and -- which we believe was clearly a
11 viewpoint discrimination. It was clearly aviolation of
12 this organization's constitutional rights, and we have

13 filed First Amendment cases against both the New Y ork
14 Department of Financial Services and the New Y ork

15 Attorney General with the support of the American Civil
16 Liberties Union, who agrees with us that what is going
17 onisnot proper under the Constitution of the United

18 States.

19 And so | mean, we're-- as| said, when |

20 started down this path in 2017, | wasn't alawyer, I'm
21 not aCPA, I'm not an accountant. But when Attorney
22 General Schneiderman told usthat, | was determined to
23 do whatever this organization needed to do to take a

24 look at everything, every employee. If we needed to

25 self-correct, self-correct. If -- asyou heard me say
Page 298
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1 A. March14th?

2 MR. GARMAN: Objection to form.

3 Go ahead.

4 Q. (BY MR. SHEEHAN) The meeting was not actually
5 held, but it was scheduled for March 14th. Did you

6 travel to Dallas for the March 14th meeting?

7 A. Theonethat was canceled, no, | did not.

8 Q. Okay. Areyou traveling to Dallas for the

9 meeting on Sunday, the 28th?

10  A. I will be.

11 Q. Okay. Andwho -- how are you going to get to
12 Dallas?

13  A. Thesecurity is setting up private

14 transportation, and | will take -- take probably a board
15 member and some staff people with me.

16 Q. Okay. Isthere an agendafor the March 28
17 meeting?
18 A. | havenot seen an agenda. | know the notice

19 talked about a-- that went out publicly talked about a
20 legal briefing, and | haven't seen an agenda beyond
21 that.

22 Q. Isit customary to get agendas in advance for
23 the board meetings at the NRA?

1 before, if | lost every friend | ever made, that's the
2 path we were going down because it was the right course
3 for the organization.
4 Q. Soletmeask you, Mr. LaPierre. Did you know
5 that Michael Marcellin had a contract with the Lockton
6 Affinity people at the time that he was managing some
7 relationships with Lockton Affinity at the NRA?
8 A. Ididnot. | knew nothing about that.
9 Q. His--did heget aconsulting contract when

10 heleft the NRA?

11 MR. GARMAN: Objection to form.
12 Go ahead.
13  A. | knew nothing about that. | now believe,

14 based on information that's come to light, he did, but |

15 knew nothing about it at all.

16 Q. (BY MR.SHEEHAN) So you knew nothing about
17 the -- his contract with Lockton Affinity. Correct?

18  A. | knew nothing about his contract with Lockton
19 Affinity.
20 Q. Didyou know anything about his contract at

21 the end of his employment for consulting services?

22 A. ldidnot.

23 Q. Okay. With respect to the meeting that was

24 scheduled for March 14th, did you travel to Dallasto go

25 to that meeting?
Page 299

24 A. Foraregular full board meeting, there are
25 agendas in advance that are given out, that's correct.
Page 300
1 Q. Doyouknow if there's been a board book
2 distributed with respect to the March 28 meeting?
3 A. Idonot.
4 Q. Who'sresponsible for preparing board books or
5 board materials for board meetings at the NRA?
6 A. The secretary, Mr. Frazer.
7 Q. Okay. Andto the best of your knowledge, he's
8 not prepared a board book for the March 28 meeting?
9 MR. GARMAN: Objection to form.
10 Go ahead.
11 A. I haventseenitif hehas.
12 Q. (BY MR.SHEEHAN) Okay. Do you planto ask
13 the board to ratify the filing of this bankruptcy case?
14 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
15 question.
16 | instruct you not to answer to the extent
17 that invades the attorney/client privilege and/or
18 strategy.
19  A. I'mnot-- I'm not sure what the strategy is

20 interms of the board and what they plan to do on that.
21 Q. (BY MR. SHEEHAN) Have you discussed with
22 anyone elsein the -- on the board or the specia

23 litigation committee whether the meeting will discuss
24 theissue of ratification of the bankruptcy filing?

25 MR. GARMAN: Objection. | object to the
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1 question.

2 | instruct you not to answer. That invades

3 the attorney/client privilege.

4 THE WITNESS: Okay.

5 Q. (BY MR.SHEEHAN) Okay. | am not asking you

6 about Mr. Brewer. | am asking you about the three

7 members of the special litigation committee.

8 MR. GARMAN: | understand.

9 Q. (BY MR.SHEEHAN) Have you discussed -- have
10 you had discussions with members -- I'm sorry.
11 MR. GARMAN: I'm sorry, Counsel. Go
12 ahead. | was apologizing for interrupting you.
13 MR. SHEEHAN: Okay. Okay.
14 Q. (BY MR.SHEEHAN) Have you discussed with
15 members of the special litigation committee whether the
16 subject of ratification should be discussed at the March
17 28 meeting?
18 MR. GARMAN: | instruct you not to answer
19 to the extent those communicationsincluded your legal
20 counsel.
21 MR. CORRELL: ThisisKent Correll. I'm
22 aso -- | object to the form of the question --
23 (Reporter clarification.)
24 MR. CORRELL: ThisisKent Correll. |

25 object to the form of the question, and | instruct the
Page 302

1 A. Youknow, | don't. | have not asked John

2 that. | know at the last one that we did and ended up

3 being canceled, there were 47 that were planning on

4 attending. | don't know what the number that he has on
5 thisone. | have not had a chance to talk with him.

6 Q. Areall thedirectorsflying by coach classto

7 Dallas?

8 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
9 question.

10 A. Asfarasl know, they are.

11 Q. (BY MR. SHEEHAN) Have you authorized any

12 board member to fly other than by coach class?

13 A. | havenot.

14 Q. Andwasthere aboard member flying down with
15 you on your private charter to the meeting on the 28th?
16 A. lintendedto. Given thefact the plane was

17 going down there, | intended to offer Willes Lee, who
18 livesin this area, a chance to ride down and one or two
19 staff people that -- given the fact the planeis going

20 there anyway, an opportunity to go down that way.

21 Q. During--

22 A. And--

23 Q. I'msorry.

24  A. Andl asointended -- intend to check with

25 counsel to see whether that's appropriate before | --
Page 304

1 witness not to answer the question to the extent that it

2 would require him to divulge conversations he had with

3 members of the SLC about litigation.

4 A. | had -- the conversations with the SLC were

5 dll conversations with attorneys that were -- | believe

6 the counsd is advising me not to talk about.

7 | had one conversation with Sandy Froman

8 where -- where we talked about it, and | told her |

9 wasn't sure whether they were or were not going to ask
10 specifically for aratification of what -- of what -- of
11 the bankruptcy. And we talked about the board in
12 general. And we talked about the fact that they should
13 beableto ask al kinds of questions and they should be
14 ableto befully filled in on everything. And it should
15 be avery open dialogue in terms of everyone and because
16 everything needed to get out in the open.
17 Q. (BY MR.SHEEHAN) Isthe March 28 meeting, is
18 that in Dallas?

19 A. Yesitis.

20 Q. Andisitin person?

21 A. ltis

22 Q. Will people be allowed to join electronically?
23  A. |donotbelievethey will be.

24 Q. Do you know how many directors are confirmed

25 to attend on March 28 meeting?
Page 303

1 before| do that.

2 Q. Duringtheyear of -- between March 15th of

3 2020 and today, how frequently do you go into the office
4 atthe NRA?

5 A. I'vebeen here quite ahit.

6 Q. Twiceaweek, threetimes aweek?

7 A. A coupledaysaweek. Again, acoupledaysa

8 week.

9 Q. Okay.
10  A. Andthen I've been working from home a couple
11 daysaweek --
12 Q. Doyou--
13 (Reporter clarification.)
14  A. --about COVID and -- over the COVID exposure.
15 Q. (BY MR. SHEEHAN) Do you know why the decision

16 was made not to allow attendance electronically at the
17 Dallas meeting on the 28th?

18 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
19 question.
20 A. ldont, butl believeit wasin relation to

21 security concerns of somehow if they -- if they used
22 Zoom or something like that of security -- security
23 issues, dthough I'm not positive of that.

24 Q. (BY MR.SHEEHAN) Okay.

25 MR. SHEEHAN: At thispoint | think I'm
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1 finished. | just want to go off the record and talk to

2 my colleagues for afew minutes, but | think that the
3 individual portion of Mr. LaPierre's deposition will be
4 completed at that point.

5 So let's take five minutes and then come back,
6 and then | may have one or two more questions.
7 MR. MASON: Just to clarify, theNY AG's
8 portion of the individual?
9 MR. SHEEHAN: Correct. Correct.
10 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: WEe're off the record.

11 Thetime on thevideois 10:52 am.

12 (Break from 10:52 am. to 11:01 am.)

13 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: WeEe're back on the

14 record. Thetime onthevideois11:01 am.

15 Q. (BY MR.SHEEHAN) So Mr. LaPierre, | just have
16 one more question and then turn it over to Mr. Mason.

17 If something were to happen to you, isthere

18 anyone at the NRA that's in position to succeed you as

19 executive VP and has the training and experience?

20 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
21 question.
22 A. |think that that is -- that that is one of

23 the-- | have aconcern and | know the board of
24 directors has a concern of the fact that -- the fact

25 that | have been for 40 years the voice of our members
Page 306

it's not even my decision; it'sthe board of directors
decision. And | think whatever would happen, the board
of directors would be the one that would make the
decision after doing a search, and it would be their
decision, not mine. So | don't know that | should even
speculate, given the fact that that is entirely a

decision to be made not by me, who works for the board,
but by the board of directors. | mean, that's how | was
chosen, and that's how I've been reelected every year by
the board, and the board will make that decision. Soll
would hesitate to even throw out names, given the fact
that ultimately it's not my decision.

Q. But do you have an opinion about the young
people you mentioned before who could step into that
role? That is, who they might be?

MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
question. | think he said no one was ready.

A. There'salot of good peoplein this
organization that I'm sure the board would look at. |
mean, | could -- | could throw out names like -- but
it'snot my decision. | mean, I'm sure they would look
at Doug Hamlin. I'm sure they would look at Jason
Ouimet. I'm surethey would look at Mr. Schropp. 1I'm
sure they would look at, you know, Mr. DeBergalis. I'm

sure they would look at -- but they would also look
Page 308
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1 out there on television, in terms of, you know, being

2 their voice and fighting their fight and standing up for

3 their freedoms. My fundraising signature and

4 fundraising ability helpsthe organization. And | --

5 the fact that I've been out there with the members for

6 40 yearsthat are the ultimate -- what makes this

7 association work, | think | have a unique relationship

8 with the membership in terms of -- and | think -- |

9 think one of the concerns that we're all wrestling with
10 ishow that succession will take place when it takes
11 place and how it will affect the monetary situation of
12 the NRA.
13 Q. (BY MR.SHEEHAN) Soisthereany personin
14 your view who is currently in a position to take over
15 your position if you left?

16 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
17 question.

18 Go ahead and answer.

19 A. |--therearealot -- there are some smart

20 young people around here. | think they are growing, and
21 | have confidence that they have the potential of

22 growing into the job.

23 Q. (BY MR. SHEEHAN) Who are they?

24 A. Wadll, | don't have a specific successor picked

25 yet. I'm not so sureit -- I'm not so sureit's -- and
Page 307

probably at other can dates, and it's ultimately their
decision.
| just know that -- | think we have areally

good staff here right now, and they're doing really good
work, and | respect them al. And | wouldn't want to --
I wouldn't want to really at this point -- it's not my
decision. It'sthe board's decision. | mean, | -- |
don't know how to say it beyond that. Itisentirely

9 the board of directors decision asto who they pick to
10 succeed me should | choose to retire.
11 Q. (BY MR.SHEEHAN) Have you had discussions
12 with the board about a succession plan?
13 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
14 question.
15 Go ahead.
16  A. | know theboard is-- talks about that. |
17 know the officerstalk about that. | know they talk
18 also about the fundraising issues that -- that will
19 exist, based on the amount of money that -- | mean, a
20 lot of years -- | mean, because NRA's money comesin
21 based on whether you're out there fighting on TV and
22 whether you're out there fighting the cause and whether
23 you're out there battling.
24 And then, you know, we also have all these

25 great programs, whether they're -- | talked about them,
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1 the 130,000 safety instructors, 14,000 law enforcement
2 instructors, the child safety programs, the great
3 magazines we publish. | mean, al the work the NRA does
4 on aday-to-day basisthat's not legidlative or
5 political.
6 Andit -- itisa-- and ultimately, the 5
7 million members that elect the board of directors, a
8 third of them each year, control the organization. And
9 it'savery robust process, and I'm sure that the
10 successor -- you know, the board will look at all of
11 those factors when they make the decision.
12 MR. SHEEHAN: All right. At thispoint |
13 will turn it over to Mr. Mason on behalf of Ackerman
14 McQueen for questioning.

15 EXAMINATION

16 BY MR. MASON:

17 Q. Good morning, Mr. LaPierre. Areyou ready --
18 A. Good morning.

19 Q. --toproceed?

20 A. Yes. Good morning.

21 Q. My nameisBrian Mason. I'm apartner at

22 Dorsey & Whitney in Dallas, and | represent Ackerman
23 McQueen. Do you understand who | am and who |

management of that litigation in any way and am
completely out of the process. It's being managed by
the specid litigation committee.

Q. Sodoesthat include al litigation, including
the Ackerman McQueen litigation?

A. The special litigation committee is managing
all that litigation, because | think the belief isit's
all directly related to the New Y ork state issues.

Q. Isthe special litigation committee managing
the litigation with Under Wild Skies?

A. The special litigation committeeis-- is
managing that legidation.

Q. Isthe special litigation committee managing
the litigation that the NRA has against Mark Dycio?

A. The special litigation committee is managing
that litigation also.

Q. Soal of the current litigation that the NRA
has is being managed by the special litigation
committee. Do | understand that correctly?

A. That's-- that's my understanding.

Q. And Mr. Frazer has recused himself from
involvement with the special litigation committee
because of the New York AG action?

© 00N UL WDN PR
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24 represent? 24 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
25 A, ldo. 25 question.
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1 Q. | wanttoask youafew follow-up questions 1 A. Hehas

2 from earlier this morning.

3 With respect to the money that you were

4 testifying about that was set aside in the Brewer trust
5 account, was that in reference to the $5 million?

6 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
7 question.
8 Go ahead if you understand.

9 A. Yes, itwas$5 million that was put in the
10 Brewer trust account to be used on reorganization
11 matterswith -- yes.

12 MR. CORRELL: ThisisKent Correll.
13 Mr. Mason, with Mr. Sheehan we had an agreement that any
14 objection made by the NRA would be joined by
15 Mr. LaPierreindividually. Can we have that same
16 agreement?

17 MR. MASON: Yes, wecan.
18 MR. CORRELL: Thank you.
19 Q. (BY MR. MASON) You aso tetified that the

20 Brewer firm was handling the litigation matters under

21 the management of the specid litigation committee. Did
22 | understand that correctly?

23 A. Thatiscorrect. Because | wasindividualy

24 named by the New Y ork AG's Office and John Frazer was

25 individually named, | cannot be involved in the
Page 311

2 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Andyou have also --
3 A. I'mnot -- I'm saying to the best of my
4 knowledge on this. | mean, I'm not an expert on --
5 you'd have to ask John Frazer whether he'sinvolved in
6 any of thislegidation that in some way they may
7 consider different than the New Y ork legislation.
8 Q. Butasyou sit hereright now, your
9 understanding is--
10 MR. CORRELL: Excuse me, Mr. Mason. This
11 isKent Correll. | just want to note that Mr. LaPierre
12 hastwice used the word "legidlation” rather than
13 "litigation."
14 THE WITNESS: Yes. | meant "litigation."
15 MR. CORRELL: Thank you.
16 Q. (BY MR.MASON) But asyou sit hereright now,
17 Mr. LaPierre, it's your understanding that all of the
18 litigation that the Brewer law firm ishandling is being
19 managed by the specid litigation committee?

20 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
21 question.

22  A. |bdieve-- | believeitis.

23 Q. (BY MR.MASON) You also said that the Brewer

24 firm was responsible for running down any whistleblower

25 complaints. Do you recall that?
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1 A. |did, becausethey dl related to the -- the

2 New York -- the New York AG litigation.

3 Q. HastheNRA had any whistleblower complaints
4 that the Brewer law firm was not involved with in the

5 last -- in the last two years?

6 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
7 question.

8 Go ahead and answer.

9 A. Ithinkinthelast two years, the -- when the

10 whistleblower complaints started to come forward, the
11 Brewer firm was -- was charged with running down those
12 internal whistleblower complaints and then checking them
13 out, making sure the whistleblower was protected, and

Q. And that includes the entire board, not just a

portion of the board. Correct?
MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
question.
But go ahead.

A. Itincludesthe -- it includes the whole of
the board of directorsasa-- asabody. Not an
individual board member, but the -- the -- the board of
directorsin its entirety and in terms of -- in other
words, while | do everything | can to work with
individual board members, | actually work for the board
asawhole. The power restsin the board as awhole and
their votes and their consensus as a mgjority of the

© 00N UL WDN PR
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5 forward that we believed would directly relate to the
6 litigation involving New Y ork, and one of the things
7 that we asked Mr. Brewer to do was to -- the Brewer firm
8 to do was to run down these whistleblower complaints and
9 check them out and get to the bottom of it and protect
10 the whistleblower and do everything appropriate that
11 should be done in that type situation.
12 Q. Okay. Yesterday morning you were asked
13 whether you had reviewed any documents prior to your
14 deposition yesterday, and you indicated that you had
15 not.
16 Did you review any documentsin preparation
17 for your deposition today, between yesterday evening and
18 thismorning?
19 A. Ididnot.
20 Q. Asexecutive vice president, do you report to
21 the NRA board of directors?
22 A. | work for the NRA board of directors.
23 They -- they can hireme. They canfireme. They -- |
24 work completely for the board of directors. | am
25 their -- their employee.

14 seeing whether there was truth or not truth and, if 14 board of directors.
15 there wastruth, getting to the bottom of it and dealing 15 Q. (BY MR.MASON) And you've previously
16 with it appropriately. 16 testified that the ultimate authority for the governance
17 Q. (BY MR.MASON) And wasthat done at your 17 of the NRA rests with the entire board. Right?
18 direction? 18 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form.
19 A. Absolutely. | wanted -- | mean, going back 19 Go ahead.
20 to 2017 after the call from Attorney General 20 A. Itabsolutely does.
21 Schneiderman -- 21 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Do you believeit'simportant
22 Q. Mr. LaPierre, my question was much simpler. 22 to be open and transparent with the board?
23 It wasjust was that done at your direction? 23 MR. GARMAN: Objection to form.
24 A. Yes. | -- oneof the things that we were 24 A. | believel'veawaysbelieved it's very
25 involved with, this New Y ork litigation, the potential 25 important to be open and transparent with the board.
Page 314 Page 316
1 of it. 1 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Do you believeit'simportant
2 We were already involved with the Department 2 to be honest with the board?
3 of Financial Services, which was thefirst part of it. 3 MR. GARMAN: Objection, form.
4 Whistleblower complaints started to come 4  A. l'veawaysbelieved it'simportant to be
5
6

Page 315

honest with the board.
Q. (BY MR. MASON) Do you trust the NRA board to

7 overseethe NRA?

8 A. I dotrust the NRA board to oversee the NRA.

9 That'swhy I've dways said it's very important that NRA
10 do everything it can to get very distinguished and
11 accomplished people on our board of directors that have
12 experience and intellect and vision and -- and
13 resourcefulness, because ultimately this entire staff in
14 this building works for the board; and if the board in
15 some way is not outstanding, it affects the morale of
16 the entire staff in this building.
17 Q. Doyou trust the NRA board to make decisions
18 that are in the best interest of the NRA?
19 A. | dotrustthe NRA board. | thinkit'sa--
20 it'sa-- it'savery responsible board.

21 Q. Andthat includesall board members?
22 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form.
23  A. Youknow, | always give my respect to -- or

24 try to, to al board members, to tell you the truth, and

25 treat them with respect. That doesn't mean | always
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1 agreewith them all, but | always try to respect them 1 confidence, that the NRA exercised almost no genuine
2 all and listen to them and -- and be civil and decent. 2 oversight on the NRA executive leadership?
3 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Doyou trusttheboardtokeep | 3 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
4 information confidential if you -- if you ask them to do 4 question.
5 s0? 5 A. No, | did not tell Mr. Powell that.
6 MR. GARMAN: Objection to form. 6 Mr. Powell -- | haven't read his book. From what people
7 Go ahead. 7 havetold me about it, he appears to be making up alot
8 A. Idontthinkit'sany secret if you wereto 8 of things that are not accurate.
9 talk to our -- most of our board, is the board of 9 Q. (BY MR.MASON) But he also appearsto be
10 directorsrealizes that in recent years they have had a 10 making statements that are also true. Right?
11 problem with leaks out of the board meeting, evenin 11 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form.
12 executive session, real-time information being passed 12 A. I don't know.
13 out -- out of executive session to various individuals 13 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
14 or the media, and it is a problem that the board of 14 question.
15 directorsiswrestling with as to how to -- how to 15  A. Idon'tknow. | haven't read his book.
16 function as a board when that type of activity has been 16 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Mr. LaPierre, asyou sit here
17 going on. 17 today, are you aware whether the NRA board was told on
18 Q. (BY MR.MASON) And that'saproblem hereand | 18 January 7 that the NRA was going to befiling for
19 now today on March 23rd. Right? 19 Chapter 11 bankruptcy?
20 A. Ithinkitisanongoing concern of agood 20 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
21 number of our board of directors. | don't think they 21 question.
22 know who isdoing it. | don't think they -- but | just 22 | instruct you not to answer the contents of
23 know that they all believe it has been happening. 23 executive session. Otherwise, you can answer the
24 Q. Doesit makeit difficult to be open and 24 question.
25 transparent with the NRA board if you're concerned about | 25  A. | wasnotin that session. | -- | do not know
Page 318 Page 320
1 lesks? 1 what the discussion was because | wasnotinit. All |
2 MR. GARMAN: Objection to form. 2 know isthat out of that session, | was -- came out of
3 Go ahead. 3 contract that involved me, and a part of that contract
4  A. Wadll, that's one of the concerns the board has 4 included a delegation of authority to the executive vice
5 had, isthe fact that it makes it difficult for them to 5 president to reorganize the association.
6 be open and transparent in executive session if they 6 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Soisityour testimony that,
7 believe that there's a possibility it will be leaked. 7 asyou sit here right now, you do not know whether the
8 Q. (BY MR.MASON) So how canyou trust the NRA | 8 board was advised of the Chapter 11 bankruptcy on
9 board to make governance decisions that are in the best 9 January the 7th?
10 interest of the NRA if you're concerned that information 10 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
11 shared with them could be |eaked? 11 question.
12 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the 12 Go ahead.
13 question. 13  A. Iwasnotinthat session. | wasnot privy to
14  A. Waell, | think the board strugglesin the best 14 the discussion asto what took place.
15 asthey can with that circumstance and try to be as open 15 Q. (BY MR.MASON) | understand you were not
16 and transparent as they can, given the fact they are 16 present, but my question is more simple than that.
17 aware that that type of situation has been occurring. 17 Asyou sit hereright now, are you aware
18 It's a problem they wrestle with, but | know they try to 18 whether or not the NRA board was advised about the
19 be as open and transparent as they can be, recognizing a 19 Chapter 11 bankruptcy on January the 7th?
20 reality that has existed. 20 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
21 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Mr. Powell in hisbook stated, | 21 question.
22 And as Wayne admitted to me in confidence, they, being | 22 Go ahead.
23 the NRA board, exercised ailmost no genuine oversight on | 23 A. To the best of my knowledge, the board
24 the NRA executive leadership. 24 delegated authority to the executive vice president to
25 Did you ever tell Mr. Powell that -- in 25 make decisions on reorganization. And at that point, |
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1 don't -- adecision had not been made on whether or not 1 Y ou said that you've spoken with board members
2 the NRA was going to move to filing Chapter 11 2 since the bankruptcy filing that have indicated to you
3 bankruptcy. Asl said, without that delegation of 3 that they did not know at the January 7 meeting that
4 authority by the board to the EVP, | certainly wouldn't 4 what they were doing was authorizing -- purportedly
5 have moved forward with it. 5 authorizing the NRA to file Chapter 11 bankruptcy. And
6 MR. MASON: Objection, nonresponsive. 6 so my question is who are those board members that you
7 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Haveyou had conversations 7 have had those conversations with?
8 with board members since the bankruptcy filing on 8 MR. GARMAN: Objection to form.
9 January the 15th? 9 A. Theydidn't-- | wouldn't say they all put it
10 A. | have had conversations with board members. 10 in exactly the terms you just described, but | talked
11 Q. Haveany of those board membersindicated to 11 with numerous board members that -- that have expressed
12 you that they were not advised that the NRA was goingto | 12 the need for -- they would -- and | -- and | believe
13 befiling for Chapter 11 bankruptcy on January the 7th? 13 this, for an open session where everybody can get
14  A. I'vehad board memberstell methat they -- 14 everything out in the open, everyone can ask their
15 that they -- they -- yeah, that they did not realize 15 questions.
16 that, they -- they -- and that's one of the reasons that 16 And now that the NRA has made the decision,
17 | thought it was agood idea to get them all together 17 based on the delegation of authority with the SLCsto
18 and let everyone ask their questions, because | don't 18 file the Chapter 11, they have a discussion about the
19 think some of them bothered to read the delegation of 19 wholething. I'vetalked to board members, from Susan
20 authority to the executive VP to reorganize the 20 Howard to Sandy Froman to -- to Joel Friedman, to --
21 association or ask questions about it. 21 to-- gosh, | would have to have alist of the board
22 And in executive session, even though | wasn't 22 membersin front of meto -- but | talked to probably
23 there, any board member could have asked any question 23 10, 15, 20 of them about -- you know, and everyone
24 that they wanted to, and | assume the officers would 24 agreesthat it would be good to get everyone together
25 have responded. But adecision had not been made at 25 and have afull, open discussion of everything.
Page 322 Page 324
1 that point to go that route. | guessit's something 1 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Did any of those board member
2 they could have talked about, but a decision had not 2 express concerns that they wish that there was that
3 been made at that point. 3 discussion that happened -- let me start over.
4 Q. Who are the board members that you're 4 Did any of those board members express
5 referring to that you spoke with and had that 5 concernsto you that -- about those discussions and how
6 conversation with? 6 they should have occurred on January the 7th?
7 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the 7 MR. GARMAN: Objection to form.
8 question. 8 A. Iwouldn't say it was so muchinrelation to
9 Go ahead. 9 those discussions and how they should have occurred.
10 A. About -- about the need for more discussion on 10 It wasthat they expressed a desire to get everything
11 everything? 11 out in the open, ask questions, have afull discussion
12 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Yeah, about the board not 12 of everything, everybody get their questions answered,
13 being told that, hey, we're about to go file for 13 and -- and that would be -- that's a good thing for the
14 Chapter 11 bankruptcy? 14 board and the association, because some of them clearly
15 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the 15 did not pay attention or -- or from what -- or follow
16 question. 16 that part on the reorganization.
17 A. Well -- 17 | had one of them tell me, for example, the
18 MR. CORRELL: ThisisMr. Corréll. | 18 only part that he really read was the part that involved
19 would just like to instruct the witness not to reveal 19 my contract and didn't really pay attention to any of
20 the substance of any communications with any members of | 20 the rest of the resolution. So | think there -- | think
21 the specid litigation committee that related to 21 it would be good for the association to have a board
22 litigation strategy. 22 meeting and afull discussion of everything and
23 A. Yeah, I'msorry, could you state the question 23 everybody get everything out in the open.
24 again? 24 Q. (BY MR.MASON) And afull disclosure with the
25 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Sure. 25 board, right, because that didn't happen on January
Page 323 Page 325
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1 the 7th? 1 do when you're facing that type situation, where we
2 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the 2 believed that we were being -- viewpoint discriminated
3 question. 3 against by the State of New Y ork, and we believed that
4  A. Wadll, keep in mind, that discussion could have 4 plan that Attorney General Schneiderman had laid out in
5 gone anywhere the board took it. | wasn't in there, but 5 2017 wasin full operation and in violation of the
6 in every executive session, every board member has the 6 organization's constitutional rights. And that's why we
7 right to ask any question that they have at all. And 7 have two First Amendment cases pending against the
8 the person that was chairing the meeting or the other 8 Department of Financial Services --
9 board members have an opportunity to take the mic and 9 Q. (BY MR.MASON) I understand. | understand.
10 talk about it. And | wasn'tinthere. | don't -- | 10 You've answered my question.
11 mean, if -- if questions weren't asked, they weren't 11 Who is Duane Liptak?
12 asked, but that's -- that's -- | mean, | wasn't in the 12 MR. CORRELL: Excuseme. ThisisKent
13 room. 13 Correll. Please don't interrupt the witness and

14 Q. (BY MR.MASON) On January 6, 2021, did you
15 know that if your employment agreement was approved by
16 the board on January 7, that you would be having -- that
17 you would believe that you had the authority to file

18 Chapter 11 bankruptcy on behalf of the NRA?

19 MR. GARMAN: Objection to form.
20 Go ahead and answer if you understand.
21 MR. CORRELL: Yeah. And to the extent --

22 thisisMr. Correll. To the extent that you had any
23 conversations with attorneys on that subject, not saying
24 you did, but if you did, please steer clear of those

25 conversations.
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allow -- and please do allow the witness to finish his
answer.

Q. (BY MR. MASON) Mr. LaPierre, who is Duane
Liptak?

A. Duane Liptak isamember of the board, or was
amember of the board.

Q. How long was he amember of the board?

Well, let me ask you this. Why ishe no

longer amember of the board?

A. Hesentin aresignation letter saying that --
| can't remember exactly what it said. | know he said

that he continues to support the organization, he'll do
Page 328

1 A. Wadll, al of my conversations | had prior to
2 that were with -- were with attorneysin regard to my
3 contract and what wasin it in terms of -- in terms of
4 the reorganization.
5 Q. (BY MR.MASON) And who were those attorneys?
6 A. | haddiscussions on my contract with Kent
7 Correll, my personal attorney. | had discussions
8 with -- with Bill Brewer.
9 Q. Youtedtified at the first 341 creditors
10 meeting that you made the decision for -- to file for
11 bankruptcy a couple weeks before January 15. Do you
12 remember that?
13 MR. GARMAN: Objection to form.
14 A. | think we made the actual final decision a
15 couple of days before. Asl said, if we had not had
16 that delegation of authority at the board meeting
17 through the executive VP to reorganize the NRA, | would
18 not have gone ahead, at least | wouldn't have, and filed
19 for that reorganization. So | mean, it -- that's the
20 case.
21 There had been discussions of all kinds of
22 different options that the NRA might take, but no
23 decisions had been made, strategic alternativesto -- to
24 dealing with what we believed was a not fair -- fair

25 playing field in New Y ork state and how -- what do you
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anything he can to -- to help it. | honestly don't
remember what the rest of the letter said. | read it,
but | just don't remember.

Q. Let'stakealook at -- if we can get
Exhibit -- Ackerman Exhibit 148, please.

(AMc Exhibit 148 marked.)

Q. (BY MR. MASON) And if you'll let me know,
Mr. LaPierre, when you've got Exhibit 148 up.

MR. GARMAN: We are pulling it up right

now.

Brian, it's Greg. | keep refreshing, but it's
not there yet. Isitinthe folder deposition of Wayne
LaPierre, 3/23 under Marked Exhibits?

MR. CORRELL: It should be. Can| get
delegated access to share my screen please?

MR. GARMAN: Y eah, the screen is pretty
far from us. WEe'll do our best, but it's probably a
good 15 feet from us. But you can try. We'll do our
best.

MR. CORRELL: Let'sgo off the record
real quick. Let me get thisfigured out. Just for one
or two minutes.

MR. GARMAN: Wewon't leave.

THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We are going off the

record. Thetimeonthevideois11:37 am.
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1 (Break from 11:37 am. to 11:42 am.) 1 attorney/client privilege, but otherwise you can answer.
2 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: WEe'e back on the 2 A. Yeah, theonly discussions | had were with
3 record. Thetime ontherecordis11:47 -- I'm sorry -- 3 counsel and with the SLC.
4 11:42 am. 4 Q. (BY MR.MASON) And that was prior to January
5 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Mr. LaPierre, I'vegot up on 57?
6 my screen Ackerman Exhibit 148. Can you see the 6 A. Thatiscorrect.
7 document on the screen and specifically the email at the 7 Q. Andwho wasthe counsel that you're referring
8 top from Mr. Liptak? 8 to?
9 A. Letme--it'staking me aminute becauseit's 9 A. That would be Bill Brewer and the specia
10 along way away. I'm struggling to read it. | see 10 litigation committee.
11 to -- from Duane Liptak to John Frazer. Subject, 11 Q. Sodidyou have conversations with the special
12 announcement from Wayne LaPierre. Andit says-- | can | 12 litigation committee specifically prior to January 7
13 read it now. 13 relating to the NRA filing Chapter 11 bankruptcy?
14 (Witness reading to himself.) 14 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
15 | read -- just read that. 15 question.
16 Q. Haveyou seen thisemail before? 16 | again give you the same instruction.
17 A. | havenot seen that email. 17  A. And| did not have independent -- any
18 Q. Haveyou had any conversations with Mr. Liptak 18 discussions were in the presence of counsel.
19 since January the 15th? 19 Q. (BY MR.MASON) And I'm not asking you to get
20 A. | havenot. 20 into those discussions. I'm asking you -- well, let me
21 Q. Doyou believe -- do you believe Mr. Liptak 21 ask it thisway.
22 would have sent this email to Mr. Frazer if the 22 Did you ever tell Charles Cotton prior to
23 Chapter 11 bankruptcy had been discussed at the January | 23 January 7 that the NRA is seriously considering about to
24 7th board meeting? 24 file Chapter 11 bankruptcy in Texas?
25 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the 25 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
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1 question. question.
2 A. Wédll, I'm speculating. | mean, | -- Same instruction. Y ou can otherwise answer.
3 MR. GARMAN: No, no, no. We're not going A. Wewere -- we were working with Charles Cotton

1

2

3
4 to speculate. | also object to foundation. 4 on -- and Charles Cotton was actually having meetings
5 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Areyou going to answer my 5 with the governor of Texas and with other people,
6 question, Mr. LaPierre? 6 because Texas was, along with about 20 other states,
7 A. I'danswer your question that | wasn't in the 7 really were doing everything they can to encourage NRA
8 room, but when aresolution was passed, any board member| 8 to leave the toxic environment in New Y ork, which they
9 had the opportunity to ask any question that they wanted 9 considered, based on their reading of the news and the

10 to ask. And if someone wanted to ask a question in 10 information they were receiving from their -- from their

11 relation to the reorganization and what that entailed, 11 contactsthat -- and to reorganize in their state. And

12 which was delegated to the EV P, they had a full 12 | had the discussions with Charles Cotton about the work

13 opportunity to doit. | mean, obviously, you know, | 13 hewas doing with the -- with the governor of Texas and

14 wasn't intheroom, so | -- | don't -- | don't know the 14 with -- in relation to that.

15 full extent of the discussion or how close they got to 15 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Okay. So prior to January 7,

16 it or what they discussed. 16 did you specifically tell Mr. Cotton that we are on the

17 Q. Prior to the January 7th board meeting, did 17 verge of making adecision to file Chapter 11 bankruptcy

18 you have any discussions with anyone about not telling 18 and reincorporate in Texas?

19 the board of directors at the January 7th meeting that 19 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the

20 the NRA was considering filing for Chapter 11 20 question.

21 bankruptcy? 21 I give you the same instruction.

22 MR. GARMAN: Object to the form of the 22 A. | --1think that Charles was aware that that

23 question. 23 wasone of the options. | don't think -- adecision had

24 And simply to the extent your answer would 24 not been made. It -- but | had discussions with Charles

25 include counsel, | instruct you not to invade the 25 interms of reorganizing and -- and moving NRA to a--
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1 somewhere that wanted the organization, would offer a
2 fair regulatory environment where the organization could
3 grow and prosper.
4 A decision had not been made on how that would
5 be done, whether it would be Chapter 11, whether it
6 would be bankruptcy. | think that every -- every option
7 was being explored, but a decision had not been made.
8 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Who is Phillip Journey?
9 A. Phillip Journey isamember of the board of
10 directors, aprevious member of the board of directors,
11 and heisaformer state legidator, | believe. And
12 he'sajudge now, to the best of my knowledge.

13 Q. How long have you known Judge Journey?
14  A. Gosh, probably 20, 25 years.

15 Q. Doyouconsider him afriend?

16  A. Imean, | -- I'mfriendly with everybody. |

17 respect everybody. | mean, do we -- do we pal around
18 together? No, wedon't. But I'verun into Phil at

19 numerous meetings on -- speaking on the road over the
20 years, and we've aways had very friendly conversations
21 and -- yes.

22 Q. Haveyou known him to be an honest and

23 truthful person?

1 about someone I'm saying | really don't know very well.
2 I'm not trying to be evasive on the issue; it's just
3 that if you -- if you -- | mean, if you don't know
4 somebody very well, it's hard to make an assessment. |
5 mean, | guess| take everybody at face value, as|
6 believe there'sgood in everybody that | meet, you know.
7 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Prior to -
8 A. Ihopethereis.
9 Q. Priorto January 15, did Judge Journey ever

10 say or do anything that made you question hisintegrity?

11 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
12 question.
13 A. Asl'vesad, thelast 15 or 20 years, every

14 timeI've met Phil Journey, Judge Journey, he's been

15 nice and we had a nice conversation and nothing happened
16 in those conversations that -- that made me question his
17 integrity.

18 I remember back in the days of the '97 and '98

19 when he was on the board, | thought that -- when there

20 was an issue going on, | thought some of the decisions

21 that he made -- was making in terms of how he voted

22 was-- | thought was the wrong way, but -- and was the

23 wrong decision, but that was along, long time ago and,

24 MR. GARMAN: Objection to form. 24 you know, people change. And I'm somebody that
25 Go ahead. 25 understands people change, and that's why | responded
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1 A. Youknow,all cansayisl'vehad -- I've 1 theway | responded when the -- when the person called
2 had friendly conversations with him, like all kinds of 2 me about, What do you think about Phil being nominated
3 other people you have friendly conversations with. 3 for the board? | said, I've got alot of -- I've run
4 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Prior to January 14, did you 4 into him alot of times and he was friendly and nice.

5 consider Mr. -- Judge Journey an honest and truthful

6 person?

7 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the

8 question.

9 A. Youknow, again, | don't have -- | don't have
10 adeep relationship with -- I'm not trying to disparage
11 Mr. Journey in any way; it'sjust | don't have the type
12 of relationship or the amount of experience in terms of
13 working with to -- you know, | mean, Mr. Journey has
14 aways appeared to me to be, you know, nice and he was
15 friendly.
16 In fact, prior to his nomination to the board,
17 someone called me on the board and said, What do you
18 think of Phil Journey? And | said, Well, I've run into
19 him several times and he's always been nice and we've
20 had nice conversations. And that was my answer.
21 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Prior to January 15, did you
22 bhelieve that Judge Journey was a man of integrity?

23 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
24 question.
25  A. Again, you're asking me to make a judgment
Page 335

5 And| -- basicdly, | said I've had very nice
6 conversations with him, even though I think back in the
7 '90s some of the positions he took on the board | -- |
8 disagreed with, to the best of my recollection. |
9 didn't think it wasin the best interest of the NRA.
10 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Wasthe NRA'sfiling of
11 Chapter 11 bankruptcy a major decision for the NRA?

12 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
13 question.
14  A. Yes, the NRA'sdecision to file Chapter 11 was

15 a-- wasamajor decision.

16 Q. (BY MR.MASON) The NRA hasbeenin New York
17 for 150 years. Right?

18 A. They have.

19 Q. Thiswas-- thiswasahistoric decision,

20 wasn'tit?

21 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the

22 question.

23 A. Wael,itwasadecisionthat -- as| said, the

24 NRA for years has been talking on and off about the need
25 to reincorporate in somewhere that offered afriendlier
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1 environment than New Y ork state to the organization.
2 There were also ongoing discussions even about the NRA's
3 principal place of operation herein Virginia, that
4 maybe -- maybe it would be better for our employeesto
5 moveinto afriendlier place.
6 So these discussions have been going on for
7 many, many years, long before the issue of General
8 Schneiderman's tel ephone call, Governor Cuomo, DFS,
9 General James or General James' statement during her
10 campaign about the NRA being a criminal terrorist
11 organization and --
12 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Mr. LaPierre, my question was
13 much more -- was much more simple than that. Let's move
14 on.
15 Would you agree --
16 MR. CORRELL: ThisisKent Correll.
17 Mr. Mason, again, | would just caution you to allow the
18 witness to finish his answers and not --
19 MR. MASON: Not if he'sjust going to
20 filibuster, not if I'm asking him simple questions,
21 so--

22 MR. CORRELL: Mr. Mason, you have a

23 duty --

24 MR. MASON: Let's move on.

25 MR. CORRELL: Excuse me, Mr. Mason. You

Page 338

1 decisionto do it at that point and would not have done
2 itif the board did not delegate that authority.
3 Q. (BY MR.MASON) If the board did not delegate
4 that authority, are you aware of any other NRA corporate
5 governance document that provided you with the authority
6 tofile Chapter 11 bankruptcy on behalf of the NRA?
7 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
8 question, calsfor legal conclusion.
9 A. Yeah, | amnot aware, but I'm not alawyer and

10 I'm not an expert on all of the NRA documents and

11 bylaws.

12 But as| said, | would not -- without that

13 specific delegation of authority from the board in that

14 resolution that delegated me the ability to reorganize,

15 | certainly would not have moved forward.

16 Q. Youtestified yesterday that on January 15th,

17 the day that the NRA filed for bankruptcy, you had a

18 telephone call withthe SLC. Isthat right?

19 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the

20 question.

21 Go ahead.

22 A. Yes | did

23 Q. (BY MR.MASON) And on that telephone call was

24 yourself and Ms. Meadows and Mr. Cotton and Mr. Lee. Is

25 that correct?
Page 340

1 have aduty as an officer of the court and under the
2 rules of this court to allow awitness to finish an
3 answer. It'snot for you to decide when the witnessis
4 done.
5 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Mr. LaPierre, would you agree
6 that if acompany isgoing to file for Chapter 11
7 bankruptcy, that that bankruptcy must be authorized?
8 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
9 question, callsfor alegal conclusion.
10 A. The--theboard -- as|'ve said before, the
11 board in the resolution that they passed at the January
12 meseting specifically allocated to the executive VP, and
13 asodid it in consultation with the SLC, the authority
14 to reorganize the organization. If they had not done
15 that, | certainly would not have moved forward.
16 Q. (BY MR.MASON) And on January 6, did you know
17 that? Did you know that the authorization -- the
18 approval of your employment agreement would provide you
19 that authorization?

20 MR. GARMAN: Objection, asked and
21 answered.

22 Go ahead again.

23 A. | --1 knew that within that delegation that

24 was being proposed, it would open up the option of doing

25 that, if we choseto do it, but we had not made a
Page 339

1 A. Thatiscorrect.

2 Q. Wasthat thefirst time that you told the

3 members of the SLC that you had made a final decision
4 with respect to filing Chapter 11 bankruptcy?

5 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
6 question.
7 MR. CORRELL: Also, thisis Mr. Correll.

8 | would instruct the witness not to divulge any
9 communications that were made to the SLC for purposes of
10 obtaining legal advice or assistance for the
11 organization.
12 A. Thediscussionsthat | had with the SLC at
13 that point included -- included legal advice from
14 counselors.
15 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Werethere any attorneys on
16 that -- on that phone call?

17 A. Yes

18 Q. Mr. Cotton?

19 MR. GARMAN: Objection to form.

20 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Or were there other -- were

21 there other attorneys on besides the four of you?

22 MR. CORRELL: Objection to the form of
23 the question. ThisisMr. Correll.

24  A. Butl asohad -- | also had an independent
25 call with --
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1 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Mr. LaPierre, I'm asking about
2 whowasonthecall. | believe you said -- | asked you

3 if there was attorneys on the call, and you said yes.

4 You said there was four people on the telephone call,

5 yourself, Mr. Cotton, Mr. Lee and Ms. Meadows. |s that

6 correct?

7 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
8 question.
9 Y ou can answer that.

10 A. Yeah, that'sthe onel wasjust going to say.

11 | had conversation with the three officers of the SLC
12 and myself where we made the final decision to file --
13 filefor bankruptcy.

14 Q. Soprior to that phone call, had you made a
15 final decision on the decision to file for bankruptcy?
16 A. No, that phone cal is when we made the final
17 decisionto doit.

18 Q. How long did that phone call last?
19 A. | don't remember.
20 Q. Wasthat thefirst timethat you told the SLC

21 that you had made afina decision to file Chapter 11
22 bankruptcy?

23 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
24 question.
25 A. No. Wehad had discussions about it earlier
Page 342

1 A. Wadll, there was tremendous concern among the
2 specid litigation committee, in particular, about leaks
3 and the fact that -- and as we talked about, there was
4 an ongoing process of leaks, unfortunately, in real-time
5 fromthe -- from the board. And the special litigation
6 committee, in particular -- but | shared the same
7 concern, but they were very concerned that aleak on
8 thiswith the clear intent of General James to dissolve
9 the National Rifle Association in what we believed, as |
10 said numerous times, was an improper use of government
11 authority, that she would -- if leaked, she would
12 immediately attempt to put the NRA into receivership,
13 which would, in effect, destroy the organization.
14 Andwe, the SLC and |, had a-- | mean, my
15 gosh, it'sawonderful organization with 5 million
16 members. It doesal kinds of amazing things, aswe
17 talked about, safety training, education, political and
18 legidative advocacy. It's one of the oldest civil
19 rights organizations in the country, and it sure doesn't
20 deserveto be dissolved or put into receivership, so --
21 and that's why.
22 Q. Okay. Werethere any other reasons, asyou
23 sit here right now, that you can think of ?
24 A. No.

25 Q. Withrespect to New York putting the NRA into
Page 344

1 inthe week and had -- had just not cometo afina --

2 final decision on if and when or the time in which we

3 weregoing to do it.

4 MR. MASON: Let'sdo this. We've been

5 going about an hour. Why don't we go ahead and take a

6 five-minute break, if that's okay.

7 MR. GARMAN: Sure.

8 Brian, when do you want to take a lunch break,

9 so we can plan?
10 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: Do you want to go off
11 the record?
12 MR. GARMAN: Okay. Y eah, we can go off
13 the record.
14 MR. MASON: It'suptoy'al and
15 Mr. LaPierre.
16 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We're going off the
17 record. Thetime on thevideois 12:04 p.m.
18 (Break from 12:04 p.m. to 12:19 pm.)
19 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We're back on the
20 record. Thetime onthevideo is12:19 p.m.
21 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Mr. LaPierre, after you and
22 the special litigation committee made the final decision
23 tofile Chapter 11 bankruptcy, why did you not go back
24 to the NRA board before actually pulling the trigger and

25 filing?
Page 343

1 receivership, isthat a concern that you came up with on

2 your own?
3 MR. GARMAN: So | object.
4 | instruct you not to divulge the

5 attorney/client privilege, and any information you
6 received from counsel on that point, | instruct you not
7 torespond with.
8 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Areyou going to answer my
9 question, Mr. LaPierre?
10 A. No, I'mnot. I'm going to take the advice of
11 counsel on that issue.
12 Q. Andwho wasthe counsel that you're
13 referencing in refusing to answer that particular
14 question?
15 MR. CORRELL: Objection. Thisis
16 Mr. Correll. Objection to the extent that the question
17 impliesthat any particular counsel was -- was giving
18 any advice on that issue.
19 My instruction to the witnessis to the extent
20 that you can answer the question without divulging
21 communications with attorneys, you can do so. Otherwise
22 your instruction is not to answer the question.
23 Q. (BY MR.MASON) And | am not asking you for
24 any communications, Mr. LaPierre. | am just asking for

25 theidentity of the lawyersthat you're refusing to
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1 answer the question based upon the attorney/client 1 usually haveto pull out the bylaws and -- as do most

2 privilege. 2 people, and try to find the section and see what it

3 MR. CORRELL: Mr. Mason, you're asking 3 says.

4 him, in effect, to identify lawyers who advised him on 4 Q. Areyou bound by the NRA bylaws?

5 theissue of whether -- of litigation strategy with 5 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the

6 respect to the pending litigation in New York. | think 6 question.

7 that's an improper question. Maybe you can try to 7 A. Yes. | work for the board of directors and

8 rephrase your question and we can get to a place where 8 the bylaws that the organization operates under.

9 we're more comfortable with your question. 9 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Did your employment agreement,
10 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Let meask it thisway. 10 your January 2021 employment agreement, amend or modify
11 Mr. LaPierre, was the concern that you had 11 the NRA bylawsin any way?

12 with receivership, was that -- was that a concern based 12 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
13 upon communications with counsel ? 13 question.
14 MR. GARMAN: So | am going to give you 14 A. Not-- not that I'm aware of.
15 the sameinstruction. Y ou can answer that question yes 15 Q. (BY MR MASON) Let'stakealook at -- if we
16 or no. 16 can look at Ackerman Exhibit 11.
17 A. Yeah. 17 MR. GARMAN: We have Ackerman Exhibit 148
18 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Who was that counsel? 18 and then we have Exhibits 7 through 10.
19 A. Actualy, it was-- it was more than one 19 MR. MASON: Hopefully it's going to drop
20 counsel. 20 in any second.
21 Q. Okay. Who -- who were the more than one? 21 MR. GARMAN: Well keep refreshing.
22 MR. GARMAN: So | don't understand the 22 (AMc Exhibit 11 marked.)
23 relevance of this. 1'm going to instruct him not to 23 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Let'scome back to that.
24 divulge even who the advice came from. | don't seeits 24 Let's come back to that if it's not going to be dropped
25 relevance. 25 inthere.
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1 MR. MASON: Relevanceis not a proper 1 On January 6, were you aware that there was an

2 objection, and it is not improper. He's aready
3 testified that there was a concern about the NRA going
4 into receivership and that was based upon communications
5 with counsel. It's a perfectly appropriate question to
6 ask who those communications were with without going
7 into anything else.
8 MR. CORRELL: ThisisMr. Correll. |
9 respectfully disagree, and | think that if the question
10 isdesigned to elicit information as to which counsel
11 expressed opinions or gave advice on the issue of
12 whether receivership was -- was something that might be
13 appropriately -- well, receivership might be a concern
14 in New York, | think that it's -- you're asking for who
15 advised him on those issues.

16 MR. GARMAN: | joinin that.

17 And | instruct you not to answer.

18 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Mr. LaPierre, are you going to
19 follow your counsel's instruction?

20 A. lam.

21 Q. Didyou personaly come up with the concern

22 about -- strike that. I'll come back to that.
23 Areyou familiar with the NRA's bylaws?
24 A. Moreorless. | wouldn't say I'm an expert on

25 the NRA bylaws, but | mean, when a question comes up, |
Page 347

2 officer's compensation committee meeting?

3 A. That would be the -- | assume that would be

4 the meeting that took place during the -- during the

5 board of directors meeting. Was that the date of the

6 board of directors meeting, the 6th?

7 Q. Thisistheday before.

8 A. Widl, | was-- | waswith the officers that

9 day who represent the special compensation committee and
10 who are the members of the special compensation
11 committee. | don't know that they had ameeting. They
12 might have.
13 Q. Soasyou sit hereright now, you were not
14 aware as to whether the officers compensation committee
15 was having a meeting on January 6 with respect to your
16 employment agreement?

17 MR. GARMAN: Objection to form.
18 Go ahead.
19 A. lwas--| wasinameeting with al three of

20 those -- all three of those officers on the 6th, but |

21 wouldn't have been in the part of the meeting where they
22 did the special compensation committee part.

23 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Woasthe meeting that you were
24 with the SLC on January 6, was that in person? Was

25 everybody there in person?
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1 A. They were. | think they were. | can't

2 remember whether Carolyn -- Carolyn Meadows, | think,
3 was on the phone.

4 Q. Andwereyou -- where were the rest of you?

5 Wereyou at the Brewer firm offices on January 6?

6 A. That'scorrect.

7 Q. Okay. Let'stry thisagain. Let'sseeif we

8 can drop Exhibit 109. It lookslikeit may beupin

9 the--

10 (AMc Exhibit 109 marked.)
11 MR. GARMAN: Yeah, it's |loaded.
12 Q. (BY MR.MASON) And if you will, please scroll

13 down to page 11 of 16, please.

14 Canyou see 11 of 16, Mr. LaPierre? At the

15 top, it says National Rifle Association of America

16 report of the officers compensation committee?

17  A. | doseethat.

18 Q. Okay. Andthenif you go down to the third

19 paragraph, it says the committee was presented with and

20 considered an employment agreement negotiated by counsel
21 for the NRA and counsel for Mr. LaPierre. Questions and
22 discussion ensued.

23 Do you seethat?
24 A. |doseethat.
25 Q. Hadyou seen acopy of your -- adraft copy of

Page 350

1 me-- we had talked about this. He asked meif | was
2 okay --

3 Q. ldont--1don'twantto getinto

4 conversations with -- with your counsel.

5 So let me ask this question. When did you

6 first execute your employment agreement?

7 A. I'msorry. | don't understand the question.
8 Q. Sure
9 Well, let me ask it thisway. Prior to the

10 board meeting on January the 7th, did you -- did you

11 sign your employment agreement?

12 A. No, | believel signed it after -- after the

13 board meeting -- after the board meeting approved the

14 employment -- the contract.

15 Q. Didyou haveachanceto fully review and

16 approve the employment agreement before it was presented
17 to the board on January the 7th?

18 A. Yeah, | believe the specia compensation

19 committee showed me what they were going to propose on
20 the 6th, and it was what | had agreed to with my

21 attorney.

22 Q. Areyou aware that the -- the employment

23 agreement that was presented to the board on January 7th
24 did not have a choice of law or choice of venue

25 provisioninit?
Page 352

1 your employment agreement as of January the 6th?
2 A. Ithink | saw acopy of it on January 6th of
3 what they -- what they had proposed or were proposing.

Q. Prior to January 6th, were you involved at al
in the negotiations with respect to your employment
agreement?

MR. GARMAN: Objection to form.
| had talked about it with my --

MR. CORRELL: Excuseme. Thisis
Mr. Correll.

Q. (BY MR.MASON) And | don't want to get into
conversations between you and Mr. Correll.

MR. CORRELL: Thank you.

Q. (BY MR. MASON) So to the extent that you had
aconversation, | don't want to get into the substance.
My question isjust simply -- well, let me ask it this
way.

Prior to January 6th, were you aware of any
negotiations relating to your employment agreement?

A. Thecommunications| -- in terms of this
employment agreement took place between myself and --
and my attorney, Mr. Correll.

Q. WasMr. Correll present at the Brewer office
on January the 6th?

A. No, | don't believe he was, but he had called
Page 351

N

A.

25

1 A, |-lwasn'tawareof that. I'mnota
2 lawyer. | wouldn't have been looking for that.
3 Q. Asyou sit heretoday, do you know why your
4 employment agreement that was presented to the board on
5 January 7th did not have a choice of law or choice of
6 venue provision?
7 A. ldonot. | mean, those arelegal questions
8 that | just would not have focused on.
9 Q. Whowould be the peopleto ask to find the
10 answer to that question?

11 A. I think the special compensation committee.
12 Q. Anyoneelse?
13  A. Waell, whoever the special compensation

14 committee worked with from alegal standpoint, if they
15 worked with someone.

16 Q. Didyou notice when reviewing your employment
17 agreement that was going to be presented to the board

18 that it did not have a choice of law or choice of venue

19 provision?

20 MR. GARMAN: Objection to form.
21 Go ahead.
22 A. I didnot. | mean, that would be something

23 that | did not -- not being alawyer, would not have
24 focused on, did not understand, would not even realize

25 that needed to be in there, if it did.
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1 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Asyou sit heretoday, do you
2 know that the employment agreement that was presented to
3 the board on January 7th did not have a choice of law or
4 choice of venue provision?
5 A. [|didnot know that.
6 Q. Youstill did not know that asyou sit here
7 today?
8 A. No, | --1did not know that until after the
9 board -- board meeting when | remember -- when | sat
10 down and signed the agreement after the board meeting,
11 after it had been approved, | noticed that it said
12 something about the state of Texas and -- onit. That's
13 thefirst | noticed it.
14 Q. Areyou aware of any negotiations that took
15 place with respect to the choice of law or choice of
16 venue provision in the employment agreement that you
17 ultimately executed?
18 A. lamnot. Thefirst| saw it waswhen | was
19 there with -- | believe sitting there with Charles
20 Cotton and | signed the agreement.
21 Q. Doyou know if any other -- any other states
22 or forums besides Texas were considered for the choice

1 my namefor fundraising if they decided they wanted to
2 doit, at their discretion, not mine.
3 Q. Doyouknow al of the people -- or let me ask
4 it thisway. Do you know the people that reviewed a
5 draft of your employment agreement before it was
6 presented to the board on January the 7th?
7  A. ldontknow. | know the-- | know the-- |
8 know the officersdid. | don't know whether any other
9 board members did or not.
10 Q. Why did your employment agreement that was
11 presented to the board on January 7th not include
12 specific language delegating you the power to file
13 Chapter 11 bankruptcy on behaf of the NRA?

14 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
15 question.
16 A. Why did my employment agreement not include

17 that language?

18 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Yes.

19 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
20 question.

21 A. Becauseit wasmy -- the part | had was my

22 contract with the -- with the -- involving my employment

23 of law and venue provision in your employment agreement? 23 with the NRA.
24 MR. GARMAN: Objection to form. 24 Q. (BY MR.MASON) But if I understand your
25 Go ahead. 25 testimony --
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1 A. Idon't, becausel did not even understand 1 A. | saw--1|saw it onthe 6th, asecond part of
2 that that was necessary to be put in there or that there 2 that contract that talked about the delegation to the
3 was adiscussion going on around it or that it was going 3 EVP about reorganizing the association.
4 to happen. | just -- not being alawyer, it's just not 4 Q. When you reviewed that contract on January
5 something that | would have looked for or understood. 5 6th, did you understand that that reorganization
6 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Fair enough. 6 language in the employment agreement would have provide
7 Soisit fair to say that you just left that 7 you with the authority to file Chapter 11 bankruptcy on
8 up to the attorneys? 8 behalf of the NRA?

A. | --thefair thing to say isthat | noticed

10 that it was there when | signed the contract and had not
11 noticed anything about it until | happened to see it

12 when | was signing the contract.

13 Q. How did you noticeit after when you were

14 signing the contract if you didn't notice it when you

15 originaly reviewed the employment agreement before the

16 January 7th board meeting?

17 MR. GARMAN: Objection to form.

18 Go ahead.

19  A. Becausel don't -- | don't think it was there

20 intheoriginal draft that | -- that | saw.

21 Q. (BY MR.MASON) And so --
22  A. ltwasthe part that | talked about with my
23 attorney in terms of the conditions of employment and

24 the -- you know, and the fact that NRA, not me, had

25 certain -- at their discretion, certain rightsto -- to
Page 355

9 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
10 question.
11 Go ahead and answer.
12 A. Ithink | understood that it would give the

13 EVP wide latitude in terms of strategic alternatives

14 to -- interms -- in terms of how it proceeded forward

15 with the NRA and that one of them would have been --
16 would have been pursuing the Chapter 11.

17 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Sowhy was -- why was that no
18 put into the employment agreement? Why -- why was --
19 why was there not bankruptcy language added into the
20 employment agreement?

21 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
22 question and the characterization.

23 A. ldon'tknow. I don't know. All | know isl

24 read the -- | read the piece of paper al the way

25 through, and | don't know the why.
Page 357
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2 relied on your lawyers for?
3 MR. CORRELL: ThisisMr. Correll.
4 Objection to the form.

7 SLC or somebody added the second part to it.

9 go ahead and take a lunch break, if that's works for
10 everybody.
11 MR. GARMAN: Sure.
12
13 record. Thetime on the video is 12:45 p.m.

1 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Isthat something that you

5 A. Thepart that | wasfocused on was my part of
6 thecontract. | know that the -- the -- you know, the

8 MR. MASON: Let'sdo this. Why don't we

THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We're going off the

1 Q. Onsectionahere, it saysrepea or amend the
2 bylaws or adopt new bylaws. Do you see that?

3  A. Reped or amend -- yeah, | do see that.

4 Q. Soisityour understanding that the board of
5 directors has the power to -- strike that.

6 Isit your understanding that the board of

7 directors has the sole power to repeal or amend the

8 bylaws or adopt new bylaws?

9 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
10 question.
11 A. Yeah, | mean, | am not alawyer, but that's

12 the way -- that's they way that reads.
13 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Okay. If you'll go down to

24 seethat?
25 A. | do.

22 when said board is not in session, other than the powers
23 to -- and then there's alist of various things. Do you

Page 359

14 (Break from 12:45 p.m. to 1:36 p m.) 14 the next page, please, section f. Do you see where it
15 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We'e back on the 15 saysthe board has the power to adopt and disseminate a
16 record. Thetime onthevideois1:36 pm. 16 fundamental change of view or basic policy or basic
17 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Mr. LaPierre, areyou ready to | 17 organizationa structure of the association? Do you see
18 proceed? 18 that?
19 A. lam. 19 A. Ido.
20 Q. Hopefully you've got Exhibit -- Ackerman 20 Q. Isityour understanding that the board has
21 Exhibit 11 in front of you. Do you recognize those to 21 the sole authority to adopt and disseminate a
22 bethe most recent NRA bylaws? 22 fundamental change of view or basic policy or basic
23 A. ldo. 23 organizational structure of the association?
24 Q. Okay. Couldyou go to page 23 for me, please? 24 MR. GARMAN: Object to the form of the
25 Let me know when you're there, please? 25 question.
Page 358 Page 360
1 MR. GARMAN: Hey, Counsdl, the way we're 1 Y ou can answer.
2 setupin here, | haveto do the scralling. It's Greg. 2 A. Fromwhat| -- from what | understand, that
3 Sowe're amost there. Okay. 3 the board aso had the power to delegate to the EVP's
4 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Doyouseearticle VI, 4 office the authority to restructure the organization.
5 Mr. LaPierre, executive committee? 5 I've heard -- well, | shouldn't get into
6 MR. GARMAN: Oh, you mean 23 -- do you 6 privileged conversation with lawyers on this, but --
7 mean 23 of the bylaws or the page of the exhibit? 7 MR. GARMAN: Right. Stop there.
8 MR. MASON: Page 23 of the bylaws. | 8 THE WITNESS: Yeah.
9 guessit looks like page 27 of 60 on the PDF. 9 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Soisit--isityour
10 MR. GARMAN: We'reon page 23. Goahead. | 10 understanding that your January 2021 employment
11 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Do you seethe sectiontitled | 11 agreement modified or changed the section f that we just
12 article VI, Mr. LaPierre? 12 read here?
13 A. ldo. 13 MR. GARMAN: Object to the form of the
14 Q. Andthat'srelated to the executive committee. 14 question.
15 Right? 15 A. My understandingisthat in my -- that 2020
16 A. That'scorrect. 16 employment agreement, it delegated the board -- the full
17 Q. And then do you see at the bottom, section 2, 17 board delegated to the EV P's office the authority to
18 powers and duties? 18 reorganize the -- the association.
19 A. Ido. 19 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Okay. Soit'syour
20 Q. And it says the executive committee shall 20 understanding then that, according to f here, that the
21 exerciseadl of the powers of the board of directors 21 executive vice president now has the power to adopt and

22 disseminate afundamental change of view or basic policy
23 or basic organizational structure of the association?
24 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the

25 question.
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A. | understand that the full board has the
power -- has the power to delegate to the executive vice
president the authority to reorganize the association
and the full board operates under the bylaws of the
association.

Q. (BY MR. MASON) My questionisalittle bit
more simple than that.

Did the full board authorize the executive
vice president to adopt and disseminate a fundamental
change of view or basic policy or basic organizational
structure of the association?
MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the

question.

A. The board delegated to the executive vice
president in a-- in aresolution that they passed at
the board meeting in Dallas the authority to reorganize
the association.

Q. (BY MR.MASON) Soisthe answer to my
question yes?

MR. GARMAN: No, objection to the form of

the question.
22 A. No, my answer isthat the board delegated the
23 authority to the executive vice president at the full
24 board meeting in Dallas to do areorganization.

© 00N UL WDN PR
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MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
question.
A. They -- they delegated through the EVP's
office the authority to reorganize the -- the
association.
MR. MASON: Objection, honresponsive.
Q. (BY MR. MASON) Do you know what the word
"merger" means?
MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
question to the extent that it calls for alega
conclusion.
MR. CORRELL: Also, | object to your
objection. | don't think you can object to your own

© 00N UL WDN PR

10
11
12
13

14 question. If you're moving to strike, | think that

15 would be the proper response.

16 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Do you know what "merger"
17 means, Mr. LaPierre?

18 MR. GARMAN: Same objection.

19 A. Tell mewhat it means.

20 Q. (BY MR.MASON) I'masking you if you know

21 what it means.

22  A. | --1don't know exactly what it means as
23 it's-- asit's stated there. | mean, what | do know is
24 that board at that board meeting passed a resolution

25 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Do you seetheword 25 giving the EVP the authority to reorganize the
Page 362 Page 364
1 "reorganization" anywhere in subsection f? 1 association, and it was with that authority that | and
2 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the 2 the SLC did what we did. And there was an opportunity
3 question. 3 for full debate at that board meeting. | wasn'tin the

4  A. No, | don't seetheword, but that's what was
5 in the resolution that was passed by our full board of
6 directors at the board meeting.
7 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Let'sgo down to subsectioni.
8 Do you see where it says present a petition for judicial
9 dissolution or to adopt plans of merger, consolidation,
10 or nonjudicia dissolution? Do you see that?
11  A. ldo.
12 Q. Would you agree with me that the board has the
13 sole authority to present a petition for judicial
14 dissolution or adopt plans of merger, consolidation or
15 nonjudicial dissolution?

16 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
17 question.
18 A. I would agreethat that language -- that's

19 what that language says. On the other hand, the board
20 of directors at the Dallas meeting delegated the

21 authority to the executive vice president's office to do
22 are-- to reorganize the association, and that iswho |
23 work for, isthe board of directors.

24 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Did the board of directors

25 designate you the power to adopt a plan of merger?
Page 363

4 session, but that's what happened.

5 Q. Didthe NRA board designate the executive vice
6 president with the power to petition for judicia

7 dissolution or adopt a plan of merger, consolidation or

8 nonjudicia dissolution in your January 2021 employment
9 agreement?

10 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
11 question.
12 A. They -- they passed aresolution authorizing

13 the EVP to reorganize the association and -- and beyond
14 that, | would be getting into discussions, all kinds of

15 discussions with lawyers as to what that authority

16 involved.

17 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Let'sgo town to subsection k.
18 Do you see where it says formulate such other corporate
19 policy decisions or perform corporate activities of the
20 association of such major significance asto warrant

21 action by the full board of directors? Do you see that?
22 A. ldo.

23 Q. Doyou believethat thefiling of Chapter 11

24 bankruptcy is an activity of the association of such

25 major significance?
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1 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the 1 filed individual charges against John Frazer and also
2 question. 2 against me personally, the Brewer firm recused
3 A. Il giveyou-- 1 mean, I'll giveyou the 3 themselves from representing me. And | -- | found a

4 same answer. | mean, | understood that with that

5 resolution passed by the full board of directors, they

6 were delegating to the EVP's office, the executive vice

7 president's office, the authority to reorganize the

8 association, and it was under that authority delegated

9 by thefull board of directors to the EVP's office that
10 I, in consultation with the SLC, took the action that we
11 took.
12 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Wasthefiling of Chapter 11
13 bankruptcy amajor action for the NRA?

14 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
15 question.
16 A. Ithink I'veaready said it was -- it was a

17 major -- magjor item. Significant.

18 Q. (BY MR. MASON) Yeah. Okay.

19 Do you intend to ask the board of directors to
20 ratify thefiling of the bankruptcy on March the 28hth?

21 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
22 question.
23 And | instruct you not to answer to the extent

24 that your answer would constitute our legal strategy and

25 the discussions with counsel.
Page 366

4 lawyer to represent me, Kent Correll. And John Frazer
5 found out that the Brewer firm made it very clear they
6 could no longer represent us individualy.
7 Q. Areyouawareyou're anindividua defendant
8 in thelitigation between the NRA and Ackerman McQueen?
9 MR. GARMAN: Objection to form.
10 A. | amawareof alawsuit Ackerman McQueen filed
11 against -- against me.
12 Q. (BY MR.MASON) And prior to the -- prior to
13 thefiling of the New York Attorney General lawsuit, do
14 you know who represented you in your individual
15 capacity?
16  A. Priortothefiling of the attorney genera's
17 lawsuit against the NRA and against John Frazer and
18 myself?
19 Q. Correct.
20 A. TheBrewer firm was representing the NRA.
21 Q. Werethey representing you aswell
22 individually?
23  A. Notindividualy. They were representing
24 me -- they were representing NRA, who | work for.

25 Q. Butyouaren't aware-- you're not aware if
Page 368

1 A. | will takethe advice of counsel on that.
2 MR. CORRELL: ThisisMr. Correll. | add
3 that instruction. | join in that instruction.
4 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Mr. LaPierre, the employment
5 agreement that you've been referencing that provides you
6 the authorization to reorganize the Chapter 11 -- I'm
7 sorry, let me back up.
8 The employment agreement that you have been
9 referencing here today that discusses the power of you
10 reorganizing the National Rifle Association, is-- is
11 that employment agreement the one that was reviewed and
12 approved by the board of directors on January the 7th?
13 A. That would be correct.
14 Q. The onethat was approved by the board of
15 directors, though, it didn't have the choice of law or
16 choice of venue provisioninit, did it?
17 A. Again, | wasn't -- | wasn't in that board
18 mesting. | was-- | was not -- because it involved me,
19 | wasn't there. | testified earlier that | did not see
20 that choice of venue provision until | actually sat down
21 to sign the contract after that board meeting was over.
22 Q. Atonepoint the Brewer firm represented both
23 the NRA and yourself individually. Isn't that true?
24 A. No. TheBrewer firm represented the National

25 Rifle Association, and the minute General James' office
Page 367

1 the Brewer firm was ever representing you in your
2 individual capacity in the district court litigation
3 against Ackerman McQueen?

4 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
5 question.
6 MR. CORRELL: Timeframe? Istherea

7 timeframe on that question?
8 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Let meask it thisway.
9 In early 2020, Mr. LaPierre, who was
10 representing you in your individual capacity in the
11 district court litigation against Ackerman McQueen?
12 MR. CORRELL: Objection to the form.
13 ThisisMr. Correll.
14 A. | think that district court -- that
15 legidlation (sic) was against the National Rifle
16 Association at that time, asfar as| know.
17 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Areyou aware that you've been
18 anindividual defendant in the district court litigation
19 with Ackerman McQueen since the fall of 2019?
20 MR. CORRELL: ThisisMr. Correll.
21 Objection to form.
22 A. |--1 believed until that -- that recent
23 lawsuit that -- that Ackerman McQueen legidlation (sic)
24 was against the National Rifle Association.

25 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Okay. So prior tothe New
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1 York Attorney General's lawsuit that was filed in August

2 of last year, you were not aware that you were an

3 individua defendant in the litigation between Ackerman

4 McQueen and the NRA in Dallas, Texas federal court?

5 MR. CORRELL: ThisisMr. Correll.

6 Objection to form.

7  A. Asfaras| knew, that legislation (sic) was

8 against the National Rifle Association.

9 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Okay. So the answer to my
10 question s, no, you did not know that?

11 MR. CORRELL: Objection to form.

12 Mr. Correll.

13 A. Idon'tthink -- | don't think | did.

14 Q. (BY MR.MASON) When you -- when the New Y ork

15 AG action wasfiled and you decided to find a different
16 attorney, how did -- well, let me ask you this.

17 Mr. Correll was the one that ultimately agreed to

18 represent you. Correct?

1 A ldid

2 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
3 question.

4 Go ahead.

5 A. Yes |did.

6 Q. (BY MR.MASON) During that meeting, was there

7 adiscussion -- let me back up.

8 During that meeting, did members of --

9 representatives of Ackerman McQueen express concerns
10 with respect to the Brewer law firm?

11 MR. GARMAN: Objection to form.
12 Go ahead.
13 A. You know, the purpose of that meeting was to

14 try to find cost reductions for the budget going forward
15 from 2018 into 2019, and it was -- | remember the

16 Ackerman McQueen people were incredibly hostile. |
17 remember Angus McQueen pointing his finger at me and
18 saying, You're dead to me. Don't you understand it?

19  A. That'scorrect. 19 You're dead to me.
20 Q. And how were you introduced to Mr. Correll? 20 And al | wastrying to do was, given the
21 A. Hewasareference from -- from the Brewer 21 budget situation of the NRA and given the fact that |
22 firm. 22 felt that NRATV -- we had gotten to the point where we
23 Q. WhoisWit Davis? 23 were putting a huge amount into NRATV and we couldn't
24 A. Wit Davisisgeneral counsel to the board of 24 seethereturn --
25 directors. 25 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Mr. LaPierre, | asked you a
Page 370 Page 372
1 Q. How washe-- or doyou know who recommended | 1 very simple question.
2 Mr. Davisfor the counsel position to represent the 2 MR. CORRELL: Excuseme. Please --
3 board? 3 MR. MASON: No. | asked him avery
4 MR. GARMAN: Objection to form. 4 simple question.
5 Go ahead. 5 MR. CORRELL: Excuseme. Excuseme. I'm
6 A. I'mnotsure. It--I'mnotsure. It may 6 representing thiswitness, sir. Please hear my

7 have been the Brewer firm. It may not have. | know
8 that he was interviewed by -- | don't think |
9 interviewed him. Hewas interviewed by several members
10 of the board of directors, and they agreed to hire --
11 and they hired him.
12 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Areyou awarethat Mr. Davis
13 isaformer client of Mr. Brewer's?
14  A. | had heard that.
15 Q. Areyouawarethat Mr. Correll isaformer
16 partner of Mr. Brewer's?
17 A. | did know that, and | knew they had been on
18 the same side and on opposite sides of some cases over
19 theyears, iswhat -- in discussions with my lawyer.
20 Q. Mr. Marschall Smith, the former proposed CRO,
21 was he recommended by Mr. Brewer aswell?
22  A. | believehewas.
23 Q. Didyou attend ameeting in October of 2018
24 with Craig Spray and various representatives from

25 Ackerman McQueen?
Page 371

7 objection. My objection isthat you are not allowing

8 the witness to answer the question. You are

9 interrupting him because apparently you don't like the
10 answer.
11 MR. MASON: No.
12 MR. CORRELL: Itisnot for you, sir, to
13 decide -- you are not the judge here. Excuse me, sir.
14 It's not for you to decide whether the judge hears this
15 testimony or not. Okay. Please let him continue.
16 MR. MASON: Okay. Sojust soI'm clear,
17 your position is whatever question | ask, the witness
18 canjust talk for seven hours and | have no right to
19 stop that?
20 MR. CORRELL: | will suggest that you ask
21 your questions in a manner that promotes a succinct
22 exchange, and if you ask awhy question or an open-ended
23 question, you are inviting the witness to explain and to
24 giveyou afull explanation and not just the answer you
25 want.
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1 MR. MASON: And that's exactly what |
2 did. Let'smoveon.
3 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Mr. LaPierre, during that
4 October 2018 meeting, did representatives of Ackerman
5 McQueen express concerns to you about the Brewer firm?
6 A. Youknow, Ackerman McQueen had been -- ever
7 since we started down this course reduction -- course
8 correction and to look at every employee and every
9 vendor and see al their records, Ackerman McQueen had
10 been incredibly hostile towards -- towards Mr. Brewer.
11 And it had been incredibly hostile toward Mr. Brewer,
12 despite the fact that he was simply defending NRA on
13 litigation involving the Department of Financia
14 Servicesin New York state and other issues that might
15 arise from the AG and attempting to do the right thing
16 interms of looking at everyone's records. And we
17 didn't think anyone was doing anything wrong, just to
18 make sure that we were in compliance with New Y ork state
19 not-for-profit law.
20 Q. Did--
21 A. And there was an incredible amount of
22 hostility from the very start, early -- well, let me say
23 early on, maybe not from the very start, toward
24 Mr. Brewer.

1 And he just went into a complete rant.
2 Q. Soyou never heard Mr. Brewer, Josh Powell or
3 Steve Hart say anything about the FBI raiding Ackerman
4 McQueen's offices?
5 A. Ididnot.
6 Q. Around that sametime, did you ever hear from
7 Mr. Brewer or anyone else that Mr. Brewer was going to
8 have Ackerman McQueen brought up on RICO charges?
9 A. Idontthink I did. All weweretryingto do
10 wasdo areview of records so that if something was
11 being done -- and we didn't think anyone was doing
12 anything wrong -- that was out of compliance with New
13 York state not-for-profit law, we wanted to do exactly
14 what Attorney General Schneiderman told usto do, which
15 wasto self-correct, and that's why we were trying to do
16 the review. No other reason at all.
17 Q. Sowhendid -- when did you come to the
18 conclusion that Ackerman wasn't complying with the NRA's
19 request?
20 MR. GARMAN: Objection to form.
21 A. Weél, thiswent on throughout 2018. |
22 remember during the summer of 2019 numerous
23 conversations with Angus on the phone where he was using
24 al kinds of cusswords at me, you know, about you're

25 Q. Mr.LaPierre, in the summer around that 2018 25 not going to see our records and what's wrong with you
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1 time period, were you aware of -- did you ever hear 1 and, you know, culminating at that meeting in October
2 anyone say that the FBI was going to raid Ackerman's 2 where he's pointing at me and saying you're dead to me
3 offices? 3 right now and don't you understand?
4 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the 4 And then it became very apparent to usin 2019
5 question. 5 that they had no intention of letting us see their
6 Go ahead. 6 records. Andin order -- we did what we had to do,
7  A. No, | didn't hear anyone say that. 7 which we sued for our right under the contract to -- to
8 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Soyou're not aware of 8 seetherecords.
9 Mr. Brewer stating that the FBI was going to raid 9 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Wereyou aware that the NRA

=
o

Ackerman McQueen's offices?
A.

[y
[

I'm not --
MR. CORRELL: ThisisMr. Correll. |
object to the form of the question.
A.
from the very first time | asked that we wanted to do a
review of the Ackerman McQueen records, | remember Angus

N
2w N

| am not aware of that. What | am aware of is

P
N o a

McQueen going off on arant on the AG in New Y ork has no

=
[oe]

right to see our records, the AG -- we're a Texas

=
©

company, an Oklahoma company, the AG will never see our

N
o

records. And -- and | remember they have no right to.

N
=

And | remember that he went off and then said
22
23 New York and the Department of Financial Services,

and you're acomplete fool to have sued the governor of

24 they're probably popping the champagne corks up there

25 because that's exactly what they want you to do.
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10 had conducted any audits of Ackerman around that time?

11 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form.
12 Go ahead.
13  A. | thought that the NRA was doing constant --

14 the NRA's treasurer's office was doing constant audits

15 of Ackerman every year.

16 Q. (BY MR.MASON) But wereyou awarethat in the
17 fall of 2018 and the beginning part of 2019, were you

18 aware that there was three different audits that the NRA

19 did of Ackerman McQueen's books and records?

20 MR. GARMAN: Objection to form.
21 Go ahead.
22  A. I'mawarethat there was -- there was

23 something that was done, alittle bit done by, | don't
24 know, some company that -- | know NRA was trying

25 numerous waysto look at the records. And to the best
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1 of my memory, those attempts never got far enough to --

2 to serve the purpose that NRA needed to to fulfill its

3 obligations, to look at all the records to seeif

4 something was out of compliance and, therefore, correct

5 it, that those -- I'm aware that a number of different

6 attemptswere made, but they never were allowed to get

7 to the point where they would fulfill the mission that

8 the NRA wastrying to achieve.

9 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Wereyou aware that between
10 August -- or September of 2018 and February 2019, there
11 was three separate audits that the NRA did where they
12 physically went to the Ackerman McQueen's business and
13 inspected their books and records? Are you aware of
14 that, asyou sit right here today?

15 A. Whenyou say the "NRA," what do you mean by
16 the NRA?

17 Q. TheNRA or the NRA's representatives.

18 Well, let me ask it thisway. Were you aware

19 that the Brewer firm went to Ackerman McQueen's offices
20 and conducted an audit?

21 MR. GARMAN: Objection to form.
22 Go ahead.
23  A. | --fromwhat | understand, that whatever any

24 of those attempts, they never were allowed to see the

25 amount of information they needed to see to fulfill the
Page 378

1 Q. Wereyou awarethat the NRA had retained

2 Forensic Risk Alliance in early 2019 to conduct an

3 audit -- athird audit of Ackerman McQueen's books and
4 records?

5 MR. GARMAN: Objection to form.
6 Go ahead.
7 A. |believel wasaware of that.

8 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Do you know how long that
9 audit lasted?
10 A. Idont. Alllknow isfromwhat |
11 understood, that was one of them that never was allowed
12 to get to the point where -- to see all the records
13 where they could do the diligence to say they had seen
14 everything and whether something needed to be corrected
15 or not.
16 Q. Andsowhat --
17 A. I think thelast thing NRA wanted to do was
18 sue Ackerman McQueen. We didn't believe they were doing
19 anything wrong. They had been along-time partner of
20 the association. They had done great work for the
21 association. And | just kept saying, look, we don't
22 think you've done anything wrong, we just need to see
23 therecords.
24 Q. Andasyou sit here right now, you don't

25 actually have personal knowledge of whether Ackerman
Page 380

1 duty to look at the records to make an assessment as to

2 whether there was something that needed to be

3 self-corrected. And there was tremendous frustration on

4 the part of the NRA and its attorneys that those

5 attempts were never allowed to get far enough to do the

6 diligence that the NRA needed to do to see if there was

7 something that was out of compliance that needed to be

8 corrected.

9 Q. (BY MR.MASON) How do you know that Ackerman
10
11
12
13
14

McQueen did not comply with the audits and the documents
that were being requested? How do you know that?

A. That getsinto conversations with attorneys.

It's conversations with attorneys.

MR. CORRELL: ThisisMr. Correll. |
instruct the witness not to answer the question as it
16 would require him to divulge attorney/client
communication with attorneys.

Q. (BY MR.MASON) And without going into any of
the communications, were those communications with the
20 Brewer law firm?

21
22 Q. The--thefinal audit -- do you know -- have
23 you heard of Forensic Risk Alliance before? Does that
24 ring abell for one of the audits?

25 A

A. They were.

I've heard that name.
Page 379

1 complied with the records request in al those three
2 audits, do you?

3 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
4 question.
5 A. I wasn't personaly on the scene, but | --

6 what | would be responding to would be conversations
7 with attorneys as to what they told me.
8 Q. (BY MR.MASON) And you're aware of
9 Mr. Brewer's relationship with the McQueen family.
10 Right?
11 A lam.
12 Q. Andyou're aware that there are -- you're
13 aware that there has been prior hostilities between
14 Mr. Brewer and certain members of the McQueen family.
15 Right?
16 MR. GARMAN: Objection to form.
17 A. I don't know the extent of the hostilities.
18 | -- al | know isthat Mr. Brewer married the daughter
19 of Angus McQueen, and | -- apparently there was some
20 unhappiness about that.
21 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Did you ever tell anyone from
22 Ackerman McQueen that Mr. Brewer was the only one that
23 could keep you out of jail?
24 A. No, | did not.

25 Q. Didyou ever tell anyone from Ackerman McQueen
Page 381
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1 anything about going to jail?
2 A. No, | did not.
3 Q. Didyou evertell Mr. Powell that Mr. Brewer
4 wasthe only one that could keep you from going to jail?
5 A. No, | didnot.
6 Q. Didyou ever tell Steve Hart that Mr. Brewer
7 wasthe only person that could keep you from going to
8 jal?
9 A. No, | did not.
10 Q. Didyou ever tell Colonel North that
11 Mr. Brewer was the only person that could keep you from
12 goingtojail?
13 A. No, Il didnot. You can put al that down with
14 the intern story about -- that | did not have an affair
15 with either.
16 Q. Haveyou read the sworn testimony from those
17 variousindividuals that have stated that you did tell
18 them that? Have you read that?
19 MR. GARMAN: Objection to form.
20 A. No, | haven't, but | know the truth doesn't
21 seemto bind alot of these people these days, the last
22 year or two.
23 Q. (BY MR.MASON) So why should the Court
24 believe you as opposed to them?

23
24

Q. (BY MR. MASON) Mr. LaPierre -
MR. CORRELL: Excuseme, sir. Couldyou

25 MR. GARMAN: Objection to form. 25 let him finish his answer?
Page 382 I
1 A. Becauseit'sthetruth, asisthefact that | 1 MR. MASON: No, | want the original
2 didn't have an affair with theintern that they keep 2 question read back.
3 flowing out. 3 MR. CORRELL: ThisisKent Correll. |
4 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Let'stakealook at 4 object. Allow the witnessto finish his answer.
5 Exhibit 59, if we could drop that into the shared 5 MR. MASON: | am not going to let him

6 folder, please.
7 (AMc Exhibit 59 marked.)
8 Q. (BY MR.MASON) If you can let me know when
9 you havethisup, Mr. LaPierre.
10 MR. GARMAN: We have the first page up.
11 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Mr. LaPierre, have you seen
12 Exhibit 59 before?
13 A. Idon'tthink I have.

Page 383

6 just filibuster. Can | havethe original question read

7 back, please?

8 MR. CORRELL: Why don't we go off the

9 camerafor amoment and let's talk about this and maybe
10 we should call the judge and ask for some guidance.

11 MR. MASON: That would be great.

12 MR. CORRELL: Let'sdoit.

13 MR. MASON: Get him on the phone.

14 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We're going off the
15 record. Thetimeis2:17 pm.

16 (Break from 2:17 pm. to 2220 pm.)

17 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We're back on the

18 record. Thetime onthevideois2:20 p m.
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15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

relating to the Brewer law firm, do you believeit is
appropriate for the Brewer law firm to be conducting
investigation into that complaint?
MR. CORRELL: Objection asto form.
MR. GARMAN: Object to the form of the
question. Sorry.

A. | think if the -- if awhistleblower complaint
was against the Brewer law firm in particular, that it
would be -- you would find a neutral party to
investigate that.

Q. (BY MR. MASON) Let'sswitch gearsalittle
bit. So |l think we'vetalked alot -- you've talked a
lot about how during your time at the NRA, you've had
various concerns with respect to security and
confidentiality. Isthat fair?

A. Yes, that'strue.

Q. And were those concerns expressed to Ackerman
McQueen throughout your relationship with them?

MR. GARMAN: Object to the form.
Go ahead and answer.

A. That was -- yes, Ackerman McQueen was a
trusted partner, and | think one of the reasons NRA --
for example, some of NRA's donor information involving
Mr. Schropp was under Ackerman McQueen for

confidentiality reasons. Now that's one of the things,
Page 388
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MR. GARMAN: Okay. Let'slet him ask his
13 next question.

MR. MASON: Thank you, Mr. Garman.

5 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Mr. LaPierre, do you think
16 that it's appropriate for the Brewer firm to investigate
17 whistleblower complaints relating to the Brewer firm?

=
=

18 MR. GARMAN: Object to the form of the
19 question.
20 A. | don't know that -- I'm not aware that --

21 that there was a whistleblower complaint on the Brewer
22 firm at the time Brewer started running them down.

3 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Sure. Fair enough.

Let me ask you this, though. If there were --

25 if there was awhistleblower complaint at the NRA

N N
i
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15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

when we went through the course correction involving the
state of New Y ork and their nonprofit law, that we
understood we had to self-correct on, that that would be
out of compliance with New Y ork state not-for-profit
law. But we trusted the Ackerman McQueen firm for
sensitivity to leaks. We didn't want our ad buys
leaked. We didn't want our work product leaked. And we
trusted them as a partner in terms of security.

Q. (BY MR. MASON) Itwasareally good
relationship for decades that y'all had. Right?

A. That's correct.

Q. And you mentioned -- you mentioned
Mr. Schropp. Areyou -- are you specifically referring
to the credit card that Mr. Schropp had with Ackerman
McQueen?

A. | just know that some of Mr. Schropp's
expenses involving donors was under Ackerman McQueen.

Q. And you knew that prior to the relationship --
the fallout of the relationship. Right?

MR. GARMAN: Objection to form. | might
have just missed aword.
If you understand it, go ahead.

A. Yeah, | think | did know that, that they were

there for sensitivity reasons to protect the donor.

Q. (BY MR. MASON) Isit --
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1 A. Anditwasdiscovered that that was out of

2 compliance with New Y ork state not-for-profit law and it
3 was one of the things you were going to have to correct.
4 Q. Didyou know that the NRA was running

5 pass-through expenses through Ackerman McQueen prior
6 to--

7 A. No, | didn't.
8 MR. GARMAN: Hold on. Hold on.
9 Objection to form.
10 Go ahead.
11  A. No, I did not.
12 Q. (BY MR.MASON) You were not aware of that?
13 A. No.
14 MR. GARMAN: Objection to form.
15 A. No.
16 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Let'stakealook at

17 Exhibit 152, if we could get that |oaded.
18 (AMc Exhibit 152 marked.)
19 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Mr. LaPierre, whilethat's

20 getting pulled up, did you attend budget meetings with

21 Ackerman on an annual basis?

22 A. You know, most of the budget of Ackerman was

23 put together by -- by the treasurer's office in terms of

24 building the budget. | remember being in the 2018

25 meeting with Craig Spray with Ackerman about the budget.

1 A. Yeah | do.

2 Q. And then do you see, the third line down,

3 pass-through expenses? Do you see that?

4  A. Yeah, | doseethat.

5 Q. Doyou know what -- what those pass-through
6 expenseswere for?

7 MR. GARMAN: Object to form, object to
8 foundation.
9 A. Idon'tknow what they'refor. I've never

10 even focused on that before.

11 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Do you recal ever asking what
12 the pass-through expenses were?

13 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form,

14 objection to foundation.

15 A. ldon't. |didn't--asl sad, | did not

16 spend much time at al building the Ackerman McQueen --
17 if any, building the Ackerman McQueen budget each year.
18 | mean, | was focused more on what | just talked about

19 earlier. | would seethefina -- thefina figures,

20 but | don't remember being in awhole number of budget
21 meetings with Ackerman McQueen as their budget was put
22 together.

23 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Sol just want to be sure that
24 therecord isclear. It'syour testimony, Mr. LaPierre,

25 that you do not know what the pass-through expenses were

Page 390 Page 392
1 | -- most of my interaction with Ackerman McQueen wasn't 1 between Ackerman and the NRA?
2 from afiscal standpoint. It was from abranding, PR, 2 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form.
3 crisis management, speeches, me doing all the 3 Go ahead and answer.
4 television, the strategy on media campaigns, all of that 4 A. ldon't.
5 type of activity. Thefiscal relationship with Ackerman 5 MR. MASON: Let'sdo this. We can go off

6 McQueen tended to be managed by the treasurer's office.
7 Q. Ifyoucouldtake alook at Exhibit 152 and go
8 down to the second page. Let me know when you're there,

9 please.
10 MR. GARMAN: We have page 2 open.
11 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Do you recal, when you were

12 having some of your budgeting meetings with Ackerman,
13 looking at charts such as this one right here?

14 MR. GARMAN: Objection to form.

15 Go ahead and answer it.

16 He's reviewing the document, Counsel.

17 A. | remember looking at some and involving

18 particularly NRATV and what the budget would be, and
19 | -- | don't remember all these specific charts. Likel

20 remember what First Freedom cost. | remember -- |

21 remember looking at something like thiswith Craig Spray
22 at the meeting | wasin with him.

23 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Okay. If you -- do you see
24 the second -- the second bucket of categories, Mercury

25 Group? Do you see that?
Page 391

6 therecord and see where we're at with time, and welll
7 go from there.
8 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We are off the record.
9 Thetime on thevideois 2:32 p m.
10 (Break from 2:32 pm. to 2:49 pm.)
11 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We are back on the
12 record. Timeonthevideois2:49 pm.
13 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Mr. LaPierre, you previously
14 testified that you didn't know anything about the
15 out-of-pocket expenses or the pass-through expenses, but
16 how did you -- how did you think that Tyler Schropp's
17 expenses were being handled with Ackerman McQueen?

18 MR. GARMAN: Objection to form.
19 Go ahead and answer.
20 A. | heardtalk somewhere of the fact that to

21 protect donor secrecy. And | can't even remember when |
22 heardit. It might have even been when we started the

23 course correction, safety check stuff, that his expenses
24 wereto protect donor -- donor security under Ackerman

25 McQueen. | can't remember the time when | heard it, but
Page 393
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1 | know | heard it and | knew it was one of the things|
2 heard that needed to be self-corrected under New Y ork
3 state's not-for-profit law in terms of the course
4 correction.
5 Q. (BY MR.MASON) So prior to January of 2019,
6 did you know that Tyler Schropp had a credit card that
7 wasin the name of Ackerman?
8 A. Idon'tthink | did know that.
9 Q. If wecould take alook at Exhibit 70, please.

10 It should be, hopefully, in the folder.

11 (AMc Exhibit 70 marked.)
12 MR. GARMAN: We haveit.
13 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Mr. LaPierre, do you see

14 Ackerman depo Exhibit No. 70.

15 A. lamreadingit right now.

16 Yes, | do remember that.

17 Q. Soyou've seen -- you've seen Exhibit 70
18 before?

19 A. I'veseenthisletter before, yes.

20 Q. Didyou draft thisletter?

21 MR. CORRELL: Objection to form.
22 And to the extent that it would require you to
23 reveal any communications with attorneys, | would

24 instruct you not to answer.

allowed the full disclosure, we felt we had to go to
court and sue for our right to see the records under the
contract.

Q. If I represent to you, Mr. LaPierre, that the
board meeting in September occurred on or about
September 8, 2018, do you have any reason to dispute
that?

A. With the board meeting September 8th, | mean,
it would be the same thing.

Asaresult of what | just said, Ackerman
McQueen was also involved in what we, |, the NRA,
clearly considered an extortion attempt against me, that
13 if wedidn't -- if we did not -- if | did not resign,

14 they were going to smear me to the point where |

15 couldn't walk down the street, and | better withdraw
16 that lawsuit against them or the smear campaigh was
17 going to take place, and step down and let -- and let
18 Ollie North get reelected.

19 And | felt the end result of that extortion

20 attempt, if | went along with it, would be the ultimate
21 demise of the NRA, because the whole course correction
22 would have been thrown off course, the stuff that we
23 needed to do to be in compliance with New Y ork state
24 not-for-profit law. | felt the Brewer firm would be

© 00N UL WDN PR
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25  A. 1 will takemy lawyer's advice. 25 fired, which would -- which would cripple NRA's effort
Page 394 Page 396
1 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Soyou'renot goingtoanswer | 1 to self-correct and bein compliance with New Y ork state
2 the question yes or no whether you drafted this letter? 2 law and --
3 MR. CORRELL: Again, sameinstruction. 3 Q. Mr.LaPierre, you've answered my question.
4 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Areyou going to follow your | 4 MR. CORRELL: Excuseme, sir. Excuse me,
5 counsel's advice? 5 Mr. Mason. That was awhy question, and Mr. LaPierre
6 A. Ithinkit would be the wise thing to do. 6 had not finished his answer. Please allow him to
7 Q. Why did you send this letter to Mr. Dycio? 7 finish.

8 A. Because-- because Mr. Dycio has represented

9 the NRA and did bill the NRA quite a bit of money over
10 theyearsfor his services, and al of asudden he -- he
11 startsrepresenting a party that by this time had become
12 adverseto the NRA, and we felt it was not proper.
13 Q. Ifyougodowninthe--tothefirst
14 paragraph, about halfway down, do you see where you
15 state, The NRA and | have common legal interestsin the
16 litigation against Ackerman McQueen which crystallized
17 before the September board meeting and colored the
18 discussion that day?

19 Do you seethat?
20 A. ldo.
21 Q. What wasthe litigation against Ackerman

22 McQueen that you were referring to here?
23  A. Thefact that NRA had sued Ackerman McQueen
24 to -- for our right under the contract with them to see

25 their records and that we -- because we had not been
Page 395

8 A. Anyway, that's-- that's -- that's pretty much
9 it. | felt that therewasa--
10 The other thing is Mark Dycio had set in, as
11 it saysin thisletter, asthe NRA lawyer. Andwe
12 identified him as an NRA lawyer when the executive
13 session started at -- at one of Mr. Brewer's
14 confidential privileged briefings to the board of
15 directors. And there were only afew people alowed to
16 stay inthe room to hear Mr. Brewer's confidential
17 presentation, and one of them was Mr. Mark Dycio, that
18 was clearly identified by the secretary as allowed to
19 stay in the room.
20 Q. (BY MR.MASON) And that wasin September of
21 2018. Right?
22 A. |think that probably would have been right
23 when Mr. Dycio sat in the room, yes.
24 Q. Sothelitigation against Ackerman

25 crystallized before the September 2018 board meeting,
Page 397
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1 according to you. Right?
2 A. Itdid-- no, thelitigation against Ackerman
3 crystallized before the either April or May 2019 board
4 meeting. It was, | think, sometime in March or early
5 April we brought the litigation.
6 Q. Thenwhy -- why did you say that the
7 litigation against Ackerman crystallized before the
8 September board meeting and colored the discussion that
9 day?
10 A. Where-- I'm sorry, you'relosing me. | mean,
11 isitinthisletter you'rereferring to?
12 Q. Wejustreadit. First paragraph, about
13 halfway down. The NRA and | have common legal interest
14 inthelitigation against Ackerman McQueen, and then you
15 state, which crystallized before the September board
16 meeting and colored the discussion that day.

17 Do you seethat?
18 A. (Witnessreading to himself.)
19 Well, we were trying to see their records, and

20 they were not letting us see their records. And, you

21 know, Mr. Dycio at the September board meeting sat in on
22 the privileged, confidential briefing from Mr. Brewer as
23 an NRA attorney.

24 Q. Did--

25 A. And part of that was the effort on the part of
Page 398

1 part of the NRA going back to summer of 2018 to take a
2 full look at the Ackerman McQueen records. And | -- |
3 just knew that was ongoing, al the way through the rest
4 of theyear.
5 Q. (BY MR.MASON) And the basisfor your
6 knowledge was -- was based upon communications with
7 counsel. Do | understand that correctly?
8 A. That'scorrect.
9 Q. Andthat counsel being the Brewer firm.
10 Correct?
11 A. TheBrewer firm. Andin--in 2018 even --
12 even other counsels too, other counsels also.
513 Q. Before Mr. Brewer was hired in 2018, over the
14 course of the nearly 40-year relationship between the
15 NRA and Ackerman, do you recall any instance where
16 Ackerman denied the NRA access information or
17 documentation that they had requested?

18 MR. GARMAN: Objection to form.
19 Go ahead and answer.
20 A. |don't know because, as| said, my

21 relationship with Ackerman was primarily -- was actually
22 was -- redlly involved the brand, the marketing, the

23 advertising, the speeches, being the voice on

24 television, building the brand, the advertising

25 campaign, the PR strategy, the television appearances
Page 400

1 the NRA to look at all the records of all the vendors
2 and if we needed to self-correct on something.
3 Q. Wasthe NRA anticipating litigation against
4 Ackerman as of that September 2018 board meeting?
5 MR. GARMAN: So | am going to object to
6 the form of the question.
7 And to the extent your answer constitutes
8 attorney/client communications privilege, | am going to
9 instruct you not to answer. So, Mr. LaPierre, if the
10 only basisfor your answer is the conversations with
11 your attorneys, | instruct you not to answer, but
12 otherwise you can answer.
13 A. We-- weweregoing back and forth with the
14 attorneys on -- we had to see -- we had to have afull
15 disclosure of Ackerman McQueen's records, and at some
16 point if they wouldn't do that, NRA would end up having
17 to suefor it to exerciseits right under the contract
18 to seethe records.
19 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Wereyou aware that none of
20 the three audits that the NRA conducted of Ackerman had
21 occurred as of the September 2018 board meeting?

22 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
23 question.

24 Go ahead and answer.

25 A. | know that there was a constant effort on the

Page 399

and the preparation for that, speeches. | wasn't the
guy that would have been asking to see their recordsin
relation to anything. That would have been our
treasurer's office. So | wouldn't be aware of -- or
wasn't made aware of any of those types of issues.

Q. (BY MR. MASON) Let'sswitch gearsalittle
bit. You have testified that Colonel North had a
conflict of interest when he was attempting to conduct a

© 00 N o 0o b~ WN PP

review of the Brewer firm's bills because heis an
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employee of Ackerman. Do | understand that correctly?
MR. CORRELL: ThisisKent Correll.
Objection to form.
A.
Colonel North started to interfere with our attempt to
do this safety check and this course correction and
getting in compliance with New Y ork state not-for-profit

e
w N P

| -- 1 -- | consistently was -- the more
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24 They are our largest vendor.
25

law, it became very clear that Colonel North was -- he

was doing an NRATV show on NRATV network for Ackerman
McQueen for NRA, and that he was adamant and hostile
toward Mr. Brewer, trying to get Mr. Brewer fired

constantly, to the point where | kept telling him you

need to stay out of this. | mean, you have a conflict

of interest. You are -- you work with Ackerman McQueen.

And | kept informing him over and over and
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1 over to back off. You know, you're out of your lane. | 1 Colonel North, | don't know -- | don't know whether to
2 mean, we're trying to do the right thing here for the 2 believethat or not, because -- | don't know that that's
3 NRA, and you're trying to derail -- derail al this. 3 actudly accurate.
4 And | even gave him letters telling him he had 4 Q. Doyou think it'simportant to actually read
5 aconflict of interest in terms of all of his attacks 5 what somebody testified to under oath in order to figure
6 on-- on Mr. Brewer. He was upset that Mr. Brewer was 6 out what actually happened?
7 involved in terms of the whole Russiaissue, trying to 7 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
8 check out all the factsin regard to that for us so we 8 question.
9 would -- we would be able to 100 percent understood 9 A. Ido,butl asoknow what happened in terms
10 if -- what the story was on all that, if there was any. 10 of my involvement with Colonel North. And | know that
11 On that Russian trip, | remember Olliein the 11 startingin -- in late -- in 2018, and really continuing
12 room with -- 12 through early 2019, Colonel North was doing everything
13 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Mr. LaPierre-- 13 he possibly could to derail Mr. Brewer. Get him fired,
14  A. I'msorry. I'msorry, I'll back off. 14 get aphony audit in terms of Mr. Brewer's bills, which
15 Q. Let'stakealook at -- let's take alook at 15 they dready -- which they told me they already had the
16 Exhibit 74. 16 guy picked whowasgoingtodoit, sol -- | knew it was
17 (AMc Exhibit 74 marked.) 17 asetup. And everything he could to derail -- derail
18 Q. (BY MR. MASON) Haveyou read the deposition | 18 Mr. Brewer, which, in my opinion, if he had succeeded,
19 testimony of Colonel North? 19 would have helped destroy the National Rifle
20 A. No, I havenot. 20 Association. Because we were doing a heck of ajob to
21 Q. Okay. Let'stakealook at Exhibit 74. Page 21 try to get in compliance with New Y ork state
22 156, please. 22 not-for-profit law, and Colonel North was basically
23 MR. GARMAN: 156 of the condensed? 23 laying down on the railroad track to prevent that
24 MR. MASON: Yes. 24 principled path of correction -- self-correction from
25 MR. GARMAN: Okay. We haveit. 25 succeeding and doing everything he could to derail it.
Page 402 Page 404
1 Q. (BY MR.MASON) If you'll look, Mr. LaPierre, 1 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Or hewasjust trying to
2 atline 6, do you see where the question is: When you 2 comply with hisfiduciary duties as the president of the
3 were in the process of trying to get information about 3 NRA. Right?
4 Mr. Brewer's engagement letters or Mr. Brewer'sinvoices | 4 MR. GARMAN: Objection. That's abit
5 or hishilling records, had you ever talked to anybody 5 argumentative.
6 at Ackerman McQueen about that? And he says no. 6 A. |don'tbelievethat for aminute, that that's
7 Do you see that? 7 what he wastrying to do. He never understood things
8 A. I'msorry. Whereareyou? 8 like the Lockton settlement. He -- he was constantly
9 MR. GARMAN: Counsel, do you mind if | 9 trying to get meto do thingsthat -- like we told him
10 point out the testimony on the page? 10 hecould look at Mr. Brewer'sinvoicesin Mr. Frazer's
11 MR. MASON: That'sfine. 11 office, just not the ones involving his employer, but he
12 A. (Witnessreading to himself.) 12 tried to get me to say that that whole Russiatrip along
13 MR. GARMAN: So he asked if you see this 13 with -- along with Jim Porter and a couple of the rest
14 testimony. 14 of them was an NRA trip, when it wasn't, when | had done

15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

A. Yeah, | seethat testimony. | don't know it
to betrue.

Q. (BY MR. MASON) Okay. Let'sgodowntoline
20 on the same page. Do you see where it says. Well,
let me ask you this. Did anybody at Ackerman McQueen
ever ask you to start looking into Mr. Brewer's invoices
or his engagements or hiswork for the NRA?

And what does Mr. -- what is Colonel North's
23 response?
24 A. Hesaysno, but | don't know that that --

25 based on what | know with my personal interaction with
Page 403

15 everything | could to stop it, including to get the

16 president to cancel and all the NRA staff. | told them

17 they couldn't go and no NRA money could be spent. |

18 mean, Colonel North was off base on -- on so many issues
19 that -- and I'll give an example. We were paying for

20 himto do histelevision show on NRATV --

21 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Mr. LaPierre, | appreciate --
22 you have answered my question.

23 Let's -- you've mentioned the extortion. Have

24 you reviewed the sworn testimony of Millie Hallow

25 relating to the alleged extortion?
Page 405
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1 A. No, | haven't. | wasthere --

2 Q. Haveyou reviewed the -- the sworn deposition

3 testimony of Carolyn Meadows relating to the extortion?

4 A. No, | haven't.

5 Q. AndCarolyn Meadows s the president of the

6 NRA right now. Right?

7  A. That'scorrect.

8 Q. Andsheissomebody that you trust. Right?

9 A. Itrust Carolyn, youreright. | think she's
10 agood person.
11 Q. Haveyou ever reviewed the testimony of former
12 board member Dan Boren relating to the alleged
13 extortion?
14 A. | have not, although | know what Dan Boren
15 said about the fact he realized why Ackerman McQueen
16 couldn't let anybody see their records, because they
17 were charging NRA 100 percent for employees that were
18 actually working on other accounts.
19 Q. Haveyou read Dan Boren's deposition testimony
20 where he said that that is absolutely not true, what you
21 just said is absolutely not true?
22 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
23 question. Objection, foundation.

1 A. Colonel North talked on the phone to Carolyn

2 Meadows and Millie Hallow, and they wrote down what --
3 what he said. There were notes of what he said that

4 were relayed to about 35 members of the board of

5 directorsright after it happened.

6 Q. (BY MR.MASON) And then they testified under
7 oath about exactly what happened, and you haven't gone
8 back to read what they said, have you?

9 MR. GARMAN: Objection to form, asked and
10 answered.
11  A. I wasintheroom when they were going through

12 their notes with the 20 or 30 other board members.
13 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Youweren't on the phone,
14 though, were you?

15 MR. GARMAN: Objection to form, asked and
16 answered.

17 A. | wasn't onthe phone.

18 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Let'stakealook at Exhibit

19 65. Now you have previously testified that the -- well,

20 let'sdo this. Do you haveit up?

21 MR. GARMAN: It's opening now.

22 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Mr. LaPierre, you previously
23 testified that the Dallas house was Angus McQueen's idea

24 A. Wadl, | haven't read it, but that's -- that's 24 and that when you found out the NRA was going to pay for
25 what he said at the time. 25 it, you killed it. Isn't that true?
Page 406 Page 408

1 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Haveyouread Colonel North's| 1 A. That's exactly what happened.

2 deposition testimony with respect to the extortion? 2 Q. Okay. Let'stakealook at Exhibit 65.

3 A. I havenot, but I know what happened. 3 (AMc Exhibit 65 marked.)

4 Q. Don'tyou think it'simportant to review the 4 MR. GARMAN: Counsdl, isthe top of this

5 sworn testimony of all the people that were involved 5 redacted? | just want to make surel --

6 with the alleged extortion before coming to aconclusion 6 MR. MASON: ltis.

7 about it? 7 Q. (BY MR.MASON) If you scroll down to the

8 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the 8 first page.

9 question. 9 MR. GARMAN: Wedid.
10 A. Youknow, I livedit. 1 know what happened. 10 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Haveyou -- have you seen this

11 | know what they did. | mean, | don't -- | don't think

12 | need -- that'swhy | didn't read Josh Powell's book.

13 | don't need to read alot of fiction. | mean, these

14 people just make stuff up. | know what happened. |

15 livedit. | went throughiit. | wasthe one that stood

16 uptoit al and took al the heat.

17 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Just to be clear, nobody --

18 Dan Boren never called you and made any threats. Right?

19 MR. GARMAN: Objection to form.

20 If you understand the question --

21 A. Hedid not -- hedid not call me.

22 Q. (BY MR.MASON) And just to be clear, Colonel

23 North never called you on the phone and made any
24 threats. Correct?

25 MR. GARMAN: Objection to form.
Page 407

11 email before, Mr. LaPierre?

12 A. | know that there was some email traffic

13 that -- let me look at this one.

14 MR. GARMAN: So he's asking a specific

15 question, though, that | want to know the answer to;

16 have you seen this email ?

17 A. Okay.

18 Q. (BY MR.MASON) And it was your understanding
19 that Ackerman was going to buy the Dallas house. Right?
20 That'swhat you testified to previously?

21  A. Hereiswhat thetruthis--

22 Q. Mr. LaPierre--

23 MR. GARMAN: Answer the question.
24 Q. (BY MR.MASON) It'sayes or no question.

25 You previously testified that you understood that
Page 409
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1 Ackerman McQueen was going to buy the Dallas house.
2 |Isn't that true?
3 A. My initia understanding was that Ackerman
4 McQueen had an investment company, they invest in real
5 estate; that Angus McQueen said, Wayne, nobody can live
6 likeyou guys areliving, it's going to drive you crazy,
7 you can't stay on theroad all thetime. Likethe NRA
8 told me, to get out of town, they can't protect mein my
9 house.
10 Angus said hereiswhat | propose. Our
11 investment company will buy ahouse. You guys can use
12 it asasafe house. And he said nobody |oses money on
13 real estate in North Dallas, and by the way, we'll get
14 our Realtor to comein here -- or you go out and take a
15 look at some houses and everything.
16 And, you know, my understanding at that point
17 isit was going to be an Ackerman McQueen investment
18 and -- and we could use it as a safe house.
19 Q. Okay. Soon Exhibit 65, thisis an email from
20 Melanie Montgomery to Bill Winkler, and Susan LaPierre
21 your wifeiscc'd onit. Do you see that?
22  A. ldo.
23 Q. Andyou know Ms. Montgomery and Mr. Winkler,
24 don't you?

25 A. | know both of them.
Page 410

1 leaves me with afoundation objection.
2 And then, second, we are out of time. | will
3 let you finish this-- | will let you finish this up,
4 but those are one comment and one foundation objection.
5 A. Canl make acomment on this?
6 Q. (BY MR.MASON) No. I'mtrying to get through
7 my time, Mr. LaPierre.
8 If you go down to page 2, do you see the
9 bullet points? Do you see the last bullet point that
10 saysgolf cart if possible?
11  A. Yesah, | do seethat.
12 Q. Wasit your understanding that Ackerman was
13 going to be buying you a golf cart aswell?
14 MR. CORRELL: Objection to the form.
15 ThisisMr. Correll.
16  A. You know, thiswhole thing, Angus proposed it.
17 We were so beaten up, from the threats and everything
18 else, that we did go look at a bunch of houses. We did
19 look at this house. | understand some email traffic
20 went back and forth between my wife and Melanie
21 Montgomery and the retailer that's afriend of Melanie
22 Montgomery's. But the bottom line to the whole thing is
23 when | found out they wanted to use NRA money to buy
24 this-- thishouse, | killed it. No one elsekilled it.

25 Not the audit committee, not the co-committees, not the
Page 412

1 Q. Okay. AndsoMs. Montgomery says, Hi Bill,

2 Susan, copied here, and | spoke this morning. Following
3 are my notes from the conversation to assist you in the

4 offer documents -- in the offer document, excuse me.

5 Susan also plansto talk with Amy, soit's likely Amy

6 will have more information.

7 Do you see that?
8 MR. GARMAN: Counsdl, | am going to
9 object. | don't think we have foundation for this.
10 But go ahead and answer.
11  A. Yeah, | know that we --

12 MR. GARMAN: Do you seethis? He's

13 asking whether you see this.

14 A. ldoseeit.

15 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Let me ask you this,

16 Mr. LaPierre. Have you seen Exhibit 65 before?

17 A. | have.

18 Q. Okay. Soif you'll come down to at the bottom
19 of page 1, Ms. Montgomery says equipment/furnishings to
20 retain as part of offer. Do you seethat? And then

21 there'salist of bullet points that flows on to page 2.
22 MR. GARMAN: So Counsel, a couple of
23 things. | don't want to make this a speaking objection,
24 but it looks to me like he's seen this simply because it

25 was put in front of him at a deposition, which still
Page 411

1 board. | said, no, thisis not happening, and | killed

2 it.

3 And then my wife, | believe, informed Melanie

4 Hill that the whole thing was dead. And that's the end
5 of thestory. | killedit. | --

6 Q. (BY MR.MASON) If youlook alittle bit

7 further down the page, it says we need to discuss how to
8 acquire a social membership to the club. Do you see

9 that?
10 A.
11
12
13
14
15

| do see that.
MR. GARMAN: Again -- again, I'm going to
make a foundation objection.

Q. (BY MR. MASON) Wasit your understanding
that -- well, let me ask you this. Did you have any
conversations with Ackerman, either you or your wife
16 that you're aware of, relating to a social membership to
17 theclub?

18 A. Ididnt. My wifemay have. | was out on the
19 road doing NRA business here and there and there.
20 And this whole thing was afantasy. Angus

21 proposed it. We were so beaten up, we did look at
22 houses, but when | found out that -- that he wanted to
23 use NRA money, | said no and | killed it.

24 So | don't know why thisis such abig deal.

25 Itwasn't my idea. It was Angus' idea. It was-- the
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1 whole thing was a fantasy, and when | found out they 1 MR. GARMAN: Do you want abreak? Well
2 wanted to use NRA money, | killed it and nothing ever 2 dofive. Well do ashort break.
3 happened, and not a penny of NRA money ever ended up 3 MR. DRAKE: Come back on at half past.
4 being lost in this -- 4 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We're going off the
5 MR. GARMAN: Brian, did he answer your 5 record. Thetime on thevideois3:24 pm.
6 question to thisone? 6 (Break from 3:24pm.to 3:34 pm.)
7 MR. MASON: No, but I'll ask a couple 7 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We're back on the
8 more, and then we'll -- we'll wrap it up. 8 record. Thetimeonthevideois3:34pm.
9 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Mr. LaPierre, the NRA did send 9 EXAMINATION
10 Ackerman $70,000 with respect to the house. Right? 10 BY MR. DRAKE:
11 A. I understand that at some point Mr. Phillips 11 Q. Good afternoon, Mr. LaPierre. My nameis
12 office sent earnest money of $70,000 that was returned 12 Scott Drake. I'm one of the lawyers that represents the
13 after | got back from wherever | was and said this whole 13 Official Committee of Unsecured Creditors.
14 thing is not happening and killed the deal. 14  A. Good afternoon.
15 Q. Soyoudid not tell Mr. Phillips to send that 15 Q. Without getting into all the specifics, are
16 money to Ackerman? 16 you familiar just generally with what the Official
17 A. Ididnot. | think he probably got talked 17 Committee of Unsecured Creditorsisin a Chapter 11
18 into that by Ackerman. 18 case?
19 Q. Atthebottom, it saystwo vehicles will need 19 A. Moreorless| am, yes.
20 to be purchased prior to movein aswell. Do you see 20 Q. Okay. Well, obviously over the past two days
21 that? 21 you've been questioned by lawyers for the New Y ork
22 A. Yeah. | don't know anything about that. 22 Attorney General and Ackerman McQueen, and obviously
23 Q. Didyou -- did you expect that Ackerman was 23 you're familiar with both of those groups from other
24 going to be buying two vehicles aswell asthe 24 litigation. Right?
25 $6 million house? 25 A. Yes, | am.
Page 414 Page 416
1 A. Ididnot-- 1 did not expect anything. | 1 Q. Okay. AndI'll just represent to you,
2 didn't write this. The whole thing to me is afantasy 2 generaly the Official Committee of Unsecured Creditors
3 that never happened, that | didn't propose and | killed 3 isacommittee of certain creditors of the NRA appointed
4 it. And that'sthe whole story. 4 by the US Trustee who represent all the unsecured
5 And they sure have marketed it to the media, 5 creditors of the National Rifle Association in these
6 because the house ended up in the paper and then they 6 Chapter 11 cases. So --
7 tried to say that | suggested it, which | didn't. And 7 A. Okay. | understand.
8 they tried to say that they killed it, not me. And you 8 Q. SoMr. LaPiere, | may try to jump around a
9 know, theliesjust go on and on and on. 9 little bit because I'm going to try to be as quick as
10 MR. GARMAN: So, Brian, | think unless 10 possible. | have some follow-up based on some of the
11 you've got more on this, we're probably done. 11 things|I've heard over the past two days.
12 MR. MASON: Yeah, I'm just making sure | 12 So | want to first focus on the filing of the
13 don't have any -- any fina couple questions. 13 bankruptcy. Both Mr. Sheehan and -- asked you about --
14 All right. Mr. LaPierre, | am going to pass 14 Mr. Mason asked you about who all was told about the
15 thewitness at thistime. | appreciate the time. 15 filing and at what point. My questions are alittle bit
16 THE WITNESS: Thank you. Appreciateit. 16 different.
17 MR. DRAKE: Greg, do you guyswant to 17 I understand from your testimony that
18 take five minutes, or what's your preference? 18 obviously you personally were involved in the decision
19 MR. GARMAN: Yeah, Scott. Not to put 19 for the NRA to file. Correct?
20 words in your mouth, are we talking 30, 45 minutes? |Is 20 A. That'scorrect.
21 that what you're expecting? 21 Q. And the members of the SLC, which are
22 MR. DRAKE: That'swhat | expect. | 22 Ms. Meadows, Mr. Cotton, and Mr. Lee, they were involved
23 would be surprised if it was -- | mean, | expect it to 23 inthe decision aswell?
24 be under an hour and, hopefully, closer to 30 minutes 24  A. Yes, that's correct.
25 than an hour, but -- 25 Q. And]I believe you consulted with counsel,
Page 415 Page 417
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1 which includes people from the Brewer firm and also the
2 Neligan firm. Isthat right?
3 A. Thatiscorrect.
4 Q. Wasanyone else from the NRA, besides you and
5 the three members of the SLC, was anyone else at the NRA
6 involved in the decision to file for Chapter 11?
7 A. Notinthedecision. Andrew Arulanandam knew
8 about it because he had to be involved with getting --
9 getting press reaction prepared.
10 Q. Butasfar asthe people who actually made the
11 decision, it was just you and the three SLC members
12 along with advice of counsel?
13 A. That'scorrect, based on the authority
14 delegated to us by the board in their resolution.
15 Q. I wouldliketolook --
16 MR. DRAKE: | believel put, Greg, in the
17 folder, there's three exhibits, kind of halfway in the
18 folder below the AMc exhibits. Y ou should see UCC-1, 2
19 and 3. Do you have guys those?

1 it went out?

2 A ldid.

3 Q. Andso, Mr. LaPierre, | would just like to ask

4 about a couple of -- couple of things. If you'll scroll

5 down to the second page, you will see at the bottom

6 there's a subheading underlined that says building our

7 strengths. Do you see that?

8 A. Yes

9 Q. Andhereyou say, | have added Marschall Smith
10 asour chief restructuring officer. Do you seethat?

11 A. Yes, | do.
12 Q. Andsowereyou -- or let me strike that.
13 Who all wasinvolved in the decision to at

14 thistime add or contemplate adding Mr. Smith asthe
15 chief restructuring officer?

16 A. Wadll, ultimately | guess | made the decision,

17 but he was recommended by the -- by the Brewer firm.
18 Q. Didyou consult with any other potential

19 candidates besides Mr. Smith?

20 A. ldidnot.

21 Q. Didyou personaly have an understanding as
22 what a chief restructuring officer does in a bankruptcy?
23 A. Waell, my understanding is he was going to help
24 interms of looking at the organization, streamlining

25 it, looking for cost efficiencies and any way we could
Page 420

20 MR. GARMAN: Refreshing. Hold on.
21 Y eah, we got them.
22 MR. DRAKE: Pull up number 1, please.
23 (UCC Exhibit 1 marked.)
24 Q. (BY MR.DRAKE) Mr. LaPierre, canyou see UCC
25 Exhibit 1?
Page 418
1 A. Yesldo.
2 Q. Anddo you recognize thisas an email that
3 Mr. Frazer sent out on January 15 of 2021, with a
4 subject line of announcement from Wayne LaPierre.
5 A. Yes | do.
6 Q. Did-- didyou prepare the body of the email
7 that startswith "Dear Board of Directors'?
8 MR. GARMAN: Scott, give him one second
9 toreview it.
10 MR. DRAKE: Sure.

11  A. No. No, I did not prepareit. It was

12 prepared by Andrew Arulanandam, who was our director of
13 public affairs, working with Travis, who works public

14 affairs with the -- with the Brewer firm.

15 Q. (BY MR.DRAKE) Andas! understand it from

16 Mr. Frazer, the purpose of this message was to inform

17 the entire board of directors about the fact that the

18 NRA had filed for reorganization under Chapter 11 in

19 Dadllas. Isthat correct?

20 MR. GARMAN: | am going to object to

21 form.

22 But go ahead and answer.

23 A. Yes, thatiscorrect.

24 Q. (BY MR.DRAKE) Didyou -- | understand you

25 had other people prepareit. Did you review it before
Page 419

1 improve the -- the structure of the organization.
2 Q. Didyou personally believe, Mr. LaPierre, that
3 it would be beneficial for the NRA to have a chief
4 restructuring officer look at the type of things that
5 you just described?
6 A. If any of them could be improved as we go
7 through this process, | would be all in favor of it. So
8 | -- | thought it was a good idea to have someone else
9 take alook at it.
10 Q. Andlooking at the bottom line of page 2
11 there, did the -- did the things that you envisioned the
12 CRO might look at include the NRA's compliance efforts?
13 A. I wouldhopeso. | mean, wewould -- we want
14 everyoneto look at that. | mean, it's-- it isaway
15 of life around this place right now that has been
16 ingrained in every division. And yes, | would
17 definitely want him to look at that.
18 Q. Andwould you have also wanted Mr. Smith to
19 look into the NRA's corporate governance?
20 A. Yesh
21 Q. Andwhy -- why did you believe it was worth
22 having an outside person look at the NRA's corporate
23 governance in the context of a bankruptcy?
24 MR. GARMAN: Objection to form.

25 Go ahead and answer.
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1 A. Wdl, I justthink -- and I'm kind of winging
2 it here on that, but if in any way our corporate

4 himtotakealook at it.
5

7 was not appointed as chief restructuring officer?
8 A. Youknow, my understanding isit was kind

10 announced and he was sitting in on meetings. And
11 all of asudden about 3:30, he acted sick or acrisis
12 had come up, and he said -- he said to me, | apol ogi

14 went back home. And then the following week, | fi
15 that he wasn't going to -- for whatever reason had c

17 it was some medical issue or something like that.
18 Q. Wouldyou personally, Mr. LaPierre, still

3 governance could be improved, we would -- we would want

Q. (BY MR.DRAKE) And Mr. LaPierre, what's --
6 what was your understanding of why Mr. Smith ultimately

of

9 strange, because he was here the day the bankruptcy was

then

Ze,

13 | have some emergency, | haveto leave. And he left and

nd out
ome

16 up, hewasn't going to be able to do thejob. | assumed

19 support having someone serve in such arole to look at
20 the NRA's compliance and corporate governance through

1 together, but it was put out by the two of them.

2 Everything on the website is done by the two of them.

3 Q. Andyoull seeinitlooks like the fourth

4 paragraph, it looks like there's a quote from you.

5 A. Yes | seit.

6 Q. Sodoyourecal whether you reviewed this

7 letter before it went out to the vendors?

8 A. Youknow, | review so many letters. |

9 probably took alook at thisone. | can't remember
10 specifically whether | saw -- | saw this one.
11 Q. Andas| understand from your testimony over
12 the past couple days, you -- you personally interact
13 with many of the NRA'svendors. Isthat right?
14  A. Well, theones| interact most with are the
15 onesinvolved in raising money and in the branding and
16 the image and the PR crisis management and the -- the
17 advertising and the -- | mean, all the things that --
18 that raise money for the NRA and project NRA's image and
19 keep usin the mainstream of American society, which
20 alows NRA to prosper and thrive.

2 Q. (BY MR.DRAKE) Andif theright person
3 found, that would include supporting a chief

4 restructuring officer?

5

question.

© 00N O

of it.
10
11
12
13
14

number 2.
(UCC Exhibit 2 marked.)
MR. GARMAN: All right. It'sup.

16
17

18 the NRA's vendors. Have you seen this before?
19 A. Yes | have. It wasput out by -- I'm sorry.
20 Q. No, goahead. | wasgoingto ask -- | think

21 you were anticipating my question. So who put thi
22

21 the bankruptcy process? 21 Q. And--
22 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the 22 A. Those werethe vendors.
23 question. 23 Q. --dothosevendorsplay animportant rolein
24 A. | wouldn't have any problem with anyone 24 allowing the NRA to prosper and thrive?
25 looking at NRA's structure and corporate governance 25 A. Theydo. They have.
Page 422 Page 424
1 through the restructuring process. 1 Q. Andisitimportant toyou, Mr. LaPierre, that

were

MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the

A. Yes. If they could come up with suggestions
that would improve this place, | would be dl in favor

MR. DRAKE: Greg, if you want to pull up

Q. (BY MR.DRAKE) Mr. LaPierre, if you want to
15 take asecond to look at UCC Exhibit 2, | will represent
to you this is something off the NRA Forward website
dated January 15, 2021, that is apparently aletter to

sout?

A. Thiswas put out on our website by Andrew
23 Arulanandam and Billy, who -- one of our staff people
24 that works with him. | think they also worked with
25 Travisin the Brewer team in terms of putting the copy

Page 423

2 through this bankruptcy the NRA can reorganize in away
3 that you can continue -- the NRA can continue to do
4 business with those vendors going forward?
5 A. Yes, with some of them.
6 Q. AndMr. LaPiere, if you'll look at the bottom
7 of page 1, second to last paragraph, it looks like the
8 first bold paragraph. It says, as part of the
9 restructuring, the NRA will propose a plan providing
10 payment in full of al valid creditors claims. Do you
11 seethat?

12 A. Thatiscorrect. We wanted --

13 Q. Goahead.

14  A. I'msorry.

15 Q. No, go ahead.

16 A. Wewanted to let the vendors know that.

17 Q. Andwasthat something that was personally

18 important to you, for the vendors to understand that

19 they would be paid in full for al valid creditor

20 claims?

21  A. That'scorrect. We thought that wasthe

22 proper thing to do, and we wanted to make it clear that
23 NRA was -- was on solid financial footing and that our
24 vendors would be paid.

25 Q. And Mr. LaPierre, that sentence also says that
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1 the NRA will propose aplan. Areyou generaly familiar
2 with the term "plan of reorganization"?

3 A. | amnot generally familiar with that term,

4 no.

Q. Okay. Wéll, do you have any awareness at all
that adebtor in a Chapter 11 proceeding files a
document that's called a plan of reorganization, which
isalega document under the bankruptcy code which

9 describes the proposed terms by which the debtor will
10 reorganize under Chapter 11 and then emerge from
11 bankruptcy?
12 A. Yes, | know we are -- we are in the process of
13 beginning to put that together.
14 Q. AndI understand from Mr. Frazer that
15 Mr. Néligan and hislaw firmis-- isworking on aplan
16 of reorganization for the NRA. Areyou personally
17 involved in -- in the development of the plan of
18 reorganization?
19 A. | have not been at this point, but | -- |
20 intend to be.
21 Q. Anddo you have an understanding as to who
22 elsefrom the NRA, not its outside advisers but actually
23 from the NRA, who isinvolved in the plan process?
24 MR. GARMAN: Objection to form.
25 Go ahead and answer if you can.

0 N o »

Page 426

1 just to sort of refamiliarize yourself. | know you've
2 looked at alot of documents. If you go back up to page
3 5, that's actually thefirst page. Thisisthe
4 January 7 resolution authorizing Chapter 11
5 reorganization and related retention of counsdl. Is
6 that right?
7 MR. GARMAN: Thisisthe resolution we
8 looked at.
9 A. Okay. Yes.
10 Q. (BY MR.DRAKE) Okay. So now the question |
11 haveison the next page, which is page 6 of 16. And
12 you'll see the second paragraph is the resolution that
13 empowersthe NRA and Sea Girt to retain the Neligan
14 firm. Correct?
15  A. Yes, that's correct.
16 Q. Okay. And soisthiswhat you'retalking
17 about, Mr. LaPierre, that ultimately it was your
18 decision along with the three members of the SLC?
19 A. Yes
20 Q. Allright. And sothe next question | haveis
21 the next paragraph then says resolved that the NRA and
22 SeaGirt shall retain the firm of Brewer, Associates &
23 Counselors as special counsel to prosecute and defend
24 certain non-bankruptcy matters during the course of such

25 Chapter 11 proceeding, including the pre-petition
Page 428

1 A, Wadl, I think it will be some of our -- our
2 key valued people that have been around here and we
3 place atremendous amount of trust in. Probably Sonya
4 Rowling, isour chief financial officer. Jason Ouimet.
5 Peoplelike Joe DeBergalis, who that we -- that help run
6 theassociation. | think they need to beinvolved in
7 it, people like that.
8 Q. (BY MR.DRAKE) Mr. -- Mr. LaPierre, you were
9 asked some questions by Mr. Mason about the retention of
10 the Neligan firm, and | believe that you met with them
11 sometimein Dallasin 2021. Isthat right?
12 A. That'scorrect.
13 Q. Who from the NRA actually made the decision to
14 engage the Neligan firm?
15 A. Thefinal decision was made -- | made it along
16 with the special litigation committee, Charles Cotton
17 and Willes Lee and Carolyn Meadows.
18 MR. CORRELL: Greg, if you could pull up
19 Exhibit 9, which I think was from the New York AG. Just
20 Exhibit 9. It'sthe petition.

21 MR. GARMAN: All right. We haveit.

22 MR. DRAKE: If you'll go to page 6 of

23 that, please.

24 MR. GARMAN: Okay.

25 Q. (BY MR.DRAKE) And Mr. LaPierre, if you want,

Page 427

1 matters presently handled by BAC. Do you see that?
2 A. ldo.

3 Q. Andsodol understand that as of January 7,

4 you were not intending to engage the Brewer firm for
bankruptcy matters; isthat correct?

MR. GARMAN: Objection. Counsel, you
referenced January 7. | think thisisaJanuary 15
document.

MR. CORRELL: Oh, thanks. | apologize.

Q. (BY MR.DRAKE) So asof the date of this
resolution, isit true that the NRA did not intend to
engage the Brewer firm for bankruptcy matters?

A. Waéll, we hired -- we -- we executed an
agreement with the Neligan firm and the Garman firm to
help us on bankruptcy matters specifically.

Q. Right. And | was going to ask about
Mr. Garman's firm.

18 At the time of thisresolution, it was just

19 the Neligan firm. Correct?

20 A. | believethat's correct.

21 Q. Andthen later, | believe the NRA realized it
22 needed additional --

23 A. Yes

24 Q. --I'll say manpower or attorney power, and so

25 Mr. Garman's firm was al so brought on to assist the
Page 429
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1 Neligan firm on bankruptcy matters. Right?

2 A. Thatiscorrect.

3 Q. Andsoareyou aware of any resolutions that

4 the NRA adopted that retained the Brewer firm for

5 bankruptcy matters?

6 A. | amnot aware of aresolution that the -- in

7 terms of the Brewer firm on bankruptcy matters, although

8 the Brewer firm isinvolved in litigation, all

9 litigation matters with us regarding New Y ork state and
10 regarding thiswholeissuein -- the whole issuein
11 general.
12 Q. Correct. And some of those arereferenced in
13 thelast line of thisresolution where it says,
14 including the pre-petition matters presently handled by
15 BAC?
16 A. Yes. Yes. Andthe Brewer firm continuesto
17 work with us on those issues.
18 Q. SoMr. LaPierre, changing focus, throughout
19 the last two days you've referenced things about
20 complete compliance or -- | don't remember your exact
21 words -- thankfully we have a court reporter -- but sort
22 of aself-examination that the NRA did. Wereyou --
23 were you personally involved in some of those efforts to

1 be avoided going forward in the future?
2 A. Ithink wehave -- | think we have done a
3 complete self-correction on anything NRA was doing that
4 was out of compliance with nonprofit law. We
5 self-corrected it.
6 | think that if you talk to peoplein this
7 building, compliance is now away of life for every
8 employee. There are -- there are procedures in place so
9 controls cannot be overwritten. And | think -- | think
10 if anyone interviews any of our financial people that
11 are heretoday, they will -- they will support what I'm
12 saying, including the ones that wereinitially
13 whistleblowers that thought things needed to be
14 corrected or might be out of -- out of -- out of line.
15 Q. Doyou -- do you think that the -- the
16 compliance efforts and sort of, | guess, public
17 reputation of the NRA with respect to compliance with
18 nonprofit laws is something that's important to NRA's
19 membership?
20 A. ldo. I think that -- | think it'simportant
21 totheorganization. | think it'simportant to the
22 membership. | think that's the type of organization
23 that they want to be a member of.

24 do kind of the self-examination and correction efforts 24 MR. CORRELL: Greg, could you pull up UCC
25 that the NRA undertook over the past couple of years? 25 3?
Page 430 Page 432
1 A. Yes, | was. | wasthe onethat -- that 1 MR. GARMAN: Yes.
2 started it. | wasthe one that insisted the NRA go down 2 (UCC Exhibit 3 marked.)

3 that path. Regardless of who liked it or who didn't
4 likeit, we were going to go down that path. And we
5 were going to look at every employee, every vendor,
6 everything NRA was doing. If there was something we
7 were doing that was not in compliance, we were going to
8 sdlf-correct and become fully compliant with -- well,
9 New York not-for-profit law at that point. And |
10 personally took the lead from the time we started down
11 that path, virtually every day, insisting that that's
12 the path we're going down whether you like it or not.
13 Andif you don't likeit, sorry, but thisis where we're
14 going.
15 And that's what we've done. And we never --
16 we never let anyone divert us from going down that path,
17 whichiswhy, as| said, we were so proud that we --
18 wherewe aretoday. | mean, we got atotally clean
19 audit with -- from abrand new audit firm that knew all
20 theissues and everything else in 2019, and we have
21 completely turned around the financia picture of the
22 NRA in 2020.
23 Q. And Mr. LaPierre, what gives you confidence
24 that the -- the allegations that were made afew years

25 ago have been addressed so that any -- any missteps can
Page 431

3 Q. (BY MR.DRAKE) So Mr. LaPierre, if you look
4 at thefirst page of this document, you'll seeit'sa
5 filing in these Chapter 11 cases. | will represent to
6 you that it's something filed by the debtors, which is
7 titled at the top of page 2, omnibus opposition to
8 Ackerman McQueen -- and I'm paraphrasing -- motion to
9 dismissor in the dternative for atrustee, and also
10 the State of New Y ork's motion to dismiss or in the
11 alternative atrustee, and also the District of
12 Columbia's motion to appoint a Chapter 11 trustee.
13 Mr. LaPierre, | just don't know. Do you -- do
14 you review legal filings like this on behalf of the NRA
15 or do you rely on others at the NRA to do that?
16 MR. GARMAN: Scott, this one might be a
17 little messy. Would you mind if we have 30 seconds to
18 talk about the privilege before you --
19 MR. DRAKE: Yeah. No, that'sfine.
20 MR. GARMAN: | am going to put you on
21 mute then, or we can just go off the record.
22 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We are going off the
23 record. Thetimeon thevideois4:03 p m.
24 (Break from 4:03 p m. to 4:05 p.m.)

25 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We are back on the
Page 433
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1 record. Thetime on the video is 4:05 p.m. 1 Mr. Schneiderman's warning, that's referring to what
2 Q. (BY MR.DRAKE) Mr. LaPierre, we're back on 2 you'vetestified to about the past two days?
3 therecord after abreak for you to consult with 3 A. That's correct.
4 counsel. 4 Q. Andl believe-- again, I'll paraphrase, but
5 MR. DRAKE: Could you read the question 5 in your words, led to the NRA deciding to take alook at
6 back to him, please, Julie? 6 itsown governance. Isthat generaly what you've been
7 THE REPORTER: Yes. 7 referring to?
8 (Requested testimony read.) 8 A. Yes. That'swhat Attorney General
9 A. Yes | -- | have beenin conversation about 9 Schneiderman advised usto do. He, as| said -- and
10 this document in terms of counsel describing it to me 10 I'll keep it short. He said there was a plan that had
11 what it contained. It was -- this was prepared by 11 been cooked up by some of the anti-NRA NGOs and they
12 counsel and in discussion also with key NRA employees. 12 were -- to improperly use the government of New Y ork
13 That's how it was put together. 13 state to target the NRA and attack us, and he thought it
14 Q. (BY MR.DRAKE) Okay. And Mr. LaPierre, 14 was an improper use of government. He said but they're
15 just -- just so you're clear -- and | think after 15 going to doit. And he said there's tremendous pressure
16 getting towards the end of day two, you probably have an 16 todoit. And hewent on to say that -- although he
17 understanding. Like Mr. Sheehan and Mr. Mason, | am not 17 disagreed with the NRA on the Second Amendment issues
18 trying to get into your conversations with the NRA's 18 altogether, he just thought it was an improper use of
19 lawyers or your personal counsel. So I'm sure they'll 19 government. And he said, but | think it's going to
20 caution you if they think the question calls for it, but 20 happen, and you would be wise -- New Y ork state law, a
21 just so you know, | don't want to know about those 21 lot of it's been changed in recent years. He said
22 communications. 22 there'salot of people out of compliance, probably no
23 But do you understand -- again, | know you're 23 oneisin full compliance, but that doesn't matter
24 not alawyer, but you understand that certain parties, 24 because they're going to target you guys, so you really
25 including Ackerman McQueen and the State of New Y ork and 25 ought to take afull look at the entire organization and
Page 434 Page 436
1 the District of Columbia, have moved either to dismiss 1 make sure you're in complete compliance with New Y ork
2 the bankruptcy entirely or for the appointment of what's 2 state not-for-profit law, because there's a safe harbor
3 called aChapter 11 trustee. Do you understand that 3 provision, if you do that and you self-correct, your
4 generally? 4 organization will be in good shape.
5 A. Yes | do 5 That made perfect senseto me. And from that
6 Q. I wouldliketo ask you about a couple of 6 moment forward, | decided that's the course we're going
7 statementsin here. If you'll go to page 13 of 54. Do 7 to go down, whether peoplelikeit or not, and thereis
8 you see, Mr. LaPierre, in the middle there's a heading, 8 nothing that is going to stop us from going down that
9 Roman numera |1, jurisdiction? 9 course.
10 MR. GARMAN: I'm sorry. Scott, are 10 MR. GRUBER: ThisisMike Gruber.
11 you -- oh, yeah, yeah. We're on it. 11 Objection to form for every -- al the hearsay. Thank
12 MR. DRAKE: Okay. 12 you.
13 Q. (BY MR.DRAKE) So Mr. LaPierre, if you see 13 MR. DRAKE: Just so I'm clear, Mike, are
14 right above that heading jurisdiction, the paragraph 14 you talking about my question or his answer?
15 aboveit starts with a sentence that says the facts are 15 MR. GRUBER: I'm talking about his answer
16 that the NRA, acting in the wake of Mr. Schneiderman's 16 was--
17 warning -- and then it continueson. Do you see that 17 MR. DRAKE: Okay.
18 paragraph? 18 MR. GRUBER: -- nothing but three minutes
19 A. Yes Yes | do. 19 of hearsay. Thank you.
20 Q. Okay. And Mr. LaPierre, you've testified | 20 MR. DRAKE: Okay. | just--1 didn't
21 think multiple times over the past two days about 21 know.
22 Mr. Schneiderman's call to you. 22 Q. (BY MR.DRAKE) Mr. LaPierre, do you seethe
23 A. Actualy it was Mr. Tom King on our board of 23 third line of that paragraph? It saystook stepsto
24 directors. 24 redress or obviate nearly every item the NYAG citesin
25 Q. Okay. | apologize. Isthat reference here 25 itsdissolution lawsuit. Do you see that?
Page 435 Page 437
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1 A. ldo

2 Q. Inyour persona opinion, do you think the NRA

3 has, in fact, taken steps to redress or obviate nearly

4 every itemin the New York AG lawsuit?

5 A. ldo. Ithink we have-- we have

6 self-corrected, and we continue to -- if anyone -- we

7 encourage people to step forward if they see anything

8 else. But, yes, | believe we have taken every step

9 possibleto -- to self-correct and to bring NRA into
10 full compliance.
11 Q. Do you have any concerns, sir, that -- that
12 many of the people who were in management positions at
13 the NRA at thetime prior to the New York AG lawsuit,
14 that the allegations or concern are still in management
15 positions at the NRA today?

16 MR. GARMAN: Objection to form.
17 Go ahead and answer.
18 Q. (BY MR.DRAKE) Doesthat give you any

19 concern?

20  A. |think the peoplethat are -- we talked about

21 some of them. | think that the people herethat arein

22 management positions are doing agood job and they're --
23 they're doing avery good job, and | think you see that

24 in the performance of the organization over the last

election every year, and they report -- they answer

directly to the members, and they have to run for

election. | think that gives us a pretty independent

board that expresses the will of the membership, which

is ultimately what makes this organization successful.

So | -- | know it's the subject of debate, but

I know there are alot of people that think, well, the

NRA board ought to be 15 or 20 people rather than as

largeasitis. | kind of believe the size of the board

isastrength of the organization, because the strength

of the organization is ultimately based on the

membership and the board representing that membership.
Q. And Mr. LaPierre, | have another question

14 about the membership. If you'll scroll down to page 47,

15 specifically page -- excuse me -- paragraph 83. If

16 you'll read that paragraph 83 and let me know when

17 you've had achanceto read it, please.

18 A. l'vereadit.

19 Q. Do you agree, Mr. LaPierre, with this second

20 sentence that says the removal of the members' selected

21 leadership and the installation of athird-party trustee

22 appointed by the government will have a devastating

23 impact on the NRA's ability to collect dues and raise

24 donations from its members? Do you agree with that?

© 00N UL WDN PR
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25 year and a half. 25 MR. THOMPSON: Thisis Stephen Thompson.
Page 438 Page 440
1 Q. Mr.LaPiere, if you could turn to page 24 of 1 Objection to form.
2 54. 2 A. lactuadly do agree with that. It -- it'sone
3 MR. GARMAN: Okay. We're on page 24. 3 of my biggest concerns, we talked about alittle bit
4 Q. (BY MR.DRAKE) Do you see paragraph b? 4 earlier, interms of succession. As| get toward
5 A. Yes | do 5 retirement, the fact that -- the fact that | have been
6 Q. Soyoucaneither -- | canread it, or if you 6 thevoice of the NRA literally for 40 years out in front
7 want to just take a minute to read it, read the few 7 of the membership, my signature raises hundreds of
8 sentences. 8 millions of dollarsfor the organization. It has
9 A. Yeah. Okay. Yeah, I'll read it right now. 9 actually raised billions of dollars for the
10 Yes, I've read paragraph b. 10 organization, based on the fact that they've seen me out
11 Q. Okay. Doyou agree, Mr. LaPierre, with the 11 therefighting and they've -- for what they believe in
12 last part of that, that the NRA would benefit from 12 and for their constitutional rights, and therefore, they

13 modernization to ensure its continued existence as a

14 going concern for the benefit of the NRA's creditors and
15 members?

16 A. Wadll, the NRA certainly can benefit from a--
17 from alook at any way we can be more efficient and

18 wecan -- dl of that. | think -- the oneissue | would

19 take -- thisis a subject of debate and we'll probably

20 debate it aswe get into this reorganization plan -- is

21 when you talk about the charter and the -- and the board
22 in particular.

23 | -- I think one of the strengths of the

24 NRA -- some people think it's aweakness -- is the fact

25 that we have 76 board members. A third of them run for
Page 439

13 are responsive based on -- based on -- based on the

14 relationship that | formed with them, based on that

15 they -- well, I've been with them probably 35, 40 years
16 on the road with them also.

17 So if you were to put atrustee, or someone to

18 put atrustee over this organization, you're going to

19 massively crash the amount of revenue coming into this
20 organization and which will have a devastating impact on
21 it. | mean, one of the reasons -- one of the ways we

22 were so successful last year in reducing our debt by 40
23 million and the NRA -- including accounting and paying
24 off theloans, and NRA ran 33 million in the black, was

25 that even with COVID we came within 7 percent of our
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1 preCOVID budget projection on revenue. And that was
2 phenomenal, given the COVID year and if you look at what
3 happened to other nonprofits.
4 And one of the ways we did that was to trust
5 that the membership placed -- places -- placed in the
6 relationship. And I'm not saying -- heck, everybody is
7 dispensable. | mean, | am not trying to build myself up
8 or anything else, but part of that is the relationship
9 over 40 yearsthat | built with those members and the --
10 and then the ability to turn that into dollars, whether
11 it'semail, direct mail or -- or digital communication
12 with them. A trustee would be horrible for the future
13 of the National Rifle Association in terms of
14 fundraising.
15 Q. (BY MR.DRAKE) Mr. LaPierre, with respect to
16 your views on the board and the 76 member board and the
17 fact that, you know, athird of the board sits for
18 election every year, how are the board candidates placed
19 up for nomination?
20 A. They -- there'stwoways. Thereisa
21 nominating committee of the board of directors that
22 nominates so many candidates each year. They usually
23 nominate -- | think 25 are elected. They usually
24 nominate somewhere between -- let's say 26 and 32 or 33

25 qualified candidates after looking at al the petitions
Page 442

1 York Attorney General is done with questioning for

2 Mr. LaPierrein hisindividual capacity.

3 MR. GARMAN: Brian, just confirming? |

4 think it'saformality. We're out of time, but --

5 MR. MASON: Yeah, that'sfine. We have

6 some 30(b)(6) time, so --

7 MR. GARMAN: Yeah. Okay. Do you guys

8 have an estimate of how long you -- I'm not going to

9 hold youtoit. | think you've got two hours and
10 one minute, by my calculation, left of 30(b)(6) time.
11 Do you guys have an estimate of how long you're going to
12 go?
13 MR. THOMPSON: Yeah, Greg, thisis
14 Stephen. I'm estimating about a half hour for my
15 questions.
16 MR. MASON: And | -- | probably will not
17 be more than that as well.
18 MR. GARMAN: Okay. Let'stake abreak
19 then. It sounds like we could have up to an hour. And
20 what do we say? Let'stake 15 minutes.

21 MR. THOMPSON: Thank you.

22 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We are going off the
23 record. Thetimeonthevideois4:23pm.

24 (Break from 4:23 pm. to 4:43 p m.)

25 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We're back on the

Page 444

that come in and recommendations. And then someone can
also run for the board of directors by gathering a
certain amount of petition signatures and so they -- and
be placed on the election ballot independently of the
nominating committee.
Q. How many people sit on the nominating

committee, if you know?

8 A. It'selected by our board of directors every

9 year, and it'susualy -- | think it requires six board
10 members and three nonboard membersto beonit, |
11 believe.
12 Q. And each of those membersis elected by --
13 actually by the board?
14  A. That'scorrect. It'selected by the board of
15 directors.

~N o O WN B

16 MR. DRAKE: Mr. LaPierre, | appreciate

17 your time, and at thistime I'll pass the witness.

18 THE WITNESS:. Thank you. | appreciate
19 it.

20 MR. GARMAN: Weéll, hearing no one come

21 forward, doesthis -- does this conclude the deposition
22 by the notice -- by the parties who noticed today?

23 MR. THOMPSON: Mr. Garman, thisis

24 Stephen Thompson just to confirm that we do still have

25 some 30(b)(6) questions for Mr. LaPierre, but the New
Page 443

1 record. Thetime onthevideois4:43 pm.

2 EXAMINATION

3 BY MR. THOMPSON:

4 Q. All right. Good afternoon, Mr. LaPierre.

5 A. Good afternoon.

6 Q. My nameis Stephen Thompson. | aman

7 assistant attorney general in the New Y ork State Office
8 of the Attorney General. So we are switching gears. |
will now be asking you some questions in your capacity
10 asacorporate representative for the NRA for the

11 30(b)(6) deposition.

12 A. Okay.

13 Q. Soif -- there should be a new exhibit,

14 Exhibit 11, in the shared folder. If you could please
15 let me know when you have that.

©

16 (Exhibit 11 marked.)
17 MR. GARMAN: I'm pulling it up now. One
18 second, Stephen. All right. It'sup.

19 Q. (BY MR.THOMPSON) So Mr. LaPierre, if you
20 would please scroll down to page 7 of 8 in this PDF --
21 oh, I'm sorry. Actualy, to -- to the last page.

22 A. Okay.

23 Q. Soif you could please take a moment to read

24 topics 12, 13 and 14. And just let me know if | am

25 correct that you are prepared to act as a corporate
Page 445

51 (Pages 442 - 445)

Veritext Lega Solutions
800-336-4000




Case 21-30085-hdh11 Doc 468-2 Filed 04/03/21

149

Entered 04/03/21 02:48:03 Page 93 of

1 representative for the NRA with respect to these three

2 topics.

3 A. Yes. Yes | am.

4 Q. Okay. Great. And canyou tell mewhat you

5 did to prepare for your 30(b)(6) deposition?

6 A. |takedwith our counselor here, Greg Garman,

7 and | also talked with -- we talked with Andrew

8 Arulanandam, our public relations director at the

9 National Rifle Association. And my attorney satin on
10 it, but the preparation was actually done with
11 discussion between Mr. Garman and Mr. Arulanandam and
12 myself.
13 Q. Okay. And other than Mr. Garman and
14 Mr. Arulanandam and | believe you said -- was that Kent
15 Correll, your individual lawyer was there for at |east

1 guess.

2 A. Idon'tknow.

3 Q. (BY MR.THOMPSON) Okay. And | believe that

4 you said that the special litigation committee was

5 involved. Were all three members of the specia

6 litigation committee involved?

7 A. Yes they al wereinvolved. They all were

8 aware of what we were doing.

9 Q. Okay. Andthenthe-- the, sort of,
10 incorporation documents were ultimately filed by the
11 NRA'schief of staff Vanessa Shahidi. Isthat correct?

12 A. That'scorrect.

13 Q. Okay.

14  A. That'scorrect.

15 Q. Soturning now to topic 13, there should be a

16 part of it? 16 new exhibit, Exhibit No. 12, in the share folder. If
17 A. Hesatinonit, but didn't -- didn't say 17 you could please let me know when you have that.
18 anything. 18 (Exhibit 12 marked.)
19 Q. Okay. Other than -- other than those folks, 19 MR. GARMAN: Okay. We have Exhibit 12.
20 did you speak with anyone elsein preparation for your 20 Q. (BY MR. THOMPSON) Mr. LaPierre, do you
21 30(b)(6)? 21 recognize this document?
22 A. |didnot. 22 A. It'sthe minutes of aboard of directors
23 Q. Anddidyou review any documentsin 23 mesting.
24 preparation for your 30(b)(6)? 24 Q. Okay. And let mescroll down and giveyou a
25 A. 1didnot. 25 PDF page number here.
Page 446 Page 448
1 MR. GARMAN: Counsdl, just to be clear, | 1 A. Thankyou.
2 put the noticesin front of him, but that's all. 2 Q. If you could please scroll down to PDF page 7,
3 MR. THOMPSON: Okay. Thank you. 3 whichis page 5 of the minutes. And if you see towards
4 Q. (BY MR. THOMPSON) Sol am going to -- 4 the -- halfway down the page, it starts, The chair
5 A. Thesetopics, yeah. 5 called for if new business. Mr. Frazer stated that he
6 Q. Allright. Sol am-- 6 had received one resolution, as follows.
7 A. I'msorry. Thenotice, yes, these topics were 7 Do you see that?
8 put in front of me. 8 A. Yes | do.
9 Q. Right. Okay. Thank you. 9 Q. Andistheresolution that follows the
10 So starting first with topic 12, which was 10 resolution that formalized the delegation of corporate
11 related to Sea Girt, can you tell mewho at the NRA was 11 authority by the NRA board of directors to the special
12 involved in the formation of Sea Girt? 12 litigation committee?
13 A. lwasinvolvedinit and the specia 13  A. That'scorrect. Theboard of directors needed
14 litigation committee, which is Carolyn Meadows, Charles | 14 to -- in order for the special litigation committee to

15 Cotton and Willes Lee. And we worked with counsel on it
16 intermsof -- interms of setting it up and filing.

17 Q. And canyou tell me, without providing me the

18 substance of any of your communications, which counsel
19 wereinvolved?

20 A. TheBrewer firm.
21 Q. Wasthe Neligan firm involved?
22 A. TheBrewer firmwasinvolved. | don't -- |

23 know the Brewer firm wasinvolved. The Neligan firm --
24 this goes back to November.

25 MR. GARMAN: If you don't know, don't
Page 447

15
16
17
18
19

represent the board as awhole, the board needed to
officialy bless the creation of the special litigation
committee where they would have the authority of the
board behind them.

Q. Atthetime of this-- this meeting of the
20 board on January 7th, did the board of directors have
21 any vacancies?
22 A. I'mnot sure whether they did or not. |
23 don't -- my answer is| doubt it because what happensis
24 if someone drops off, the next person in line moves up

25 and fillsthat spot. And there are usualy three or
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1 four or five peoplein line, where if someone were to 1 special litigation committee, which, as| said, are the
2 have a health problem or something and drop off, the 2 three officers of the board.
3 next person would move up. 3 Q. (BY MR.THOMPSON) Okay. Isitthe NRA's
4 Q. Gotit. 4 position that this bankruptcy is an additional legal
5 A. Sol don't think there was a vacancy. 5 proceeding arising from the same facts, circumstances or
6 Q. Andthatiswhat happened after Mr. Liptak 6 alegations as sub Romani, ii and iii in the resolution
7 resigned. Isthat correct? 7 on page 6 of this Exhibit 11 -- or 12? I'm sorry.
8 A. Thatiscorrect. 8 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
9 Q. Okay. Soturning to the -- what is the page 6 9 question. | object that | believeit's outside the
10 of the minutes, page 8 of the PDF, still staying within 10 scope of the 30(b)(6) witness.
11 thisresolution -- well, before | get to this, can you 11 But answer if you can.
12 tell me what role does the special litigation committee 12 A. I'msorry, could -- it'skind of the end of
13 have with respect to this bankruptcy? 13 theday. Could you repeat the question, please?
14 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the 14 Q. (BY MR.THOMPSON) Sure.
15 question. 15 Isit the NRA's position that this bankruptcy
16 Go ahead and answer, if you can. 16 is-- fallswithin the scope of sub Roman iv of this
17 A. | have been consulting them all the way 17 resolution?
18 through on this because they also represent the three 18 MR. GARMAN: | incorporate the same
19 officers of the National Rifle Association. And so they 19 objection.
20 are -- they have been a co-partner with the EVP's office 20 Answer to the extent you can.
21 in--inthisprocess. 21 A. Wadll, thisflows out of the fact that NRA came

22 Q. (BY MR.THOMPSON) Does the special litigation | 22 to believe that the New Y ork state was not afair
23 committee have the authority to direct you with respect 23 playing field for the organization in terms of it to

24 to -- direct you as executive vice president with 24 operate. And the organization looked for avehicle to
25 respect to the bankruptcy? 25 facilitate a possible transition. Sea Girt was formed.
Page 450 Page 452
1 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the 1 And -- and with the approval of afederal judge after we
2 question. 2 file Chapter 11, we could hopefully find a home for the
3 Go ahead and answer if you can. 3 NRA with afairer playing field from a-- well, let's
4 MR. CORRELL: Yeah, andif | could just 4 just say afairer playing field for the organization to
5 get the same agreement on objections, that | will be 5 grow and prosper in. Soit -- | mean, as| said
6 joining them without having to say it separately. Is 6 earlier, we have been looking, talking for quite awhile
7 that acceptable to you? 7 about, even before any of this came up about finding
8 MR. THOMPSON: Yes. Thank you, 8 another home for the NRA out of New Y ork state or even
9 Mr. Correll. 9 finding another home for our main facility here where
10 A. lamnottryingto beevasive. That'salegal 10 most of our employees are, amore favorable area to
11 question that | am not sure | know the answer to, to 11 operate out of, and it was the outgrowth of all of that.
12 tell you thetruth. I've donethis as a partner with 12 Q. (BY MR. THOMPSON) So just because | want to
13 them all the way through it, and | -- that would be a 13 make surethat | have -- to go back to my question, my
14 lega opinionthat | -- I don't know the answer to in 14 question iswhether the NRA believes that this
15 terms of direct. 15 bankruptcy falls within the scope of sub Roman iv of
16 Q. (BY MR. THOMPSON) Okay. Isit fair to say 16 thisresolution?
17 that the special litigation committee has the authority 17 MR. GARMAN: Hold on. Objection to form.
18 to supervise the bankruptcy? 18 Objection, | believeit falls outside the scope of
19 MR. CORRELL: Again, Mr. Correll. |1 am 19 question 13.
20 objecting asto form, callsfor legal conclusion. 20 Answer to the extent you can under romanette
21 A. Yeah, that -- I'm not alawyer. I'm not 21 iv.
22 trying to beevasive. | just don't know whether they 22 MR. CORRELL: AndthisisMr. Correll. |
23 have the authority to supervise the bankruptcy or not. 23 object to the form to the extent that it callsfor a
24 | just know that everything I've been doing in my spot 24 lega conclusion.
25 asEVP I've been doing in complete coordination withthe |25  A. It'srealy alegal question you're asking me
Page 451 Page 453
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1 that | -- I'm not sure of what the answer is, to tell

2 you the honest truth. | mean --

3 Q. (BY MR.THOMPSON) Soif therewereto bea
4 disagreement between you as the executive vice president
5 and the specia litigation committee about any decisions
6 that need to be made with respect to the bankruptcy, who
7 would have the ultimate authority to make the decision

8 between you as executive vice president and the specia

9 litigation committee?

MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
question, and objection it falls outside the scope of
question 13.

Answer if you can.

A. Wdl, | -- | think if we--if we--if a
disagreement of that type occurred between the EVP and
the special litigation committee, | think we would -- we
would seek further input from the board of directors, to
tell you the truth.

Q. (BY MR. THOMPSON) Okay. Isitthe NRA's
position that prior to -- let me step back for a second.

Isit the NRA's position that prior to the
resol ution adopting your employment agreement that was
23 adopted at the January 7th meeting, did you as the
24 executive vice president have the authority to filea

25 Chapter 11 bankruptcy petition on behalf of the National
Page 454

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

1 believe.

2 (Exhibit 13 marked.)

3 Q. (BY MR. THOMPSON) Okay. The exhibit should
4 beavailableif you refresh.

5 A. It'sherenow.

6 MR. GARMAN: All right. We'relooking at
7 page 1, questions and answers.

8 MR. THOMPSON: Yes.

9 Q. (BY MR.THOMPSON) Mr. LaPierre, do you
10 recognize -- | apologize for the formatting of this
11 document, but are you able to tell what it is?
12 A. Yes. Thisisaquestion and answer document
13 that was prepared by our public -- public relations
14 staff in consultation with Travis with the Brewer firm.
15 Q. Great. Soif you could please go down to the
16 bottom of the second page under the question, By filing
17 for Chapter 11, isthe NRA admitting it mismanaged donor
18 funds? Do you see that question?
19 A. | doseethat question.
20 Q. Okay. And then right underneath that question
21 doyou see whereit says. Not at all. We have utilized
22 al donor contributionsin furtherance of the NRA's
23 mission. Thisaction is necessitated primarily by one
24 thing, the unhinged and political attack against the NRA

25 by the New York Attorney General.
Page 456

1 Rifle Association?
2 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
3 question. It callsfor alegal conclusion, and it falls
4 outside the scope of the designated questions.
5 Go ahead and answer.
6 A. Yeah, asl-- 1 --1 would not have proceeded
7 interms of the executive vice president position to
8 move ahead with filing without that resolution from that
9 board of directors delegating authority to the EVP's
office to reorganize. Without that, | would not have
proceeded.

Q. (BY MR. THOMPSON) Okay. So let's go ahead
and turn to topic 14. So | believe during your

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21 Forward website are inaccurate?

22 A. | don't think we have any reason to believe
23 that. Not that | know of.

24 Q. Okay. Sol want to -- give me amoment to
25 actually mark it, but I am going to mark Exhibit 13, |

individual deposition you testified that the contents of
the NRA Forward website were prepared by Mr. Arulanandam
and his team with some input from Mr. Carter at the
Brewer firm. Isthat correct?
A. That iscorrect.
Q. Okay. Sitting here today, does the NRA have
any reason to believe that any statements on the NRA

Page 455

1 Do you seethat?
2 A. | doseethat.
3 Q. Doesthe NRA agree with this statement?
4 A, Wdl, asl said earlier, it -- not to be
5 repetitive, but going back to general -- Attorney
6 General Schneiderman and we believe -- we became
7 convinced that -- | became convinced in my deposition
8 thefirst time that -- where there seemed to be no
9 interest in the self-correction, tremendous pain the NRA
10 was going through to self-correct and look at everyone
11 and to bein complete compliance with New Y ork state
12 law, which we were proud of.
13 And then when the -- General James filed for
14 dissolution of the NRA, this 5 million member
15 organization that does all these great safety and
16 training and education and programs, as well as
17 political advocacy, that the atmospherein New York --
18 there didn't seem to be any good faith effort in terms
19 of al the work NRA had done on compliance, to even
20 recognize any of that and as -- or the safe harbor
21 provision that Attorney General Schneiderman had talked
22 about, that we honestly felt that we had -- in terms if
23 you cared about the NRA and its programs and its mission
24 and our members, our -- it gotten to the point where our
25 one dlternative was to file Chapter 11 and seek a

Page 457
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1 federal judge's approval on reincorporating in another
2 state.
3 We had tried -- and | will be quick. But
4 through 2017, after the Schneiderman call, in 2018, in
5 2019, not to leave New Y ork, but to actually look at
6 everything, self-correct and -- and ensure that we were
7 in complete compliance with New Y ork state law, but it
8 just got to the point where, based on what happened, if
9 you cared about the NRA we felt we had no other
10 alternative but to take this course.
11 Q. Okay. And | appreciate the context,
12 Mr. LaPierre, but | just want to go back to my question.
13 A. I'msorry.
14 Q. Somy question iswhether the NRA agrees with
15 this statement at the bottom of page 2 of Exhibit 13?

16 A. Yes wedo -- | do-- we do agree with it.
17 Q. Okay. Thank you.
18 MR. THOMPSON: Mr. Garman, if wejust

19 take atwo-minute bresk, that may be the end of my
20 30(b)(6) questioning, but | just want to have a moment
21 to confer with my colleagues.

22 MR. GARMAN: Sure. Take whatever time
23 you need. WEe'll go off the record.

1 personally.
2 Q. (BY MR.THOMPSON) Okay. And that was my
3 follow-up question, was without -- without itemizing for
4 me who wasinvolved in each particular conversation, can
5 you tell me generally who at the NRA who isn't alawyer
6 representing the NRA was involved in those
7 conversations?
8 MR. GARMAN: | object to the extent this
9 calls outside of question 13.
10 Go ahead and answer if you can.
11  A. Charles Cotton talked with the governor of
12 Texasdirectly. Randy Kozuch on our staff had
13 conversations with -- | know he had conversations with
14 the attorney general of Arizona. | think he also had
15 conversations with the governor of Arkansas. | may have
16 said Arizona. Arkansas. | believe the governor of
17 Arkansas also mentioned it to me personally in -- when |
18 wastalking with him. Ah --
19 Q. (BY MR.THOMPSON) I'm sorry. Go ahead.
20 A. No,I'mjusttrying to recal any -- I'm
21 thinking through the -- the governor of Tennessee
22 expressed an interest in setting up a meeting to talk
23 about it. Those are the ones that specifically come to

24 MR. THOMPSON: Okay. Thank you. 24 mind.
25 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We're going off the 25 Q. WhoisMr. Kozuch?
Page 458 Page 460
1 record. Thetimeonthevideois5:09 p m. 1 A. Randy Kozuch worksfor NRA in the Office of
2 (Break from 5:09 p m. to 5:12 p m.) 2 Advancement, but heis -- heisvery close to most of
3 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We are back on the 3 the governors and probably most of the attorney generals

4 record. Thetime onthevideois5:12 p m.
5 Q. (BY MR.THOMPSON) So Mr. LaPierre, just one
6 last question from me relating to topic 13, the process
7 by which the NRA determined to file for bankruptcy.
8 During your individual deposition, you mentioned that
9 there were some conversations that were occurring with
10 leadersin other states, or | believe you specifically
11 mentioned the governor of Texas about a potential move
12 for the NRA. Were there conversations with any other
13 states about a potential move?
14 MR. GARMAN: So objection to the form of
15 the question. Objection to the extent thisfalls
16 outside of question 13.
17 Go ahead and answer if you can.
18  A. Yes, there were -- there were conversations
19 with -- | know for afact Arkansas, West Virginia,
20 definitely Texas. | am trying to think, because we've
21 been contacted by -- those are the three that | am
22 gspecifically aware of, although | know there were many
23 othersthat also have expressed interest. | just -- |
24 just don't want to misstate the states by -- but | know,

25 for example, the governor of West Virginiacalled me
Page 459

4 inthe country.

5 Q. Anddoeshe-- heworksunder Mr. Schropp. Is

6 that correct?

7 A. Thatiscorrect.

8 Q. And other than Mr. Cotton, prior to thefiling

9 of the bankruptcy on January 15, were any members of the
10 board informed about any of the conversations that we
11 were discussing with Arkansas, West Virginia, Texas or
12 Tennessee?
13 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the extent this
14 question falls outside the scope of the identified
15 questions.
16 Go ahead and answer if you can.
17 A. Idon't--1 don't think any of them from our
18 end were informed or -- | know you had alot of
19 discussion going on among our board about the NRA ought
20 to moveto Texas, the NRA ought to move to North -- to
21 South Dakota, the NRA ought to move to, you know
22 Kentucky, Tennessee. | mean, everyone seemed to have an
23 opinion, and that was kind of a free-flowing discussion
24 going on just in general, not specifically related to

25 this, but it was just conversational talk going on among
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1 our board. 1 MR. CORRELL: Don't speculate.
2 MR. THOMPSON: Okay. So thank you very 2 A. I'mspeculating, but -- | know Travis Carter
3 much, Mr. LaPierre. With that, | will pass the witness 3 did.
4 back to Mr. Mason. 4 MR. GARMAN: Hold on. So onthis, | want

5 THE WITNESS: Thank you.
6 MR. MASON: Mr. LaPierre, are you ready
7 to continue, or would you like to take a break?
8 THE WITNESS: I'm fine.
9 MR. MASON: Okay.
10 THE WITNESS: If you are.
11 MR. MASON: | am good.
12 MR. GARMAN: Brian, let me find your

13 video. One second, please. Therewe are. Y ou were
14 just avoice from beyond before. We're ready.

15 FURTHER EXAMINATION

16 BY MR. MASON:

17 Q. Mr. LaPierre, when did the NRA and the Brewer
18 firm begin preparing the NRA Forward website?

19 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
20 question.
21 A. | --1don't know the exact date that the NRA

22 bhegan preparing the -- the website. | said that Andrew
23 Arulanandam was brought in on the process to work with
24 Travis and the Brewer firm, but | can't give you an

25 exact date asto when. | just don't know.
Page 462

5 tobeclear. | want you to testify to what you know,
6 and | want you to testify to what Andrew told us when we
7 asked him these questions.
8 A. Yeah, heworked with Travis Carter.
9 Q. (BY MR.MASON) How much time did you spend
10 preparing for your 30(b)(6) deposition today?
11  A. Wetaked -- we chatted maybe 30 -- 30 minutes
12 with Andrew and Mr. Garman and --
13 Q. Okay. Soonceyour individua deposition was
14 done, you spent about 30 minutes preparing for your
15 corporate representative deposition. |Isthat true?
16  A. That'strue.
17 Q. Who prepared the first draft of Wayne's
18 Letter?
19 A. That was prepared by -- by Andrew Arulanandam
20 and Travis Carter.
21 Q. DidMr. Arulanandam or Mr. Carter prepare the
22 first draft?

23 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
24 question.
25 But go ahead and answer.

Page 464

1 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Didthe NRA and the Brewer
2 firm begin working on the NRA Forward website before
3 January the 7th?
4 A. |don't know the answer to that.
5 Q. Whoareadl the people at the Brewer firm that
6 wereinvolved and had input on the content on the NRA
7 Forward website?
8 A. Asfaras| know, the one that worked with
9 Andrew was Travis.
10 Q. Andwhat'sthe basisfor that knowledge?
11 A. Justthefact that that'sthe onethat in
12 talking with me Andrew always told me he would talk
13 with.
14 Q. Haveyou made any attemptsto determine
15 whether anyone else at the Brewer firm besides
16 Mr. Carter wasinvolved in reviewing the content that
17 was going to be going on the NRA Forward website?
18 A. I havent.
19 Q. You'refamiliar with Wayne's Letter on the NRA
20 Forward website. Correct?
21 A. Yes, | am. | think Bill probably looked at
22 some of it, too, Bill Brewer, before -- before it went
23 forward also.
24 Q. Doyouknow that? Isthat your testimony on

25 behalf of the NRA?
Page 463

1 A. Asfar as| know, based on my conversation

2 with Andrew, that -- that is -- is what happened.

3 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Did Mr. Carter prepare the
4 initial draft of the Wayne's Letter that ultimately is

5 on -- currently on the NRA Forward website?

6  A. |think they both -- they both worked together

7 onall of that.

8 Q. Doyouknow how long it took them to prepare
9 that letter?

10 A. Idont.

11 Q. Do you know when they began preparing that
12 letter?

13 A. |think they started working on it a couple of

14 days before.

15 Q. Whendidyou first review Wayne's L etter

16 that's on the NRA Forward website?

17  A. 1think | wasin herethat whole day that we
18 filed and was looking over materia all day aswe

19 prepared tofile.

20 Q. Didyoumake any changesto Wayne's L etter
21 beforeit was posted to the NRA Forward website?
22  A. | can't--1don't remember, to tell you the

23 truth. If | did, they were minor.

24 Q. Didyou review the entirety of Wayne's Letter

25 beforeit was posted to the NRA Forward website?
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1 A. Yeah. Yes, | believel did.

2 Q. lIsitfairtosay that alot of time and

3 effort went into preparing the NRA Forward website?

4 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the

5 question.

6 A. I'msurethat Andrew and Billy in working with

7 Travis spent -- spent alot of time on it, worked very

8 hard for a couple days.

9 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Why did the Brewer firm need
10 to beinvolved in the preparation of the NRA Forward
11 website?

12 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
13 question.

14 Go ahead and answer if you can.

15  A. Wadll, | think Andrew and Billy actually --

16 actually did the website. It -- | think that Travis

17 Carter would have been involved in some of the content
18 working with Andrew.

19 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Would you agreethat it is
20 important that all of the content on the NRA Forward
21 websiteis-- is accurate?

22 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
23 question.

24 A. |thinkit'sawaysimportant to try to be

25 accurate.
Page 466

1 A. Tothe--tothebest of my knowledge, the
2 statements on the NRA website are -- are -- are accurate
3 and parallel the legal facts.
4 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Do you believe that the
5 statements on the NRA Forward website accurately reflect
6 why the NRA filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy?
7 MR. CORRELL: ThisisKent Correll.
8 Objection to the form, also callsfor legal conclusion.
9 A. Tothebest of my knowledge, they do
10 accurately reflect why the NRA filed for Chapter 11.
11 Q. (BY MR.MASON) There was a press rel ease that
12 was asoissued or also listed on the NRA Forward
13 website. Areyou familiar with that press release?
14  A. | haveread anumber of pressreleasesthat we
15 didin relation of that -- to this. | don't know which
16 oneyou're specifically referring to.
17 Q. Let'ssee. Let'stakealook at exhibit --
18 Ackerman Exhibit 90.

19 (AMc Exhibit 90 marked.)

20 Q. (BY MR.MASON) It should bein the folder.
21 MR. GARMAN: It'sthere.

22 A. Yeah, I'mlooking at it right now.

23 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Areyou familiar with this

24 pressrelease, Mr. LaPierre?

25 A. lam.
Page 468

1 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Words matter. Right?
2 A. Theydo.

3 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
4 question.
5 Go ahead.

6 A. Yes | agreewith that.
7 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Would you agree that -- well,
8 dtrike that.
9 And you would agree with me that on the NRA
10 Forward website, it's important to make accurate
11 statementsto all of your NRA members. Correct?

12 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
13 question.

14 Go ahead.

15 A. Weawaystry to make accurate statements to

16 al of our members, yes, | agree.

17 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Would you agree that the
18 public statements made on the NRA Forward website are
19 consistent with the NRA'slegal positionsin the

20 bankruptcy?

21 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
22 question.
23 MR. CORRELL: Yeah, | just want to also

24 object on the grounds that it calls for legal

25 conclusion.
Page 467

1 Q. Who prepared thefirst draft of this press

2 release?

3 A, Itwasprepared by Andrew Arulanandam and

4 Travis Carter.

5 Q. DidMr. Arulanandam or did Mr. Carter prepare

6 theinitial draft?

7 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the

8 question.

9 A. Tothebest of my knowledge, they worked as a
10 team together on this and they collaborated together on
11 it

12 Q. (BY MR.MASON) When wasthefirst draft
13 prepared?
14  A. |think they wereworking on it a couple days

15 before -- before the -- the bankruptcy wasfiled. |

16 know they were working like around the clock on the
17 couple days before the bankruptcy was filed on -- on all
18 of thistype of material.

19 Q. Let'stakealook at Exhibit 76, please.
20 (AMc Exhibit 76 marked.)
21 Q. (BY MR.MASON) It should bein the shared

22 folder.
23 MR. GARMAN: It'sup.
24 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Mr. LaPierre, do you see

25 Ackerman Exhibit 76?
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1 A. ldo.
2 Q. Anditlookslikethere's-- at thetop it
3 saysleadership quotes. Do you seethat?
4 A. | doseethat.
5 Q. And there's a statement from yourself, and
6 thenif you keep going through, there's a statement from
7 Ms. Meadows and then there's a statement from Mr. Brewer
8 and then there's a statement from Mr. King. Do you see
9 that?
10 A. Ildo.
11 Q. Who madethe decision as to which leadership
12 quotes were going to be -- well, let me back up.

13 Who made the decision as to which leaders were
14 going to be quoted on this particular page?

15 MR. GARMAN: Objection to form.

16 Go ahead and answer.

17 A. | believe Andrew Arulanandam came up with the

18 list of who he thought should be quoted.

19 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Did Mr. Arulanandam consult
20 with anyone else at the NRA before this was posted on

21 the NRA Forward website?

22 A. | believe he-- I'm pretty sure he mentioned

23 to mein terms of these are people I'm thinking of using

24 quotes from, and he mentioned one from me and then he

25 mentioned these others.
Page 470

1 but he doesn't -- he doesn't do it usually on his own --
2 sometimes he might -- without -- without also seeking
3 input or running it by somebody.
4 Q. Andwhen you say "running it by somebody," are
5 you referring to running it by somebody at the NRA or
6 running it by somebody at the Brewer firm?
7 A. Wdll, I'mtalking about at the NRA, but as|
8 said, he workswith -- if it'salegal issue, he works
9 with Travis Carter at the Brewer firm onit if it
10 involves any of these litigation matters or -- or this
11 type of matter.
12 Q. Why was John Frazer not quoted on the
13 leadership quotes page on the NRA Forward website?
14 MR. GARMAN: Objection to form.
15 A. Idon'thaveanyidea. Thesearethe names
16 Andrew suggested be there, and | -- you'd have to ask
17 Andrew why they didn't decide to -- | mean, other people
18 aren't quoted either. | mean, | don't think it was
19 anything particularly involving John Frazer or aimed at
20 John Frazer. It wasjust these are the people Andrew
21 came up with that he thought should be quoted.
22 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Do you agreethat Mr. Brewer
23 isone of the leaders within the NRA?
24 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the

25 question.
Page 472

1 Q. DidMr. Brewer ask if he could be quoted on
2 the leadership quotes page?

3 MR. CORRELL: Objection. Thisis
4 Mr. Correll.
5 To the extent that it calls for you to reveal

6 any communications with attorneys about litigation, |

7 instruct you not to answer.

8 A. Waell, asl said, | -- theonel talked to

9 about thiswas Andrew. So Andrew would have the
10 knowledge on whether it was hisidea or whether he had a
11 conversation with Mr. Brewer.
12 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Does--
13  A. I know I didn't have a conversation with
14 Mr. Brewer about it.
15 Q. DoesMr. Arulanandam have complete control as
16 tothe NRA's public relations and the statements that
17 are put out by the NRA?
18 A. Heisdirector of public affairsfor the
19 Nationa Rifle Association, and he directs that
20 operation. He -- he runs by -- statements by a number
21 of people. Heruns-- depending on what the subject, he
22 runsit by me. Herunsthem by Jason Ouimet, the ILA
23 director, Institute for Legislative Action. Heruns
24 them by Joe DeBergalis, the director of genera

25 operations. It depends on the nature of the subject,
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1 A. No. Mr. Brewer islitigation counsel working

2 for the NRA. | would not say he's aleader of the NRA.

3 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Let'stakealook at

4 Exhibit 128, please.

5 (AMc Exhibit 128 marked.)

6 MR. GARMAN: Okay. We haveit.

7 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Mr. LaPierre, have you seen

8 this before, this article before?

9 MR. GARMAN: Counsel, Mr. LaPierre hasn't
10 read it. I'm either going to ask that he read it or you

11 represent what it is.

12 MR. MASON: Sure.

13  A. | havenot seenit.

14 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Sure.

15  A. | havenot seen the article before.

16 Q. Let meback up and ask one question.

17 Mr. LaPierre, you testified that | believe on

18 January 15, the day that the NRA was filing for

19 bankruptcy, you reviewed the various materials that were
20 going to be posted on the NRA Forward website. Is

21 that -- isthat accurate?

22 A. | reviewed all kinds of material that day.

23 | -- yes, | reviewed alot of material that day. |

24 don't know whether | reviewed everything that was going

25 to be posted on the website, but | reviewed alot of --
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1 alot of press releases and |etters to vendors and
2 lettersto the board and other things like that.
3 Q. Okay. Sogoing back to Ackerman Exhibit 128,
4 thisisapressrelease that was put out by Stephen
5 Gutowski that istitled "NRA Board to Hold Emergency
6 Hearing Amid Bankruptcy Turmoil."
7 And if youwill, Mr. LaPierre, | would like
8 for you to scroll down to the second page, please.
9 MR. GARMAN: Counsdl, thisisa press
10 release?
11 MR. MASON: Well, I'm sorry. It'snot a
12 pressrelease fromthe NRA. It'sanewsarticle. Thank
13 you for that correction.
14 Q. (BY MR.MASON) And if youwill, thefirst
15 full paragraph. It states, Y ou could have seen the top
16 of my car blow off with my head, Journey said, because |
17 knew what that meant. It meant that those three lawyers
18 committed alie of omission of material facts to the
19 board of directors. Nobody said bankruptcy.

20 Do you seethat?
21  A. | doseethat.
22 MR. GARMAN: So | am going to object.

23 You haven't laid foundation for this document, but go
24 ahead.

25 Q. (BY MR. MASON) And then Mr. Brewer, it
Page 474

1 statement in the press -- well, let me ask you this. As
2 you sit here today, are you aware of any statements that
3 Mr. Brewer has made in the press relating to the
4 bankruptcy that have been run or approved by you first?
5 A. No, I don't--1 don't know of any statement
6 that Mr. Brewer has made that -- a press release or
7 anything that was run by me. | know that in this quote,
8 the plan was widely endorsed by the board members. |
9 mean, since we have had an overwhelming support from
10 board members and NRA members and elected officialsin
11 termsof -- sincethefiling. | mean, people have --
12 our members have been cheering, to tell you the truth,
13 and so have elected officials.
14 Q. Sowhen Mr. Brewer saysthis plan was
15 undertaken in full compliance with the NRA policy, do
16 you understand that he is stating that the plan to file
17 Chapter 11 bankruptcy? Isthat your understanding?

18 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
19 question.
20 A. Yeah, | think he'saccurately stating the

21 truth, that it was -- the authority to file was

22 delegated to the EVP's office, and | worked with the
23 SLC, whichisin compliance with NRA policy.

24 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Who are al the board members

25 that supported the NRA filing Chapter 11 bankruptcy in
Page 476

1 states, Counsel to the NRA saysthat Journey is

2 mistaken. Judge Journey purportedly supports the

3 mission of the NRA and claims not to oppose the

4 association seeking to reincorporate in Texas, he said

5 inastatement. Unfortunately, he seems to mistakenly

6 believe that the NRA reorganization plan did not follow

7 board and internal protocol. This plan was undertaken

8 in full compliance with the NRA policy. The plan has

9 been widely endorsed by NRA board members, NRA members,
10 elected officials and other key stakeholders.

11 Do you see that?
12 A. Yesh
13 Q. Somy first question for you iswho at the NRA

14 authorized Mr. Brewer to make this statement?

15 MR. GARMAN: Objection first -- objection
16 to the form of the question and objection, lacks

17 foundation.

18 MR. CORRELL: | would aso -- thisis

19 Kent Correll. | object to the extent that it calls for

20 disclosure of any confidential attorney/client

21 communication.

22 A
23 Arulanandam and Mr. Brewer. | haven't seen this

It would be a conversation between Andrew

24 article, and | haven't seen this quote.

25 Q. (BY MR.MASON) When Mr. Brewer makes a
Page 475

1 Dallas, Texas, prior to the January 7th board meeting?
2 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
3 question, objection to foundation.
4  A. Wediscussed it at length. The resolution
5 that was passed delegated to the EVP's office the
6 authority to reorganize, and | consulted with the
7 specid litigation committee, Carolyn Meadows, Willes
8 Lee, Charles Cotton. We were very concerned about
9 leaks, as|'ve said on this, because if it had leaked --
10 given from her own statements, we believed General
11 James, had she been informed of it by through aleak,
12 would have tried to put the NRA into receivership, which
13 would have destroyed the NRA. So --
14 MR. MASON: Could | have my question read
15 back, please?
16 (Requested testimony read.)
17 MR. GARMAN: Counsel, | believe he
18 answered your question.

19 MR. CORRELL: Same objections.

20 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Prior to the January 7th board
21 meeting.

22 MR. GARMAN: Object to the form of the

23 question, asked and answered.
24 Y ou can identify the same individuals again.

25 A. | consulted with Carolyn Meadows, Willes Lee,
Page 477
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1 Charles Cotton, and the authority was delegated to the

2 EVP'soffice to reorganize at that board meeting. And |

3 wasn't in theroom, so | don't know all the discussions

4 that took place on that resolution.

5 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Since January 15, have any

6 other board members besides Mr. Liptak resigned from the
7 NRA board?

8 MR. GARMAN: Object to the -- object to
9 it being outside the scope.

10 Go ahead and answer.

11  A. Not that I'm aware of.

12 Q. (BY MR.MASON) We can take alook at

13 Exhibit 91, please.

14 (AMc Exhibit 91 marked.)

15 Q. (BY MR.MASON) And whileyour counsel is
16 pulling that up, Mr. LaPierre, are you aware of any

17 leaksrelating to the executive committee meeting that
18 took place on January 7th?

19 MR. GARMAN: Object to the form of the
20 question, object that it's outside the scope of the

21 examination.

22 Go ahead.

23  A. | amnot aware of any leaks that took place at
24 that January 7th meeting, no, I'm not.

25 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Isthe reason that there were
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1 A |seethat.

2 Q. Andthe NRA states here, This process begins

3 immediately. The NRA isexpected to emerge from these
4 proceedings within the next six months.

5 Do you see that?
6 A. |doseethat.
7 Q. Isityour testimony that it was just

8 Mr. Arulanandam and Mr. Travis Carter that were involved
9 in preparing the answer to this question?

10 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
11 question.
12 A. | believe-- my belief on this questionis

13 that you would have to ask Andrew, but | would probably
14 bet that on the specific legal issue of proceed within

15 the next six months, they probably consulted legal

16 counsel.

17 Q. (BY MR.MASON) What'sthe factual basisfor
18 the statement that the NRA is expected to emerge from
19 these proceedings within the next six months?

20 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the
21 question.
22 A. | haveno personal knowledge of that. You

23 would need to ask -- it would be a question for the
24 attorneys and the bankruptcy attorneys, and | don't have

25 the -- | don't have the answer.
Page 480

1 not any leaks because Chapter 11 bankruptcy was not

2 discussed?

3 MR. GARMAN: Objection to the form of the

4 question.

5 MR. CORRELL: Objection to the form and

6 no foundation.

7  A. 1don't know the answer to that.

8 Q. (BY MR.MASON) If you could take alook at
9 Exhibit 91. | believe this -- we may have looked at

10 thisbefore. Thisisthe questions and answers section

11 of the NRA Forward website. Do you seethat?
12 A. Yes | do.
13 Q. Wasanyone elseinvolved with the preparation

14 of these questions and answers besides Mr. Arulanandam
15 and the Brewer law firm?

16 A. Not that | know of, based on my discussions

17 with -- with Andrew Arulanandam earlier today.

18 Q. Whendid the NRA begin preparing Exhibit 917
19 A. Asl'vesad, | think they worked onit a

20 couple of days before the -- the bankruptcy was

21 announced. They were working around the clock on this
22 stuff.

23 Q. If you'll go down to thethird page about

24 two-thirds of the way down. Do you see the question

25 when will the restructuring process be compl eted?
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1 Q. (BY MR.MASON) You arethe NRA's corporate
2 representative designated on the NRA Forward website.
3 Isthat right?
4 MR. GARMAN: Objection. He'sour
5 designated representative for question 8.
6 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Isthat true, Mr. LaPierre?
7 A. | amthedesigneefor the question -- the
8 Ackerman questions here today on -- that are
9 highlighted.
10 MR. GARMAN: Counsdl, for clarity of the
11 record, | have a highlighted copy of the -- of the
12 noticein front of me. That'ssimply all that's here.
13 Q. (BY MR.MASON) And just to beclear,
14 Mr. LaPierre, you were the corporate representative on
15 the Ackerman topics 5 and 8. Isthat correct?

16 MR. GARMAN: Thewitnessisreferring to
17 my copy --

18 A. That'scorrect, 5and 8.

19 Q. (BY MR.MASON) And with respect to topic 8,

20 did you review any of the contents on the NRA Forward
21 website before testifying as the NRA corporate

22 representative today?

23 A. Ididnot. | had conversations with Andrew

24 Arulanandam about who -- about the process and who he

25 worked with, and that's the conversations | had along,
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1 with counsel from the Garman firm. 1 CHANGES AND SIGNATURE
2 MR. MASON: All right. Let'sgo off the 2 WITNESSNAME: WAYNE LAPIERRE
3 record. | think I'm about done. Let me seeif I've got 3 DATE OF DEPOSITION: MARCH 23, 2021
4 any other questions. 4 PAGE LINE CHANGE  REASON
5 MR. GARMAN: Sure. 5
6 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We're going off the 6
7 record. Thetimeonthevideois5:49 pm. 7
8 (Break from 5:49 p m. to 5:51 p.m.) 8
9 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We're back on the 9
10 record. Thetime on the recordis5:51 p.m. 10
11 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Mr. LaPierre, the genera 1
12 counsel of the National Rifle Association, John Frazer 12
13 on Thursday testified that if the filing of the 13
14 bankruptcy was not authorized then it could not be filed 14
15 ingood faith. My question for you is do you agree with 15
16 that statement 16
17 MR. GARMAN: | object to the form of the 17
18 question. | object to the extent it calls for alega 18
19 conclusion. 19
20 A. | saidearlier if the board had not del egated 20
21 theauthority to the EVP's office to reorganize, | would 21
22 not have proceeded ahead with a reorganization. 22
23 MR. MASON: All right. | am going to 23
24 passthe witness at this point, save the -- reserve the 24
25 rest of our 30(b)(6) time, unless Mr. Thompson has any 25 JobNo TX4510606
Page 482 Page 484
1 other questions. 1 I, WAYNE LAPIERRE, have read the foregoing
2 MR. THOMPSON: No. Thank you. | will 2 deposition and hereby affix my signature that sameis
3 pass the witness as well. 3 true and correct, except as noted above.
4 MR. DRAKE: Thisis Scott Drake. On 4
5 behalf of the Committee, we have no further questions of 5
6 Mr. LaPierre. 6 WAYNE LAPIERRE
7 MR. GARMAN: Thank you, Scott. 7
8 Mr. Videographer, if you would put on the 8 THE STATE OF )
9 record the amount of time each of the parties used on 9 COUNTY OF )
10 the 30(b)(6) before we go off, | think we would all 10 Before me, ,on
11 appreciateit. 11 thisday personally appeared WAY NE LAPIERRE, known to me
12 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: Yes. Mr. Thompson 12 (or proved to me under oath or through
13 used 32 minutes and Mr. Mason used 32 minutes. 13 ) (description of identity
14 MR. GARMAN: Good. 14 card or other document) to be the person whose name is
15 MR. MASON: Consistent. Okay. I'vegot 15 subscribed to the foregoing instrument and acknowledged
16 nothing else. 16 to me that they executed the same for the purposes and
17 Thank you, Mr. LaPierre. 17 consideration therein expressed.
18 THE WITNESS: Thank you. 18 Given under my hand and seal of office this
19 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: This concludestoday's | 19 day of ,
20 deposition. Thetime on thevideo is5:53 p.m. We are 20
21 off the record. 21
22 (Proceedings ended at 5:53 p.m.) 22
23 23 NOTARY PUBLICIN AND FOR
24 24 THE STATE OF
25 25
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1 STATE OF TEXAS )

2 COUNTY OF DALLAS)

3 I, Julie C. Brandt, Certified Shorthand

4 Reporter in and for the State of Texas, certify that the

5 foregoing deposition of WAYNE LAPIERRE, VOLUME 2. was
6 reported stenographically by me remotely via Zoom, said

7 witness having been placed under oath by me, and the

8 deposition is a true record of the testimony given by

9 the witness;
10 That the amount of time used by attorneys at
11 the deposition is as follows:
12 Mr. Sheehan - 1 hour, 28 minutes
13 Mr. Thompson - 32 minutes
14 Mr. Drake - 46 minutes
15 Mr. Mason - 3 hours, 18 minutes
16 I further certify that I am neither counsel

17 for. nor related to any party in the cause and am not
18 financially interested in its outcome.

19 In witness whereof, I have subscribed my name
20 this 24th day of March, 2021.
21

2 Q(LCUCJM

Julie C. Brandt, CSK, KMR, CRR

23 TX CSR No. 4018, Exp. 10/31/21
Veritext Legal Solutions
24 Firm Registration No. 571
300 Throckmorton Street, Suite 1600
25 Fort Worth, Texas 76102

Page 486

1 ggarman@gtg.legal
2 March 24, 2021
3 National Rifle Association Of America And Sea Girt LLC
4 DEPOSITION OF: Wayne LaPierre , Vol. 2 (# 4510606)
5  The above-referenced witness transeript is
available for read and sign.
Within the applicable timeframe, the witness
should read the testimony to verify its accuracy. If
there are any changes. the witness should note those
10 on the attached Errata Sheet.
11 The witness should sign and notarize the
12 attached Errata pages and return to Veritext at
13 errata-tx@veritext.com.
14  According to applicable rules or agreements, if
15 the witness fails to do so within the time allotted,
16 a certified copy of the transcript may be used as if
17 signed.
18 Yours,
19 Veritext Legal Solutions

Page 487

62 (Pages 486 - 487)

Veritext Legal Solutions
800-336-4000



Case 21-30085-hdh11 Doc 468-2 Filed 04/03/21 Entered 04/03/21 02:48:03 Page 104 of
149

EXHIBIT 7
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EMPLOYMENT AGREEMENT

This EMPLOYMENT AGREEMENT is made by and between the National Rifle
Association of America (the “NRA” or the “Association”) and Wayne R. LaPierre (“Employee”).

1. Emp loyment. The Association hereby employs Employee, and Employee hereby accepts
employment with the Association, upon the terms and conditions hereinafter set forth. Terms used
herein that axe also used in the Bylaws of the Association shall have the same meaning ascribed to
them in the Bylaws of the Association.

2. Duties and Compensation.

(a) Employee shall serve as the Executive Vice President of the Association
and shall direct all the affairs of the Association in accordance with the programs and policies
established by the Board of Directors. Among his authorities, Employee shall be empowered to
exercise corporate authority in furtherance of the mission and interests of the NRA, including
without limi tation to reorganize or restructure the affairs of the Association for purposes of cost-
minimization, regulatory compliance or otherwise. Employee shall devote his full time to
performing the customary duties of such position and such other commensurate duties as may be
assigned froim time to time by the Board of Directors. Employee agrees to abide by the reasonable
rules, regulations, instructions, personnel practices, employment manuals, and policies of the
Association, as they may exist or be modified from time to time by the Association.

(b) Employee shall be compensated by the Association for all services to be
rendered pursuant to this Agreement, as follows:

(D The Association shall pay Employee a base salary at the rate of
$1,300,000 per year (the “Base Salary”).

2) The Association shall review the Base Salary at least annually. The
Association may recommend changes to the Base Salary which the Officers
Compensation Committee of the Board of Directors of the Association (the “OCC”)
reasonably determines to be in the best interest of the Association, taking into
account Employee’s performance, input obtained from independent compensation
consultants, and other relevant factors. Employee’s consent to any salary
modification recommended by the OCC shall not be unreasonably withheld.

3) Employee shall be eligible for an annual performance bonus
determined at the sole discretion of the OCC (provided, however, that any performance bonus
recommended by the OCC must be approved by the full Board of Directors of the Association).

(c) The Association shall provide the Employee with the following benefits:

(1) Paid vacation time as customarily provided to the Association’s
other comparable employees;

(2) Paid holidays as customarily provided to the Association’s other
comparable employees;

3) Life insurance as customarily provided to the Association’s other
comparable employees;

(d)  Medical and/or dental coverage as may be provided by the Association in
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its sole discmetion.

©) Reimbursement for all reasonable expenses incurred by Employee during
the term of this Agreement for advancing the Association’s business, provided that such expenses
comply with, and are documented and submitted pursuant to, applicable NRA policies and
guidelines.

@ Employee’s eligibility for any benefit provided herein shall be subject to
Employee’s compliance with the reasonable requests of, and to Employee’s meeting the
underwriting criteria used by, any insurance company providing any of the benefits specified
herein to the Association’s employees. Employee agrees to submit to any medical examination
and to provi de and complete any documentation (including medical records) required by any such
insurance company. All benefits provided for hereunder are taxable to Employee to the extent
required by applicable tax laws.

3. Term of Employment. Employee was elected to his present employment on October
24, 2020, and shall serve until the expiration of his elected term in accordance with the NRA
Bylaws. This Employment Agreement, once executed, shall become effective immediately upon
authorization by the NRA Board of Directors, and shall terminate effective immediately if the
NRA declines to re-elect Employee to the position of Executive Vice President at the next annual
election pursuant to NRA Bylaws Art. V, Sec. 1, and may additionally be terminated by the
Association:

(a) Upon 10 days written notice for Cause (as defined below); or
(b) Effective immediately upon Employee’s death or disability.

For purposes of this Paragraph 3, “Cause” shall mean: (i) material failure to perform the duties of
Employee’s position; (ii) fraud, misappropriation, embezzlement or acts of similar dishonesty; (iii)
conviction of a felony involving moral turpitude; (iv) illegal use of drugs or excessive use of
alcohol in the workplace; (v) intentional and willful misconduct that may subject the NRA to
criminal or civil liability; (vi) breach of Employee’s duty of loyalty by diversion or usurpation of
corporate opportunities properly belonging to the NRA; or (vii) any material breach of this
Agreement.

4. Confidentiality and Noncompetition. In consideration of the employment of
Employee by the Association, Employee agrees as follows:

(a) Employee shall not, during the period of his employment with the
Association or at any time thereafter, regardless of the reason for the cessation of his employment:
(1) use any Confidential Information (as hereinafter defined) for his own benefit or for the benefit
of any person or entity other than the Association; (2) disclose to any other person or entity any
Confidential Information; or (3) remove from the Association’s premises or make copies of any
Confidential Information, in any form; except, in each case, as may be required within the scope
of Employee’s duties during the course of his employment by the Association.

(b) Upon termination of employment, or at any such time as the Association
may request, Employee will deliver to the Association all copies in his possession of any
Confidential Information, in any form. Employee shall not at any time assert any rights in or with
respect to any Confidential Information.

(©) “Confidential Information” means (i) any and all specifications, drawings,
designs, techniques, processes, know-how, research, customer lists, customer needs, prices, costs

2
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and marketamng, sales and financial information, and (ii) any similar or other trade secret or
confidential information of the Association or any member, vendor, supplier, distributor, or
customer of the Association, regardless of how acquired or developed by the Association or any
such memb er, vendor, supplier, distributor, or customer, concerning any of their respective
businesses, policies, research, processes, inventions, products, business operations or business
methods. C onfidential Information does not include information, knowledge, or data which
Employee ¢ an prove was in his possession prior to the commencement of employment with the
Association or information, knowledge, or data which was or is in the public domain by reason
other than thie wrongful acts of Employee.

(d) In the event that Employee is required by applicable law, regulation or legal
process to disclose any Confidential Information, Employee shall promptly notify the Association
in writing so that the Association may seek a protective order or other appropriate remedy;
moreover, Employee shall cooperate reasonably with the Association to facilitate the Association’s
efforts to prevent or limit disclosure and assert any applicable privileges. Nothing herein shall be
deemed to prevent Employee from honoring a subpoena (or governmental order) that seeks
discovery of Confidential Information if (a) a motion for a protective order, motion to quash and/or
other motion filed to prevent the production or disclosure of the Confidential Information has been
denied or is not made; provided, however, that the Employee may disclose only that particular
Confidential Information which Employee’s legal counsel advises is legally required and that
Employee exercises commercially reasonable efforts to preserve the confidentiality of all other
Confidential Information; or (b) the Association consents to the disclosure in writing.

(e) During the period of employment with the Association and for two (2) years
thereafter, Employee shall not, for himself or on behalf of any other person or entity, in any way
compete with the business then done or intended to be done by the Association, including calling
upon any current, former or potential member, vendor or customer of the Association for the
purpose of soliciting or providing to any such individual or entity any products or services which
are the same as or similar to those provided or intended to be provided by the Association.

5. Option to License Name and Likeness; Post-Employment Services. For a period
of two (2) years commencing upon termination of Employee’s employment pursuant to this
Agreement (the “Post-Employment Period”), the Association may, at its sole option:

(a) Utilize Employee’s name, likeness, and signature for fundraising, public
relations, and membership purposes; provided, however, that (i) the Association shall exercise
such option in good faith and shall not deploy Employee’s name, likeness, or signature in any
manner which the Association reasonably foresees may harm Employee’s reputation, and (ii) the
Association shall pay Employee a reasonable royalty in exchange for such use, not to exceed
$500,000 per calendar year.

(b) Engage Employee for in-person public appearances, for which Employee will
be compensated at a rate of $750 per hour.

6. Intellectual Property. Employee agrees that any intellectual property developed
durmg the term of this Agreement, including, without limitation, trademarks, copyrights, and
patents (“Intellectnal Property”), and any products, processes, know-how, inventions or devices,
or any improvements to any of the foregoing whether patentable or not (“Inventions”), discovered
or developed during the course of his employment with the Association which are (i) related to the
Association’ s business; (ii) in the course of development by the Association; or (iii) made with the

3
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use of the Anssociation’s time, materials or facilities, shall belong to the Association. Employee
hereby assigzns and transfers to the Association all right, title, and interest to any and all such
Intellectual BProperty and Inventions.

7. Injunctive Relief. In the event of a breach or threatened breach of any of the terms
of this Agre ement, the Association shall be entitled to an injunction restraining Employee from
committing any breach of this Agreement without showing or proving any actual damages and
without dimanishing any other right or remedy which the Association may have at law or in equity
to enforce thae provisions of this Agreement. Employee waives any right Employee may have to
require the Association to post a bond or other security with respect to obtaining or continuing any
injunction ox ternporary restraining order, releases the Association and its officers and directors
from, and w aives any claim for, damages against them which Employee may have with respect to
the Association’s obtaining any injunction or restraining order pursuant to this Agreement, and
waives any clim that the Association has an adequate remedy at law.

8. General Terms.

(a) Binding Effect. This Agreement shall be binding upon and inure to the
benefit of the parties hereto, their personal representatives, and permitted successors, and assigns.

(b) Assignment. This Agreement may not be assigned, in whole or in part, by
any party he reto without the prior written consent of all other parties.

(©) Entire Agreement. This Agreement contains the entire understanding
between the parties hereto and supersedes any prior understanding, memoranda, or other written
or oral agreements between them respecting the within subject matter. There are no
representations, agreements, arrangements, or understandings, oral or written, between the parties
relating to thie subject matter of this Agreement which are not fully expressed herein.

(d) Modifications; Waiver. No modification or waiver of this Agreement or
any part hereof shall be effective unless in writing and signed by the party or parties sought to be
charged therewith. No waiver of any breach or condition of this Agreement shall be deemed to be
a waiver of any other or subsequent breach or condition, whether of like or different nature.

(e) No Third-Party Beneficiary. None of the provisions of this Agreement shall
be for the benefit of, or enforceable by, any person or entity not a party hereto.

) Partial Invalidity. If any provision of this Agreement shall be held invalid
or unenforceable by competent authority, such provision shall be construed so as to be limited or
reduced to be enforceable to the maximum extent compatible with the law as it shall then appear.
The total invalidity or unenforceability of any particular provision of this Agreement shall not
affect the other provisions hereof and this Agreement shall be construed in all respects as if such
invalid or unenforceable provision were omitted.

(2) Notices. Any notice or other communication required or permitted under
this Agreement shall be in writing and shall be deemed to have been duly given if it is delivered,
cither personally, by facsimile transmission, or by registered, certified or express mail, return
receipt requested, postage prepaid, to the address for such party specified below or to such other
address as the party may from time to time advise the other party, and shall be deemed given and
received as actual personal delivery, on the first business day after the date of delivery shown on
any such facsimile transmission or upon the date of actual receipt shown on any return receipt if
registered, certified or express mail is used, as the case may be.

4
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Notice to the National Rifle Association of America shall be sent to:

Johm Frazer, Esq.

Generl Counsel

National Rifle Association of America
11250Waples Mill Road

Fairfax, VA 22030

with a copy to:

William A. Brewer, I11, Esq.
Brewer Attorneys & Counselors
750 Lexington Avenue, 14 Floor
New York, NY 10022

Notice to W ayne R. LaPierre shall be sent to:

Wayne R. LaPierre

Executive Vice President

National Rifle Association of America
11250Waples Mill Road

Fairfax, VA 22030

with a copy to:

P. Kent Correll, Esq.
Correll Law Group

250 Park Avenue, 7™ Floor
New York, NY 10177.

(h)  Arbitration. In the event that any disagreement or dispute should arise
between the parties hereto with respect to this Agreement or Employee’s tenure at the NRA, then
such disagreement or dispute shall be submitted to arbitration in accordance with the rules then
pertaining to the American Arbitration Association with respect to commercial disputes. Judgment
upon any resulting award may, after its rendering, be entered in any court of competent jurisdiction
by any party. The place of arbitration, and the forum and venue for enforcement of any
award, shall be Dallas, Texas.

i) Governing Law. This Agreement, and all claims or causes of action
(whether in contract, tort or statute) that may be based upon, arise out of or relate to this
Agreement, or the negotiation, execution or performance of this Agreement (including any
claim or cause of action based upon, arising out of or related to any alleged representation
or warranty made in or in connection with this Agreement or as an inducement to enter into
this Agreement), or which otherwise arise out of or relate to Employee’s employment by the
NRA, shall be governed by, and enforced in accordance with, the internal laws of the State
of Texas, without giving effect to conflict-of-laws principles thereof. This document shall be
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construed amsa contract negotiated and executed in the State of Texas.

Q) Effect of Termination. Unless otherwise specifically agreed in writing, the
terms of Pamagraphs 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8shall survive any termination, cancellation, repudiation, or
rescission o this Agreement, and under such circumstances the parties may continue to enforce
such terms zasif this Agreement were otherwise in full force and effect.

¢9) Headings. The headings contained in this Agreement are inserted for
conveniences only and do not constitute a part of this Agreement.

Q)] Fair Meaning. This Agreement shall be construed according to its fair
meaning, the language used shall be deemed the language chosen by the parties hereto to express
their mutual intent, and no presumption or rule of strict construction will be applied against any
party hereto.

(m)  Gender. Whenever the context may require, any pronoun used herein shall
include the corresponding masculine, feminine, or neuter forms and the singular of nouns,
pronouns, arid verbs shall include the plural and vice versa.

(n) Counterparts. This Agreement may be executed in several counterparts,
each of whichshall be deemed an original, and all of said counterparts together shall constitute but
one and the same instrument.

(0) Further Assurances. The parties hereto shall execute and deliver any and all
additional wriitings, instruments, and other documents and shall take all such further actions as
shall be reas onably required in order to effect the terms and conditions of this Agreement.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have duly executed this Agreement as of January
_,2020.

ASSOCIAT ION:

By: N
Name: Csz2p e, £- Cof7or—
Title: £7,5 f Love o —/ 725270

EMPLOYEE:

g Zn St

Wayne R. LciPierre
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EXHIBIT 8
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CONFIDENTIAL PURSUANTI#® PROPOSED PROTECTIVE ORDER

UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT
NORTHERN DI STRI CT OF TEXAS
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1 FOR THE NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA:
1 REMOTE ORAL AND VIDEOTAPED DEPOSITION OF HONORABLE , Dylan Cidiliano
2 PHILLIP JOURNEY, produced as awitness at the instance William Noall _
3 TalithaGray Kozlowski
3 of the New York State Office of the Attorney General, GARMAN TURNER GORDON LLP
) 4 7521 Amigo Street, Suite 210
4 and duly sworn, was taken remotely in the above-styled Las Vegas, Nevada 89119
5 and numbered cause on the 18th day of March, 2021, from 5 792'_7,77'3000
dciciliano@gtg.legal
6 4:10 p.m. to 7:57 p.m., via Zoom, before Julie C. 6
7 FOR THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK:
7 Brandt, RMR, CRR, and CSR in and for the State of Texas, 8  LucasMcNamara
. . . Monica Connell
8 reported by machine shorthand, with the witness located o vad Fuchs
9 in Wichita, Kansas, pursuant to the Federal Rules of OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE
10 STATE OF NEW YORK
10 Civil Procedure and the provisions stated on the record 28 Liberty Street, 18th Floor
11 New York, New Y ork 10005
11 or attached hereto. 212.416.8401
12 12 lucas.mcnamara@ag.ny.gov
13 Jonathan Conley
13 NEW YORK STATE OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
14 14  TheCapitol
Albany, New York 12224
15 15  212.416.8108
jonathan.conley @ag.ny.gov
16 16
17 17 FOR THE OFFICE OF THE U.S. TRUSTEE:
18  LisaL.Lambert
18 Marc F. Sdlitore
19  UNITED STATES TRUSTEE PROGRAM
19 1100 Commerce Street, Room 976
20  Dalas, Texas 75242
20 214.767.8967
21 21  lisal.lambert@usdoj.gov
22
22 FOR THE PROPOSED SPECIAL COUNSEL FOR DEBTORS:
23
23 Svetlana M. Eisenberg
24 24  BREWERATTORNEYS& COUNSELORS
750 Lexington Avenue, 14th Floor
25 25  New York, New York 10022
Page 2 Page 4
; REMOTE APPEARANCES 1 212.224.8817
3 FOR THE NEW YORK STATE OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: sme@brewerattorneys.com
4 Gerrit Pronske 2
Eric Van Horn
5 Jason Kathman 3 ALSO PRESENT:
SPENCER FANE LLP 4 Jennifer Jones
6 2200 Ross Avenue, Suite 4800 West
Dalls, Texas 75201 5  Jeremy Economos
7 214.750.3610 6 Dave Hamrick
gpronske@spencerfane.com
. 7  Dave Webster
9 FOR THE OFFICIAL COMMITTEE OF UNSECURED CREDITORS: 8 David Ddl'Aquila
10 Nick Hendrix 9
Emma Persson
11 NORTON ROSE FULBRIGHT USLLP VIDEOGRAPHER:
2200 Ross Avenue, Suite 3600 10
12 Dalas, Texas 75201 .
214.855.8341 Zack Mata - Veritext
13 nick.hendrix@nortonroseful bright.com 11
14
FOR THE HONORABLE PHILLIP JOURNEY: 12
15 13
Jermaine Watson
16  BONDSELLISEPPICH SCHAFER JONESLLP 14
420 Throckmorton Street, Suite 1000 15
17 Fort Worth, Texas 76102
817.529.2724 16
18  jermainewatson@bondsellis.com 17
1 18
FOR ACKERMAN MCQUEEN, INC.:
20 19
Brian Mason
21 Joseph Acosta 20
DORSEY & WHITNEY LLP 21
22 300 Crescent Court, Suite 400 22
Dallas, Texas 75201
23 214.981.9929 23
” mason.brian@dorsey.com 24
25 25
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1 INDEX

PAGE 1 MR. WATSON: Jermaine Watson. |
2 2 represent Judge Journey. 1'll be defending this
APPEAIANCES......oosvvrrvorsserse 3 3 deposition. | am apartner at Bonds Ellis Eppich
3 Proceedings 7 4 Schafer Jones, LLP.
StpUlEionS........cccvveevrereeeiecieee 8
4 5 And before we go any further, | wanted to
HONORABLE PHILLIP JOURNEY 6 point out to all the parties that we agreed to do this
5  Examination by Mr. Pronske................ 10 . A ST
Examination by Mr. Mason 86 7 onvery short notice. My client isasitting jnge, ahd
6  Examination by Mr. Ciciliano.............. 100 8 he had adocket today. And we only made him available
. EUftEef gam' nation Ey mr- '\PAFONSke -------- igg 9 with the understanding or the agreement, rather, that he
urther Examination by Mr. Mason.......... . .
8 Signature and Changes.................. 7 10 would be subjected to two hours or up to two hours, is
Reporter's Certificate...........oevvnnne.. 173 11 what it was explained to me. We don't have an official

©
[EEY
N

agreement with any party to go beyond that. To the
extent necessary, | will check with my client at the end
of two hours and see if he wantsto continue. But | am
not going to promise parties that we're going to keep

10 DEPOSITION EXHIBITS IDENTIFIED
11 Exhibit1l NRA Bylawsas Amended
September 14, 2019.............. 37

-
N

e

(SN

Exhibit2  Employment Agreement of Wayne

13 R. LaPiere. . 41 16 him much longer than that unless he consents. So with
14 17 that, | will et everyone el se make their appearance.
ig 18 MR. CICILIANO: ThisisDylan Ciciliano
17 19 from Garman Turner Gordon on behalf of the Debtors.
18 20 Along with me are Talitha Gray Kozlowski and William
o 21 Noall. Aswell to add to that objection, | do believe
21 22 that we've discussed in this case remote videographers
22 23 may or may not be admissible. | would also object. And
5431 24 thisiswith speaking to the judge before the
25 25 deposition. He doesn't have an additional meansto --
Page 6 Page 8
1 PROCEEDINGS 1 to transmit his video, but we do have an objection to it
2 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: Today'sdateis 2 being from the courtroom just on appearance sake. |
3 March 18, 2021. Thetimeis4:10, and we are on the 3 don't imagine | am going to stop the deposition from
4 record. Thisisthe beginning of the remote video 4 going forward, but | do want to preserve that just for
5 deposition of the Honorable Phillip Journey. 5 the appearance sake. Thank you.
6 This deposition is being held via Zoom due to 6 MS. EISENBERG: Good afternoon. I'm
7 the COVID-19 pandemic. 7 Svetlana Eisenberg from Brewer Attorneys and Counselors,
8 My name is Zack Matafrom the firm Legal Video 8 Proposed Specia Counsel for the Debtors.
9 of Texas. And | am the videographer. The court 9 MR. HENDRIX: Nick Hendrix, Norton Rose
10 reporter is Julie from the firm Veritext. | am not 10 Fulbright, here on behalf of the Official Committee of
11 authorized to administer an oath. | am not related to 11 Unsecured Creditors. And | am joined by several members
12 any party in this action, nor am | financially 12 of the committee aswell.
13 interested in the outcome. 13 MR. ACOSTA: ThisisJoe Acosta. | am
14 Counsel and al present in the room and 14 here with Brian Mason. We represent Ackerman McQueen.
15 everyone attending remotely will now state their 15 MR. MCNAMARA: Good afternoon. Thisis
16 appearances and affiliations for the record. If there 16 Lucas McNamara. I'm Assistant Attorney Genera with the
17 are any objections to this proceeding being held via 17 New York State Office of Attorney General.
18 Zoom, please state them at the time of your appearance, 18 THE REPORTER: Anyone else want to
19 beginning with the noticing attorney. 19 identify?
20 MR. PRONSKE: | am Gerrit Pronske. And | 20 MR. WATSON: | think one of thetrial

21 represent the New Y ork Attorney General, along with Eric | 21 attorneys from the UST's officeislogging in. Lisa,
22 Van Horn and Jason Kathman; all three of uswiththelaw | 22 are you going to enter your appearance? Lisa?

23 firm of Spencer Fane. And we have on the line with us 23 Could you mute her?
24 Monica Connell, who is an attorney at the New Y ork 24 Lisa, can you hear us?
25 Attorney General's office. 25 MS. LAMBERT: Yes, | can hear you.
Page 7 Page 9
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1 MR. WATSON: Okay. Areyou going to
2 identify yourself for the deposition?
3 MS. LAMBERT: ThisisLisaLambert with

4 the Office of the United States Trustee, representing
5 William Neary, the US Trustee.

6 THE REPORTER: Okay. If that's everyone,
7 1 will swear in the judge.
8 (Witness sworn.)
9 MR. PRONSKE: Okay. Areyou ready for meto
10 proceed?
11 THE REPORTER: Ready.
12 HONORABLE PHILLIP JOURNEY,
13 having been first duly sworn and having confirmed that

14 heis The Honorable Phillip Journey, testified remotely
15 asfollows:

16
17

EXAMINATION
BY MR. PRONSKE:
18 Q. Judge Journey, my nameis Gerrit Pronske. I'm
19 with the law firm of Spencer Fane and represent the New
20 York Attorney General.
21 Could you -- and actually, as Mr. Ciciliano
22 was objecting, | was thinking that you have areally
23 beautiful courtroom there. So congratulations for that.

1 year you were elected to the board?

2 A. Okay. Thefirst timel was elected, it was

3 from -- for aperiod of time from 1995 to '98, so about
4 25 years ago.

5 Q. Okay.

6 A. And then | was elected in the 2020 €l ection,

7 but | wasn't able to be sworn in until after the annual
8 meeting had been postponed twice. So | officialy

9 joined the board on October 24th of 2020.

10 Q. Okay. And how long isthat term?

11 A. It'sathree-year term.

12 Q. Okay. Thank you.

13 Are you appointed to any committees of the NRA
14 board?

15  A. Ijustgot my notice. | know it was

16 grassroots and youth development.

17 Q. Okay. Anddo you sit on the executive

18 committee as well?

19 A. No.

20 Q. Okay. Sol'mgoing to refer to aboard

21 meeting that was held on January 7, 2021 and the
22 executive sessions of that board meeting. I'm just
23 going to refer to that as the board meeting. Can we

24 A. Thank you. It's one of the newer ones. The 24 have that agreement?
25 reason | chose the courtroom was they just spent $40,000 | 25  A. Sure.
Page 10 Page 12
1 on sound equipment so y'all can hear me nice and clear. 1 Q. It'smy understanding from a deposition taken

2 And| tried doing it in chambersand | couldn't get the
3 camerato work, so | gave up this morning.
4 Q. Well, we can -- we can hear you very well, so
5 thanksfor that.
6 Can you please state your name for the record?
7  A. Phillip Journey.
8 Q. Andcan you tell the Court what, if anything,
9 that you did to prepare for this deposition?
10 A. I reviewed the motion, looked through some of
11 thefileson my computers. You know, | mean, it'sa
12 pretty narrow scope, so | didn't think there was awhole
13 lottodo. And I've had areally crazy week, so right
14 now | am trying to clear up the one on the 29th, if |
15 can, sowell see.
16 Q. Okay. Andl am not going to give you al the
17 normal depo instructions since you're ajurist, but |
18 will ask that we both be particularly cognizant of not
19 talking over one another, given thisvideo format. Can
20 we have that agreement?

21 A. Sure. Yousoundjust like meevery day.

22 Q. Andwere both wearing blue shirts, you know,
23 sogofigure.

24 A. Yeah

25 Q. Socanyou tel the Court approximately what

Page 11

2 of John Frazer at this morning's session, he
3 characterized that board meeting as having been
4 separated into three sections that he called the full
5 board meeting; and the executive session one, which
6 dealt with the Wayne LaPierre employment contract
7 approval; and then the executive session two, which was
8 theformation of the special litigation committee.
9 Does that sound accurate?
10 A. That'spretty close. Therewasalot of
11 little stuff we did at the beginning and then wrapped
12 up. You know, it only took about an hour and a half.
13 Q. Okay. The-- and you attended that board
14 meeting. Correct?

15 A. Yes
16 Q. Theminutes show -- of that board meeting show
17 that there were 37 members of the 76 board members

18 present. Does that sound correct to your view?

19 A. Wédl, | didn't count noses, but that's

20 probably about right.

21 Q. Andwasthat both attendance by remotely and

22 physically present?

23 A. Theonly thing | remember was avideo

24 presentation by Carolyn Meadows, but that was not alive

25 link from what | could see.
Page 13
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1 Q. Weretherest of the board members there
2 physically present there?
3 A. Yes
4 Q. Okay. Canyou tell the Court, looking at page
5 4 of the minutes -- we don't need to go to that, but did
6 you hear arequest by Ms. Froman that the record reflect
7 that she was not present?
8 A. Yes
9 Q. And canyou provide any context on that
10 statement that was put into the record?
11 A. | amnot surewhat you're asking for.
12 Q. Doyou know the reason that she requested that
13 the record reflect that she was not present?

14 MR. WATSON: Objection, speculation.

15 Y ou can answer, Judge Journey, if you know.
16 THE WITNESS: Thank you.

17  A. | amuncertain asto why she did that.

18 Q. (BY MR. PRONSKE) Okay. Can you tell the

19 Court in general termswhat is the difference between
20 thefunction of the full board and the executive
21 committee?

1 changes made for that version?
2 A. | remember there were two bylaws events that
3 were voted on in the October 24th meeting. | do not
4 recall thetopics. | do recal that | voted for both of
5 them.
6 Q. Okay. Andnow let's go to that board meeting,
7 and | want to ask you when the board broke up to have
8 the executive session relating to the Wayne LaPierre
9 employment contract, were you present in that executive
10 session?
11  A. Yes
12 Q. And can you tell the Court, was the sole
13 purpose of that executive session to review and approve
14 the employment contract of Wayne LaPierre?
15 MR. WATSON: Objection. There may bea
16 privilege here, but I'll let the NRA assert that
17 privilege.
18 MR. CICILIANO: Yeah, | would likewise
19 object to the extent that it calls for the disclosure of
20 attorney/client communications or work product. | would
21 direct you not to answer on behalf of the NRA, but

22 generally --

23 MR. WATSON: I'm sorry. Areyou done,
24 Dylan?

25 MR. CICILIANO: Yes.

Page 16

22 MR. CICILIANO: Objection, lack of
23 foundation.
24 MR. WATSON: Did we get your objection,
25 Mr. Ciciliano?
Page 14
1 MR. CICILIANO: | would just generally
2 object on foundation. Go ahead.
3 MR. WATSON: Okay. Go ahead.
4 A. It'smy recollection that the executive

5 committee's purposeis basicaly to fill in when the
6 board isnot in session to make decisions or provide
7 guidance to staff through resolutions.
8 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) Okay. And have you reviewed
9 the bylaws of the National Rifle Association?
10
11 every week, it seemslike, but at least every three or

A. Whichversion? Y ou know, they change about

12 four months.
13 Q.
14 would be effective as of the board meeting.

15 A. | havenot gotten acopy of the bylaws as they
16 were amended in the October 24th meeting.

17 Q. Okay. Would the bylaws -- do you know that if
18 the bylaws were significantly changed at that point in
19 time?

| would be talking about the version that

20 MR. CICILIANO: Objection, form.

21 MR. WATSON: And you can answer, Judge.
22 A. I'msorry. Ask the question again.

23 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) Yeah. You sadyou hadn't

24 seen that most recent version of the bylaws, and I'm

25 asking you if you know whether there were significant
Page 15

1 MR. WATSON: | am going to instruct you
2 not to answer that, Judge --

3 THE WITNESS: Thank you.

4 MR. WATSON: -- on that basis.

5 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) So Judge Journey, are you
6 refusing to answer that question?

7 A. I'msorry, what?

8 Q. Areyou refusing to answer that question on

9 your attorney's advice?

10 A. Ithink | should rely on my counsel's advice,
11 yes.

12 Q. Okay. Sowere-- was-- when that committee
13 broke up -- broke into session, was the full board told
14 that this-- that there was going to be an executive

15 session?

16 A. Generdly, an executive session is moved by
17 one of the members of the board and then voted on

18 whether they should go into executive session. Soit's
19 not like anybody tells you except by making the motion.
20 Q. Okay. And that motion was made in the full
21 board session. Isthat right?

22  A. Yes

23 Q. Andthefull board would have had all of the
24 board of directors and other individuals that would

25 have -- there would have been attorneys and then there
Page 17
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1 would have been other individuals there. Isthat
2 correct?
3 A. Yes. Therewere -- there's the board counsel,
4 Wit. And then, of course, there's the general counsdl,
5 the secretary. They were both present, and | believe
6 Mr. Brewer was present also. | know he camein and out
7 of the room a couple times.
8 Q. Would there -- would that -- would the full
9 board session be a session that would be considered
10 privileged?
11 MR. CICILIANO: Objection, callsfor a
12 legal conclusion.
13 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) Or just the executive
14 session?
15 MR. WATSON: I'm going to object. It
16 doescall for alegal conclusion.

1 object to the extent that it requires the judge to
2 actually opine as to what was discussed in a privileged
3 session in order to answer the question, as it
4 presupposes the privilege, the nature of the
5 communication.
6 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) You cananswer the question
7 A. Theboard goesinto executive session when a
8 member of the board makes a motion and it's seconded,
9 and then the board votes on that motion. If the
10 board -- so someone would bring up the topic, and then
11 someone would say let's go into executive session, and
12 then the board votes, and they go into executive session
13 if it passes. | mean, it's not like they say we're
14 going to do this at that time and we'll be here.
15 Q. Wasthe board aware that there was going to be
16 an executive session where the Wayne LaPierre employmen

17 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) You can answer, if you know.17 contract was going to be discussed and approved?
18 MR. WATSON: Y ou can answer. You can go 18 MR. WATSON: Objection, asked and
19 ahead and answer, Judge. 19 answered or --
20 A. Okay. What was the question again? 20 Could you restate the question, Gerrit?
21 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) Thequestionisisit just 21 A. |don't think there was any advance notice
22 the executive sessions that are considered to be 22 like an agenda. Y ou know, you all have copies of the
23 privileged, or isthe full board session also considered 23 agenda. It doesn't say we're going into executive
24 privileged? 24 session here.
25 A Il-- 25 Q. (BY MR. PRONSKE) Okay. Can you tell the
Page 18 Page 20
1 MR. WATSON: I'm going to object. Same 1 Court which attorneys were present in the executive
2 objection. 2 session to discuss the employment contract?
3 Before you answer, Judge, let me object. 3 MR. CICILIANO: | would just object on
4 THE WITNESS: Okay. 4 the same point to the nature of the question and
5 MR. WATSON: Callsfor alega 5 presupposing what was discussed.
6 conclusion. 6 Y ou can answer who was at the executive
7 But you can answer. 7 session, what attorneys.
8 A. It'smy understanding that the regular board 8 A. I|don't remember if Brewer wasin the room
9 meeting is reflected in the minutes and, therefore, it's 9 during that conversation, but | believe Mr. Frazer was.

=
o

not privileged because everybody has access to the
minutes.

Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) Okay.

A. Sol believe the privilege extends to the
executive session.
15 Q. Okay. SothenI'm going to go back to my
16 origina question that was objected to, which is did the
17 full board -- was the full board aware that there was
18 going to be an executive session where the sole issue to
19 bereviewed would be the Wayne LaPierre employment
20 contract?
21 MR. WATSON: Same aobjection, callsfor
22 speculation. He can't testify to what the other board
23 members knew. He can only testify to what he observed
24 or hisimpression of what happened.
25 MR. CICILIANO: And | would further

B
N P

13
14

Page 19

10 Hewastherethe entiretime. And | believe board
11 counsel was present.

12 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) Isthat William Davis?
13 A. Yes

14 Q. Okay.

15 A. That'sWit. That'sall | know, Wit. Yeah,

16 you'reright, William Davis, okay.

17 Q. Andwas Sara Rogers present?
18 A. I'mnot sure.
19 Q. Werethere any staff members present in that

20 executive session?

21 MR. CICILIANO: Objection, vague.
22 A. Youpresumel know everybody. | don't know.
23 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) Okay. During that executive

24 session, were the members that were sitting in that

25 session provided with acopy of Mr. LaPierre's
Page 21
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1 employment contract to be approved?
2 A. They werenot given acopy, no. Therewere
3 two copies at two tables, and you had to sit there and
4 read it and turn it back in.
5 Q. Anddidyou go over and open that contract and
6 review it?
7 A. Yes, | read it.
8 Q. Wasthere apresentation made by someone with
9 respect to that contract?
10 A. Mr. Cotton wasthe -- isthefirst vice
11 president of the NRA, and as President Meadows was not
12 at the board meeting, he ran the meeting. So there was
13 another lawyer in the room, too, by the way. Y ou know,
14 you'll have to ask him what he said.
15 Q. Okay. AndwasMr. LaPierre present in that
16 session?

17 A. No. No.
18 Q. Thismorning --
19 A. Mr. LaPierre came for about three minutes and

20 left and did not return to the board meeting.

21 Q. Okay. So heattended the full board meeting
22 or this executive session?

23 A. Hewasnotin either of the executive

24 sessions.

25 Q. Okay. So Mr. Frazer testified this morning he
Page 22

1 witness not to answer.

2 MR. WATSON: And I, too, am going to
3 direct you not to answer that, Judge Journey.
4 THE WITNESS: Okay.

5 A. Okay. | can't tell you what they did say, but
6 | think | can tell you what they didn't say. And nobody
7 during that --
8 MR. CICILIANO: | would object -- | would
9 object, Judge, and direct you that what was said or was
10 not said is covered by the attorney/client privilege,
11 and | would direct you not to answer. The NRA is not
12 waiving that privilege.

13 THE WITNESS: Okay.
14  A. Nobody said the word "bankruptcy."
15 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) Okay. And did anyone say

16 theword -- and let me ask you this question. Asfar as
17 not answering the question regarding a discussion about
18 authority to file bankruptcy, are you refusing to answer
19 that question?

20 A. No. You know, I think my motion speaks for
21 itself.

22 Q. Okay.

23 A. Doesn'tit?

24 MR. CICILIANO: Mr. Pronski, we ought to

25 be clear here that the privilegeis not histo assert or
Page 24

1 wasin that executive session. s he just incorrect on
2 that?
3 MR. WATSON: Objection, assumes facts not
4 inevidence. Judge Journey wasn't present this morning
5 at Mr. Frazer's deposition.
6 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) Let me rephrasethat.
7 If Mr. Frazer said at a deposition this
8 morning that Mr. LaPierre was in that session, would he
9 beincorrect?
10 A. My recollection isthat the way the board
11 meeting runsiswe all go in and we do theroll call and
12 then the officers give us their reports, like the EVP,
13 Mr. LaPierre. And he camein, gave hisreport. It was
14 very short. And heleft. And | don't remember seeing
15 him enter the room again --

16 Q. Okay.
17  A. --duringthe board meeting.
18 So you know, maybe Frazer -- but I'm looking

19 forward and Frazer islooking back. So he may have
20 entered behind me and | had not seen it. | don't know.
21 All I know iswhat | saw in front of me.

22 Q. Wasthereadiscussion in that session of

23 authority to file for bankruptcy?

24 MR. CICILIANO: | would just object

25 pursuant to the attorney/client privilege and direct the
Page 23

1 towaive. Theprivilegeisfor the NRA to assert and

2 waive. Andif you are going to insist on getting -- and

3 with respect to Mr. Journey, he may want to talk about

4 it.

5 But to the extent you're going to insist that

6 he break or attempt to break the privilege that's owned

7 by the NRA, | will have to shut the deposition down to

8 seek aprotective order under Rule 30G or 30D.

9 | don't intend to interfere with the rest of
10 histestimony. So if that's your intent to do so, | say
11 we draw abox around this and move on to other subject
12 matters.
13 MR. PRONSKE: Weéll, | think you're going
14 to have a hard time shutting the deposition down because
15 I'minsisting on something when all I've done,
16 Mr. Ciciliano, isask questions, and | am going to
17 continue to ask questions, and | am going to ask him --
18 when he doesn't want to answer a question, | am going to
19 ask him if he refuses to answer the question. If you
20 interpret that asinsisting, then by all meansfile
21 whatever you need tofile.
22 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) Judge Journey, can you tell
23 the Court, you've said that the word "bankruptcy" was
24 not used in that session. Was the word "Chapter 11"

25 used in that session?
Page 25

7 (Pages 22 - 25)

Veritext Lega Solutions
800-336-4000



Case 21-30085-hdh11 Doc 468-2 Filed 04/03/21 Entered 04/03/21 02:48:03 Page 120 of
CONFIDENTIAL PURSUANTI#® PROPOSED PROTECTIVE ORDER

1 MR. CICILIANO: | am going to object and 1 A. That'scorrect.
2 direct you not to answer pursuant to the attorney/client 2 Q. Asaboard member of the NRA, do you believe
3 privilege, and if you insist on answering, the 3 that those -- that that sentence approved or authorized
4 deposition will be terminated right now. 4 thefiling of a bankruptcy by the NRA?
5 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) Areyourefusingtoanswer | 5 MR. CICILIANO: | would just object, and
6 that question, Judge Journey? 6 to the extent that your belief is based on what has been
7 MR. WATSON: | am going to direct you not 7 told to you by the counsel of the NRA, | would direct
8 to answer, Judge Journey. 8 you not to answer. To the extent you have an individual
9 THE WITNESS: Okay. Okay. All right, | 9 recollection, you may.
10 will follow your lead, Mr. Watson. 10 MR. WATSON: Judge Journey, you can
11 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) Wastheword 11 answer based on your -- based on your knowledge or
12 "reorganization" used in that executive session? 12 observations.
13 MR. CICILIANO: | will once again object 13 THE WITNESS: Okay.
14 and direct the witness not to answer pursuant to the 14  A. Sowhat wasthe question again? You guys, I'm
15 attorney/client privilege. 15 having too much fun watching y'all. I'm sorry, I'm
16 MR. WATSON: | will direct you not to 16 distracted, okay.
17 answer, Judge Journey. 17 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) The question, Judge Journey,
18 THE WITNESS: Thank you. 18 isthat that sentence that | read from the employment
19 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) Areyou refusing to answer, | 19 contract, do you believe that those words authorized or
20 Judge Journey? 20 approved a bankruptcy filing of the NRA?
21 A. I reluctantly am, yesh. 21 A. Youknow, when | read that -- we reorganize
22 Q. Wasthe word -- were either the word "court" 22 the NRA all thetime. We create committees, and we do
23 or theword "filing" used in that executive session? 23 al kinds of things that are not what would have been
24 MR. CICILIANO: | will once again object 24 contemplated as what occurred. So, you know, | did
25 pursuant to the attorney/client privilege and direct the 25 not -- I'm alittle mad at myself because | didn't make
Page 26 Page 28
1 judge not to answer. 1 that link.
2 MR. WATSON: Judge, don't answer the 2 Q. Youdidn't makethat connection. Therewas
3 question. I'm instructing you not to answer. 3 certainly no discussion of bankruptcy that would have
4 THE WITNESS: Okay. 4 dlowed you to make that connection. Isthat right?
5 A. I'msorry, | haveto say no, | can't answer. 5 MR. CICILIANO: | am going to object

6 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) Judge Journey, asyou--as | 6 pursuant to the attorney/client privilege and direct the
7 you know, the LaPierre employment agreement says -- that | 7 witness not to answer what occurred in the executive

8 was approved says that Wayne LaPierre is empowered, 8 session.

9 quote, to reorganize or restructure the affairs of the 9 MR. WATSON: Yes, Judge, don't -- don't
10 association for purposes of cost minimization, 10 answer the question.
11 regulatory compliance or otherwise, closed quote. Are 11  A. Yeah, | don't haveto answer that one. That's
12 you aware of that language? 12 self-apparent.
13  A. Yes 13 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) So to be apparent and to be
14 Q. Wasthere any discussion during the executive 14 clear, your testimony is, am | correct, Judge Journey,
15 committee session whatsoever regarding that sentence of | 15 that you did not make any correction -- any correlation
16 the agreement? 16 in your mind between that sentence of the employment
17 MR. CICILIANO: | am going to object 17 contract or any other sentence in the employment
18 pursuant to the attorney/client privilege and direct the 18 contract and the filing of a bankruptcy. Isthat
19 judge not to answer. 19 correct?
20 MR. WATSON: Yeah, Judge, don't -- I'm 20 MR. CICILIANO: | would just to-- 1
21 going to instruct you not to answer that question. 21 would just object. To the extent that that requires you
22 THE WITNESS: All right. That'sfine. 22 to divulge what'sin your mind with respect to what was

23 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) Your testimony, | believe, |23 informed to you by counsel of the NRA, | would direct
24 Judge Journey, isthat you did read the entire agreement 24 you not to answer to that extent.

25 before it was approved? 25 MR. WATSON: Judge, you can answer the
Page 27 Page 29
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1 question based upon what you know and your recollection.
2 THE WITNESS: Thank you.
3 A. Youknow, | just want to say "sustained" or
4 "overruled." | don't know.
5 But anyway, you know, there was -- there was
6 no hint in my little feeble mind that anyone was
7 contemplating bankruptcy.
8 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) All right. And wasthe
9 resolution to approve the employment contract ultimately
10 adopted by the executive session?
11  A. Itwasadopted, and then it wasreflected in
12 the minutes when we came out.
13 Q. Andwas that adoption unanimous?
14 A. |--1know | voted for it, but I'm not sure.
15 | suppose so. | don't remember anybody sticking
16 their -- else sticking their head out of the trench.
17 Q. Right.
18 Do you -- have you had any discussions with
19 board members about the bankruptcy filing after it was
20 filed?

21 A. Sure
22 Q. How many would you say you've spoken with?
23  A. (Laughter.) Itaktoalot of people. |

24 mean, you know, | called the US Trustee for Kansas, who

25 just retired who isareally good friend of mine. |
Page 30

1 US Trustee as far as the authorization issue?
2 A. That -- that was one of the questions, was how
3 corporations authorize the filing of a bankruptcy.
4 Q. What was the substance of that conversation
5 regarding authorization?
6 A. Oh,mygosh. That wassolongago. That was
7 like on January 16, you know. We had -- we had many
8 conversations over the next three days, because | would
9 seek clarification and he would send me more research.
10 | thought he was going to send me his Colyers and just
11 get it over with, you know.
12 Q. Didyoutell that -- did you tell that US
13 Trustee during any of those conversations that you
14 believed that the filing of the bankruptcy by the NRA
15 was not authorized?
16 MR. WATSON: Objection, callsfor alega
17 conclusion.
18 Y ou can answer.
19 A. That was my impression, yes, and that was what
20 | related to Mr. Nazar.
21 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) And did youtell the United
22 States Trustee during those conversations that the
23 filing of bankruptcy was not discussed in the board
24 meetings?
25 MR. CICILIANO: | would just object here.
Page 32

1 talked to him. | talked to lots of people after the
2 filing of the bankruptcy, sure.
3 Q. Socanyou-- let'sdrill down on that
4 conversation with the US Trustee. Can you tell me about
5 that conversation?
6 A. Heisarealy good friend, been my friend for
7 over 30 years, Ed Nazar. Hejust retired as the trustee
8 for the district of Kansas. And | talked to him about
9 the bankruptcy. And he was so kind. He sent me
10 mountains of research, and | learned all about
11 Chapter 11 in about four days.
12 Q. Didyou have any discussion with that United
13 States trustee about any concerns that you had that that
14 bankruptcy was not authorized in the board meeting?

15 A. Yes

16 MR. WATSON: Objection.

17 THE WITNESS: Sorry.

18 MR. WATSON: Objection. It callsfor

19
20
21

speculation, and it calls for alegal conclusion based
upon -- to the extent it callsfor alegal conclusion, |
am instructing him not to answer, but he can answer

22 generally asto what his understanding is of how
23 bankruptcy works.
24 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) Actually, that's not the

25 question. The question is what was discussed with the
Page 31

1 First of al, | think you're mischaracterizing. He

2 wasn't the US Trustee.

3 But second of all, to the extent that you did

4 disclose anything covered by the attorney/client

5 privilege, | would direct you not to disclose it again.

6 That's not awaiver. You don't have the ability to

7 waiveit.

8 THE WITNESS: Thank you. Onething |

9 would liketo clarify --
10 MR. WATSON: | instruct you not to answer
11 the question, Judge.
12 THE WITNESS: | just want to make sure
13 they say theretired trustee, because he's retired and
14 playing with his grandkids in Kansas City, and that's
15 where | found him, you know. He -- heretired like six
16 months ago or something like that. He had been a
17 trustee for 30 years ago.
18 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) So areyou refusing to
19 answer that question under advice of counsel?
20  A. | think we could go there for that, for this
21 oneright now, yeah.
22 Q. Okay. Doyou believe, Judge Journey, as a
23 board member that only the full board of directors of
24 the NRA can authorize a bankruptcy filing?
25 MR. WATSON: Objection, callsfor legal
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1 conclusion.
2 But you can answer, Judge.
3 MR. CICILIANO: Yeah, | would just object

4 to the extent you've been informed by counsel one way or
5 the other of the NRA; but to the extent you have a
6 persona opinion, go ahead.
7 A. My personal review of the statutes and the
8 caselaw tells me that the board has to authorizeit.
9 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) Okay. And do you think that
10 thefiling of bankruptcy can be delegated to the
11 executive committee?
12 MR. WATSON: Same objection, calsfor a
13 legal conclusion.
14 MR. CICILIANO: Same.
15 And to the extent that it's informed by
16 counsel, don't answer that, but in your personal
17 knowledge, go ahead.
18 A. Ithinkit's possible that the board can
19 delegate some authority under the bylaws. And whether
20 that delegation occurred properly under the bylaws and
21 whether that delegation was done knowingly, of course,
22 isaquestion of fact somebody we all know is going to
23 end up answering.

1 MR. WATSON: And speculation.

2 (Reporter clarification.)

3 MR. WATSON: Yes, Judge, could you wait
4 until I'm done objecting?

5 THE WITNESS: Okay.

6 MR. WATSON: Okay. Now you can answer.
7  A. |don'tthink that the bankruptcy petition was

8 apetition to dissolve the NRA.

9 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) If you know the answer to
10 this. If the bankruptcy of the NRA, if it's potentially
11 unsuccessful, for example, if it's converted to a case
12 under Chapter 7, could the filing of the bankruptcy
13 result in adissolution?
14 MR. WATSON: Same objection. That calls
15 for lega conclusion. Judge Journey is not a bankruptcy
16 practitioner or an expert in bankruptcy.

17 But you can answer the question to the extent

18 you know --

19  A. Ifit getsconverted to --

20 MR. WATSON: Hold on, Judge. Hold on.
21 THE WITNESS: Okay.

22 MR. WATSON: To the extent that your

23 opinionisinformed by other than counsel, your counsel

24 Q. (BY MR. PRONSKE) Would you -- Judge, would | 24 or the NRA's counsel, you can answer.
25 you consider the filing of a bankruptcy petition -- asa 25 THE WITNESS: Thank you.
Page 34 Page 36
1 board member, would you consider the filing of a 1 A. If aChapter 11 isconverted to a Chapter 7,
2 bankruptcy petition of the NRA to be the performance of 2 it doesrequire dissolution, as | understand the
3 acorporate activity of the NRA of such major 3 dtatutes, or if it goes back to New York. That's what
4 significance asto warrant action by the full board? 4 the Attorney General of New Y ork wants.
5 MR. CICILIANO: | would -- 5 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) Let'slook at --
6 MR. WATSON: Same objection. Hold on, 6 MR. PRONSKE: If we could go ahead and
7 Dylan. Same objection, callsfor alegal conclusion. 7 put up page 17 of the bylaws.
8 Go ahead. 8 MR. VAN HORN: Okay. One second.
9 MR. CICILIANO: | would similarly object. 9 MR. CICILIANO: And Gerrit, areyou
10 Furthermore, | would object to the extent that that's 10 moving to introduce the entire set of the bylaws or are

[EEY
[N

informed by the legal advice of counsel of the NRA.
But in your personal opinion, | guess go

ahead.

14 A. If | had thought otherwise, | don't think |

15 would have filed the motion, do you, Gerrit?

16 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) Wéll, I'm asking you. So

17 your answer isthat you believe that the filing would be

18 acorporate activity of major significance?

19 A. Yes

20 Q. Okay. Would you consider thefiling of a

21 bankruptcy petition of the NRA to qualify as a petition

22 for ajudicial dissolution?

=
w N

23 MR. WATSON: Objection, callsfor alegal
24 conclusion.
25 MR. CICILIANO: Jain.

Page 35

11 you just going to do one page?

12 MR. PRONSKE: WEll go ahead and admit
13 the entire set of the bylaws.

14 MR. VAN HORN: All right. Almost there.
15 Okay. Bylaws should be in the marked exhibit folder.
16 (Exhibit 1 marked.)

17 MR. VAN HORN: And while were waiting to
18 do the screen share, there's an agreement on the record
19 for the prior deposition about objecting only to form or
20 objection to privilege. While I'm waiting to get this
21 on screen share, can that agreement be reached for

22 purposes of this deposition?

23 MR. WATSON: No, not on our side. Sorry.
24 And 1 will try to keep my objections short.

25 MR. VAN HORN: Okay. Doeseveryone see
Page 37
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1 the bylaws? 1 am about to ask the question.
2 MR. CICILIANO: Yes. 2 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) Judge Journey, if you could
3 MR. VAN HORN: Okay. And what page, 3 pleaselook at subparagraph C, which is the duties of
4 Gerrit? 4 the executive vice president. Do you see that?
5 THE WITNESS: Those are not the version 5 A. Yes
6 that wasin effect at the time of the meeting. That's 6 Q. Doyou seeanythinginthe duties of the vice
7 September 2019, | think, or September '19. Go back -- 7 president that -- that would authorize the executive
8 yeah, it'sthe 2019 version. They've been amended at 8 vice president to approve a bankruptcy filing?
9 least three times since then. So why are we asking me 9 A. No
10 questions about the wrong set? 10 Q. AndIl want you tolook at subparagraph D,
11 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) Do you have any reason, 11 whichisthe -- the duties of the secretary. And --
12 Judge Journey, to believe -- and | want you to look at 12 yeah, and let'slook at specifically subparagraph 3. Do
13 paragraph C on page 17 and ask you think that has 13 you see that subparagraph 3?
14 been -- if the duties of the vice president have been 14 A. Yes
15 altered from the year prior bylaws? 15 Q. Anddoyou seethat that gives the secretary
16 MR. WATSON: | am going to object. He 16 the -- the secretary's duties would include duties as
17 has already indicated that thisisn't the most recent 17 may be assigned by the board of directors?
18 version, and to get him to answer would be speculative 18 A. Yes
19 and it's not the best evidence because it's not the 19 Q. Doyou seethat same provision in the
20 actual version of the bylaws. 20 executive vice president's duties, in other words,
21 I'm not trying to be an obstructionist, but -- 21 alowing the executive vice president to perform tasks
22 Dylan, do you have a copy of it? 22 that are assigned or delegated by the board of
23 MR. CICILIANO: These are the bylaws that 23 directors?
24 were produced by the NRA pursuant to the 341 meeting of | 24 A. To belabor the obvious, no.
25 creditors after the first meeting on February 22. And | 25 Q. Doyou believethat the board of directors has
Page 38 Page 40
1 understand there was amendments that were also produced | 1 the ability to delegate the corporate authority to file
2 with ared line after that meeting, and that was also 2 bankruptcy to the executive vice president?
3 produced to the parties at the 341 meeting. And that's 3 MR. CICILIANO: | would just object,
4 the only -- those are the documents the NRA provided as 4 callsfor alegal conclusion.
5 being representative of the current version of the 5 MR. WATSON: Y ou can answer, Judge.
6 bylaws, this set that we're looking at and then the red 6 A. No
7 line of a provision that we're not talking about right 7 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) Okay.
8 now. 8 MR. PRONSKE: Eric, you can take that off
9 MR. WATSON: Okay. And | am not trying 9 the sharing. Thank you.
10 to take up much more time, guys, but with that 10 So Eric, can you put up the employment
11 representation, Judge, | will let you answer the 11 contract, the first page of it, please, the one that was
12 question. 12 approved?
13 THE WITNESS: Okay. 13 MR. VAN HORN: Yes.
14 MR. WATSON: But we didn't get a copy of 14 (Exhibit 2 marked.)
15 it. So-- and we were at the 341 meeting. 15 THE WITNESS: Wow, | haven't got to see
16 Can either Dylan or you, Gerrit, or Eric 16 thisinalongtime.
17 provide me with a copy of it, please. 17 MR. CICILIANO: And Gerrit, just ashe's
18 MR. VAN HORN: I'll email it right now, 18 putting it up, we have the agreement for this deposition
19 but it'saso in the Exhibit Share folder. 19 to go forward that we were entitled to half thetime. |
20 MR. WATSON: That's good enough for me. 20 know Judge Journey's indicated you maybe only have two
21 With that representation, Judge, you can 21 hours. | just want to make sure we're still good with
22 answer the question. 22 that agreement, how to handle it so that we don't just
23 Could you repeat -- could you read back the 23 invalidate the entire deposition.
24 question for Judge Journey, Julie? 24 MR. PRONSKE: Yeah, well, we have a
25 MR. PRONSKE: Thereisn't aquestion. | 25 notice of deposition that's noticed specifically for
Page 39 Page 41
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1 four hours, and we have an agreement with you to share
2 that time. We intend to go two hours.
3 MR. CICILIANO: Okay. | mean, if we're
4 denied the opportunity to cross, it'saviolation of the
5 agreement we had.
6 MR. WATSON: Weweren't a part of that
7 agreement, and that's all I'm trying to get you guysto
8 see. We'll see how he feels after two hours and see if
9 we can continue. We're not trying to deny either side
10 equal time. It'sjust that he had a docket today. And
11 the agreement that | reached with the New Y ork AG was
12 for two hours.
13 MR. CICILIANO: And | appreciate that,
14 Jermaine. And my only point was we were unaware that
15 when they noticed it for four, there wasn't actually an
16 agreement for four. | assumed that that was cleared
17 with you guys, so that's alittle bit of asurpriseto
18 hear that.
19 MR. WATSON: WEeéll, Gerrit made it known
20 on therecord yesterday at yesterday's hearing, but we

1 MR. WATSON: Objection, callsfor

2 speculation.

3 But you can answer, Judge.

4 MR. CICILIANO: And | would further

5 object to form.
6 A. Yeah, that one'salittle tough to answer.
7 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) Okay. What I'm asking you
8 isthat if there was no discussion or if that provision
9 was not pointed out in that session as being something
10 that was authorizing bankruptcy, would that, in your
11 opinion, be inappropriate and add to the
12 inappropriateness of that delegation of corporate
13 authority?
14 MR. WATSON: Same objection. | think
15 it's speculative.
16 MR. CICILIANO: Objection, form.
17 MR. PRONSKE: It'sonly speculating
18 because you won't let him answer.
19 MR. WATSON: No, he can answer. |I'mjust
20 doing my job, Gerrit. Go ahead.

21 don't need to get into that. 21 THE WITNESS: Okay. Okay.
22 Y ou can go ahead, Gerrit. 22 A. No.
23 MR. PRONSKE: Okay. Thank you. 23 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) Isthefiling of the
24 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) All right. Do you see, 24 bankruptcy of the NRA something that could potentially
25 Judge Journey, in paragraph 2A of the contract, the 25 have impacted you as a board member?
Page 42 Page 44
1 second sentence of that clause in paragraph 2A says that 1 MR. CICILIANO: Objection, callsfor
2 among his authorities, employee shall be empowered to 2 legal conclusion and speculation.
3 exercise corporate authority in furtherance of the 3 MR. WATSON: Y ou can answer, Judge.
4 mission and interests of the NRA, including without 4  A. | amtrying to figure out where you're going
5 limitation to reorganize or restructure the affairs. 5 with that one. I'm not sure what you mean by affect.
6 Do you see that? 6 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) Yeah, let megiveyouan
7 A. Yes 7 example. Sometimes when an individual is seeking aloan
8 Q. Sototheextent that thisemployeeis being 8 from a bank, you're going to have to answer a question
9 empowered to exercise corporate authority and to the 9 whether you are involved in a corporation or a board
10 extent that that corporate authority isto file 10 member of a corporation that filed bankruptcy.

[EEY
[N

bankruptcy, do you believe that the board has the
authority under the bylaws to delegate that corporate

[EEY
N

13 authority to the executive vice president?

14 MR. WATSON: | am going to object because
15 it callsfor alega conclusion.

16 But you can answer, Judge.

17 A. | donot believe so.

18 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) Okay. Judge Journey, in

=
[{e]

your opinion as a board member, would in the event -- |
am not asking you to testify asto what happened at the
meeting. But in the event that that provision being

22 used -- or let me ask you this way.

23 Would the lack of pointing out this provision

24 or having adiscussion about it add to its

25 inappropriateness?

NN
= O

Page 43

11 My question to you is, isthefiling of the

12 bankruptcy of the NRA something that you believe could
13 potentialy have negatively impacted you?

14 MR. CICILIANO: Object --

15 MR. WATSON: Hold on. Hold on.

16 Objection, speculation.

17 MR. CICILIANO: Form and foundation as

18 well, and characterization that counsel made.

19 A. I'mgoingtotell you | had not considered

20 that possibility, but | see where you're going.

21 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) Well, let ask you this, and
22 let me makeit more simple. Asaboard member, would
23 you have liked to have known that the entity that you're
24 aboard member of was going to file bankruptcy?

25 A. That'sobvious, yes.
Page 45
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1 Q. Theboard minutes --
2 MR. PRONSKE: And Eric, you can take down
3 the bylaws. Thank you.
4 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) The board minutes of the NRA
5 say that the full board -- or that the full board
6 approved the employment contract. So would it be
7 correct to say that that employment contract was
8 approved both by the executive session and by the full
9 board?
10 A. When-- okay. Sotheboard goesinto
11 executive session. It votes. And then when we go out
12 of executive session, they record in the full board
13 meeting, as you describe it, what happened.

14 Q. Okay.
15 A. Sowedon'tvoteon it twice.
16 Q. Okay. What other board members have you

17 spoken to about the -- or let me ask this question.

18 Isthefirst time that you knew that the NRA

19 was going to file bankruptcy after the bankruptcy was

20 filed?

21 A, Yes

22 Q. And have you spoken to any other board members
23 about the bankruptcy filing of the NRA sinceitsfiling?

1 A. Not that I'm aware of. | mean, | don't know
2 who was on the other end of the phone, but, you know --
3 Q. Andyour -- your opinion or displeasure, or
4 just factually, wasit discussed with any of those board
5 members that bankruptcy was not discussed during the
6 board meeting?
7 MR. CICILIANO: | would just object to
8 the extent that it calls for attorney/client privilege
9 and instruct you not to answer.
10 MR. WATSON: Yeah, | am not going to let
11 you answer it.

12 Could you rephrase the question, Gerrit?
13 MR. PRONSKE: Yeah.
14 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) And I'm asking you, Judge

15 Journey, not to divulge any attorney/client privilege.

16 | am asking you to -- you were speaking board member to
17 board member with no attorney present, and | am asking
18 you during those conversations was it ever discussed,

19 with no lawyer present again, that there was no

20 discussion of the filing of bankruptcy at the time that

21 this employment contract was approved by the board?

22 MR. CICILIANO: | would similarly object

23 and state that the NRA asserts that even communications

24 A. Yes 24 between board members regarding attorney/client
25 Q. And which board members have you spoken to? 25 privileged communications are still privileged. They're
Page 46 Page 48
1 A. Ineedabook sol can, like, go through the 1 within the privilege group. | would direct him not to
2 names with you. 2 answer.
3 Q. Isitanumber of them? 3 MR. WATSON: Y eah, Judge, I'm going to
4 A. Alot,yeah. Asmany as| could get ahold of. 4 direct you not to answer that.
5 Q. Andcanyou give me one example? 5 THE WITNESS: Thank you.
6 A. Todd Rathner was probably the first one | 6 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) Areyou --
7 caled and then Sandy Froman. 7 A. I'mafraid | will have to do that, not answer.
8 Q. Canyou repest the name? |I'm sorry. 8 Q. Judge Journey, are you familiar with a
9 A. Todd Rathner. 9 Washington Free Beacon article dated March the 9th, 2021
10 Q. Okay. 10 that was published at 5:00 a.m. on that date?
11 A. And Sandy Froman. | am trying to remember. 11 A. Yes
12 Colond Brown. Buzz -- Buzz, Buzz, Buzz -- | think it's 12 Q. Okay. And for purposes of this discussion, |

13 Davis. There'sabunch of them | don't know. There'sa
14 lot of them that | knew from when | was on the board 25
15 years, so | basically went to the older ones that | had

16 known longer first.

17 Q. Andwerethose discussions by telephone?
18 A. Yes
19 Q. AndI'm assuming there were no other persons

20 present other than you and the other person to the
21 telephone call during those conversations. |s that
22 correct?
23 A. Notthat I'm aware of.
24 Q. And certainly no lawyers present. Isthat
25 right?
Page 47

13 am going to refer to the Washington Free Beacon as the
14 WFB. Can we have that understanding?

15 A. Sure.

16 Q. Didyou speak to -- prior to that article

17 being published, did you speak with areporter from the
18 WFB?

19 A. Yes

20 Q. Whenwasthat discussion in relation to the

21 date of the publication of the article?

22 A. Immediately preceding.

23 Q. Thesameday or the day before?
24 A. Day before.

25 Q. Day before.
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1 And the person that you spoke to, was that
2 Stephen Gutowski, the author of the article?

3 A. That'swho he represented himself to be, yes.
4 Q. Okay. Sothat WFB article says, quote, Board
5 member Phillip Journey accused NRA lawyers of misleading

6 the board about the creation of the special litigation

7 committee and the bankruptcy in a court filing, closed

8 quote.

9 Are you quoted correctly by the WFB in that
10 sentence?

1 MR. CICILIANO: | would just object.
12 But go ahead.
13 I would object to form. And also, it'sin the

14 third person, so it didn't sound quite right without

15 seeing the article.

16 MR. WATSON: And | would object that the
17 articleitself would speak for itself. | mean, it's

18 been published.

19 A. | dobelievethat quote was accurate.

20 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) Andwhen you said that NRA
21 lawyers misled the board, which NRA lawyers are you
22 referring to?

23  A. |think that that would be -- assuming -- that
24 assumes that they knew, which information | have

25 received subsequently tells me that Mr. Davis may not
Page 50

1 made aware of the bankruptcy plan when it voted to
2 empower the committee in a January 7, 2021 meeting. He
3 said hefound out about it when his daughter texted him
4 anews story, closed quote.
5 Areyou correctly quoted by the WFB in that
6 sentence?
7 A. Wadl, | know I'm not a Kansas City judge, but
8 other than that, | believe that was accurate.
9 Q. I'msorry, | actually misread that. It says
10 aKansasfamily court judge. Isthat --

11  A. Oh, okay.
12 Q. Isthat correct?
13 A. KansasCity isalong ways away from where I'm

14 at, yeah.

15 Q. What part of Kansas areyou in?
16 A. I'minthelargest city inthe state, Wichita.
17 Q. Okay. Okay. | have alot of family in Kansas

18 myself. They'reall farmers.

19 A. That meansthey're way out west, yeah.

20 Q. Sowhen the-- when the article saysthat you

21 found out about the bankruptcy when your daughter texted
22 you anews story, isthat a correct statement?

1 have known about the bankruptcy filing. So if we take
2 him out, then I'm looking at Cotton and Brewer who were
3 intheroom.
4 Q. Soyour testimony isthat you believe Cotton
5 and Brewer misled the board about the filing of the
6 bankruptcy. Isthat correct?
7 A. Presuming that they knew the filing was going
8 to happen.
9 MR. CICILIANO: | would object to the
10 extent it calls for attorney/client privilege. You're
11 asking him what people he was referencing in the
12 article, and he can testify to that, but not to the
13 content of what happened at that board meeting.
14 MR. PRONSKE: Well, if he'stestifying to
15 misleading and fraud, there's afraud exception in
16 attorney/client privilege, Mr. Ciciliano.
17 MR. CICILIANO: Mr. Pronske, you don't
18 get to blow through the fraud privilege by merely
19 asserting it. It has to be demonstrated to the Court,
20 which hasn't been done, and that also has different
21 standards, so you haven't proven the fraud privilege.
22 Go ahead.
23 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) Judge Journey, the article
24 goes on to say, quote, Journey, a Kansas City family

25 court judge, told the Free Beacon that the board was not
Page 51

23 A. Yes
24 Q. And presumably that was after the bankruptcy
25 filing. Isthat right?
Page 52
1 A Yes
2 Q. Butyoudidn't know about the bankruptcy

3 filing until after the bankruptcy wasfiled. Isthat
4 correct?

5 A. | had not checked my email when | left work
6 that day, and | was on my way home.
7 Q. Anddidyou receive an email about thefiling
8 of the bankruptcy?
9 A. Yes, from Mr. Frazer.
10 Q. Andwasthat email sent after the bankruptcy
11 wasfiled?

12 A. | believeso. It wasabout 4 o'clock that

13 afternoon on the 15th.

14 Q. Soevenif you had been checking your email
15 that day, you still wouldn't have known about the

16 bankruptcy until after it wasfiled. Isthat right?

17 A. That'saccurate.

18 Q. Okay. Thenext| am going to call it colorful
19 quote from the WFB article says, quote, Y ou could have
20 seen the top of my car blow off with my head, Journey
21 said, quote, because | knew what that meant. It meant
22 that those three lawyers committed alie of omission as
23 to material facts to the board of directors. Nobody

24 said bankruptcy, closed quote.

25 Isthat quote that's attributed to you
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1 accurately attributed?

2 A. Ithink so. | would have modified it, and |
3 would have said at least up to threeinstead of all
4 three, because | think one may not deserve that.

5 Q. Andthat quote then instead of saying three
6 lawyers, up to three lawyers, that would be -- that
7 would include Mr. Cotton and Mr. Brewer. Isthat

8 correct?
9 A. Yes
10 Q. Andwhenyou saidin that quote nobody said

11 bankruptcy, I'm assuming that means in the board meeting
12 or the executive session of the board meeting. |sthat
13 correct?

14 MR. WATSON: Objection. Objection.

15 Mr. Ciciliano, do you have a privilege to

16 assert on behalf of the NRA?

17 MR. CICILIANO: Yeah, | am objecting to
18 the extent it's calling for the disclosure of what

19 occurred during the board meeting.

20 If you're asking him what he said to the

21 newspaper guy, | guess that's just verifying the quote.
22 MR. PRONSKE: Actualy, hereiswhat | am
23 doing. And listen to mefor aminute, al right? | am
24 not asking him what happened, and | am not asking him

25 about anything that he said that -- where an attorney
Page 54

1 conclusion you're seeking, yes.
2 Q. Okay.
3 MR. WATSON: Gerrit, could you let us
4 know when you're at a stopping point? | need to check
5 in on the judge, because we want to be fair to everyone
6 and give everyone equal time. But | do want you to
7 finish, so | need to check on him, if that's okay.
8 MR. PRONSKE: I've got afew more
9 relating to this article --
10 MR. WATSON: Okay.
11 MR. PRONSKE: -- and then that's a good
12 point. Not finishing point, but breaking point.
13 MR. WATSON: Right, bresking point for
14 like five minutes or so.
15 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) So Judge Journey,
16 paragraph -- switching over just for amoment to your
17 motion to appoint examiner, paragraph 16 of your motion
18 says, quote, In direct violation of its own bylaws, the
19 NRA did not disclose to the board of directorsits
20 intent to seek Chapter 11 relief. In further violation
21 of those bylaws, no solicitation for -- to the board for
22 votes of approval of the filing was conducted. In fact,
23 one or more board members only became aware of this case
24 through media outlets, closed quote.

25 Isthat an accurate statement that's contained
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1 was present.
2 I'm saying that when he said nobody said
3 bankruptcy, I'm asking him did he mean at that -- when
4 he said that to areporter with no lawyer present -- and
5 let me pause for just a minute.
6 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) Judge Journey, was alawyer
7 present when you spoke to the WFB?
8 A. No
9 Q. Okay. So--
10 A. Atleast not onethat was mine.
11 MR. PRONSKE: The question I'm asking is
12 that when he said nobody said bankruptcy to the reporter
13 with no attorney present, did he mean, when he used
14 those words to the reporter, that nobody said bankruptcy
15 in the board meeting?
16 MR. WATSON: | believe that question's
17 been asked and answered at least afew times. | think
18 you've already gotten it in, Gerrit.

19 MR. PRONSKE: Okay.

20 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) You can answer, Judge
21 Journey.

22 A. |think anybody who reads that would come to

23 that same conclusion, | think, yes.
24 Q. AndI'msorry, | didn't hear thelast part --

25 A. | said anybody would come to that same
Page 55

1 inyour motion?
2 A. lsignedit, yes.
3 Q. Okay. Anddo you believe, Judge Journey, that
4 the board of directors would have approved of the filing
5 of bankruptcy on January 7 if they had been asked to
6 approveit?
7 A. Wemay never know, but we'll see what happens
8 on the 28th.
9 MR. CICILIANO: | would just object,

10 callsfor speculation.

11 MR. WATSON: Yeah, it doescall for
12 speculation.
13 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) Andwhat -- since -- yeah,

14 what happens on the 28th, Judge Journey?

15  A. New board meeting.

16 Q. Andhaveyou received any kind of written
17 materials on the board meeting that is going to take
18 place on the 28th?

19  A. AllI'vegotten so far isthe email of the

20 notice.

21 Q. Anddoesit contain any information asto an
22 agendaor what will take place at that board meeting?
23 A. | dontknow. I'vebeenbusy all day. | only
24 had 15 hearings, you know.

25 Q. Didthat notice come today?
Page 57

15 (Pages 54 - 57)

Veritext Lega Solutions
800-336-4000



Case 21-30085-hdh11 Doc 468-2 Filed 04/03/21

Entered 04/03/21 02:48:03 Page 128 of

CONFIDENTIAL PURSUANTI#® PROPOSED PROTECTIVE ORDER

A. Yes, afew moments ago.

Q. Okay. Doyou haveitinfront of you, if you
could review it?

A. If | closeyour screen down, | might be able
to. Let melook. Let's see.

MR. CICILIANO: | amjust going to
object. Without the benefit, we're unable to assert
privilege over it, depending on what it says.

MR. WATSON: Y eah, we're not able to look
at it either. | haven't seenit.

MR. PRONSKE: Well, let'sask himif a
lawyer signed it.

THE WITNESS: Mr. Frazer, | mean, you
guysjust had him in his deposition. Y ou should have
asked him. He'sthe onethat sent it, | think. It has
gone out, but | have not seen it.
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1 members?
2 MR. WATSON: Objection, callsfor
3 speculation.
4 A Alll--
5 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) Okay.
6 A. Alllknow isnobody'stold me.
7 Q. Okay. Thearticlefurther says, quote,
8 Journey said that he had voted to support the committee
9 but no -- but had no idea the group's leadership and
10 legal advisors had planned to go into bankruptcy, closed
11 quote.
12 Areyou correctly quoted by the WFB with that
13 sentence?
14 A. | believe o, yes.
15 Q. Andisthat statement accurate?
16 MR. CICILIANO: | would just object to
17 the extent it callsfor you to rely on attorney/client
18 communications and direct you not to answer.
19 MR. WATSON: You can answer, Judge. You
20 can answer.
21 A. If you'resaying it was an accurate rendition
22 of the quote, | believe that's so.
23 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) No, it'sadifferent
24 question. Therewas two questions. There was that

25 question, whether it was the accurate rendition of the
Page 60

17 MR. CICILIANO: So Mr. Frazerisa
18 lawyer. | am going to direct him prophylactically not
19 to respond.
20 THE WITNESS: Thank you.
21 MR. WATSON: Yes. Judge, don't answer
22 that.
23 THE WITNESS: Okay.
24 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) You'rerefusing to answer
25 that question, Judge Journey?
Page 58
1 A. Thankyou. Yeah.
2 Q. Okay.
3 A. Allright.
4 Q. TheWFB article quotes Bill Brewer as saying,

5 quote, This plan -- meaning the filing of the

6 bankruptcy -- this plan was undertaken in full

7 compliance with NRA policy, closed quote.

8 Do you agree with Bill Brewer that the

9 bankruptcy filing wasin full compliance with NRA
10 policy?
11 MR. CICILIANO: And | would just object
12 to the extent it calls for you to rely upon
13 attorney/client privileged communications communicated
14 by the NRA.
15 MR. WATSON: And | would add to that that
16 it's speculative and callsfor alegal conclusion as
17 well.

18 But you can answer, Judge.
19 A. | don't agree with Mr. Brewer, no.
20 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) The article also says that

21 Brewer said, quote, The plan -- again, the bankruptcy

22 filing -- has been widely endorsed by NRA board members,
23 NRA members, elected officials and other key

24 stakeholders.

25 Isthat statement true as to NRA board
Page 59

1 quote, and then the second statement isis that

2 statement an accurate statement?

3 MR. CICILIANO: And same objection. |

4 direct you not to answer to the extent it requires you

5 to rely upon attorney/client communications and work

6 product.

7 MR. WATSON: Y ou can answer to the best

8 of your knowledge or your impression of it, Judge. With

9 that qualification, you can answer.
10 A. I'msorry. What wasit again?
11 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) The quote says, Journey said
12 he had voted to support the committee but had no idea
13 the group's leadership and legal advisors had planned to
14 gointo bankruptcy, closed quote.

15 And my question is, is that statement

16 accurate?

17 A. Yes.

18 Q. Thearticlegoesonto say that -- I'm sorry,

19 | don't need to ask that.

20 All right. The article goes on to quote you

21 again saying, quote, It certainly was a fraud

22 perpetrated on the Court. Journey said, quote, | told

23 them when | got on the board, look, I'm ajudge, I'm a
24 mandatory reporter. Whatever we do, we've got to be on

25 the up and up.
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1 The question is, isthat -- are you accurately

2 quoted by the WFB in that sentence?

3 A Yes

4 Q. Okay.

5 MR. PRONSKE: | can take abreak right
6 now if you want to -- thisis agood time.

7 MR. WATSON: Okay. Good. Go off the

8 record for five minutes. Do you need more time than
9 that, Judge?

10 THE WITNESS: No, I'm good.

11 MR. WATSON: Okay. Five minutes. Off

12 therecord.

13 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: Thetimeis5:15. We

14 are off the record.

15 (Break from 5:15 to 5:27 p.m.)

16 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: Thetimeis5:27.
17 We're back on the record.

18 MR. PRONSKE: Okay. For therecord, |

19 wanted to state that | believe that many of the

20 objections that have been made are improper. They're
21 improper speaking objections. The privilege objections
22 are beyond the pale as to not allowing witnesses to

1 advice of counsel. Thank you.
2 MR. PRONSKE: Soisthe position that you
3 al aretaking isthat anything that was discussed in
4 executive session is privileged by the attorney/client
5 privilege, every single thing that was said in that
6 session?
7 MR. CICILIANO: No, Gerrit. What | would
8 say isthe executive sessions by themselves are not
9 inherently privileged. However, if you do look at the
10 declaration of William Davis that was submitted, along
11 with the motion, isthat during the executive sessions
12 at issue, that's al that was discussed, were things
13 that were based on the advice of counsel. Soin this
14 instance, they would be privileged, but not in all
15 instances.
16 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) Judge Journey, do you
17 believe that Wayne LaPierre and/or other officers of the
18 NRA knew that they needed board approval to file
19 bankruptcy?
20 MR. CICILIANO: | would just object to
21 the extent it calls for you to disclose attorney/client
22 privilege and also just object to speculation.

23 answer questions like what subject matters of 23 MR. WATSON: Yeah, | object to
24 discussions were or basically anything that happened in 24 speculation.
25 executive session. It's way beyond what should be 25 But go ahead, you can answer, Judge.
Page 62 Page 64
1 objected to, and so we're going to reserve our rights to 1 A. I havenoidea--
2 come back after a discussion of the privilege issues 2 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) Do you helieve --
3 with the Court. 3 A. --what other people thought, you know.
4 So moving forward -- 4 Q. Doyou believe that Wayne LaPierre and/or

MR. CICILIANO: And | would, likewise,
place on the record that it's absurd to ask questions,
was thisword said, was that word said with counsel.
That's absurd as well, but go ahead.

MR. PRONSKE: | note your opinion.

Q. (BY MR. PRONSKE) Judge Journey, do you
believe that Wayne LaPierre and/or other officers of the
NRA deliberately failed to disclose material factsto
13 the board or the executive session regarding the
14 impending filing of bankruptcy of the NRA?

15 MR. CICILIANO: | would just object,
16 number one, calls for speculation, foundation.

17 | also direct you not to answer to the extent
18 that calsfor you to disclose what occurred at the
19 executive session asit was covered by the

20 attorney/client privilege.

21 MR. WATSON: Yeah, | am going to instruct
22 you not to answer to the extent of the executive
23 session, Judge.

24 THE WITNESS: All right.

25 A. | will haveto say | can't answer that on
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5 other officers of the NRA had a duty to disclose the
6 factsthat they intended to file bankruptcy to the

7 board?

8 MR. CICILIANO: | would just object,

9 callsfor legal conclusion.

10 MR. WATSON: Y eah, same here.

11 But you can answer, Judge.

12  A. |dobdievethey had aduty to advise the
13 board on that and so many other things.

14 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) Asof the date of the board
15 meeting, was the board of directors ignorant of the

16 plansof LaPierre and/or the officers -- other officers

17 tofile bankruptcy for the NRA?

18 MR. CICILIANO: | would just object to

19 the extent it calls for speculation. Further object to

20 the extent that it calls for you to reveal

21 attorney/client communications, as well as work product,
22 and would direct you not to answer on those grounds.

23 MR. WATSON: And | would carry on to say
24 that, you know, board membersiskind of broad, and it's

25 speculative to ask Judge Journey what the other board
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1 members thought.
2 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) Go ahead, Judge.
3 A. Okay. Okay. Somebody like gotin or got out,
4 and the tone from their jumping in and out of the
5 hearing kept me from hearing your question. Soif you
6 would please repeat it for me, I'm sure they can simply
7 just continue their objection.
8 Q. Okay. | amgoing to ask you first the
9 question, were you ignorant of the plans of LaPierre and
10 other officersto file a bankruptcy for the NRA as of
11 the date of the board meeting?
12 MR. CICILIANO: | would just object to
13 the extent it calls for attorney/client communications
14 and direct you not to answer.
15 MR. WATSON: Y ou can answer, Judge.
16  A. | appreciate your description other than
17 ignorant, but | had not been informed of any plans.
18 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) To your knowledge, Judge
19 Journey, would the answer to that question be the same
20 asto other board members?
21 MR. CICILIANO: | would just object it
22 callsfor speculation, aswell as | would direct you not
23 to answer to the extent it requires you to disclose
24 attorney/client communications of what happened in any

1 MR. CICILIANO: | would just object to
2 the extent that it causes you to revea attorney/client
3 communications.

4 MR. WATSON: Y ou can answer, Judge.
5 A. Theanswerisno.
6 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) Wereyou present for the

7 entire executive session?

8 A. Yes
9 MR. CICILIANO: Objection, vague.
10 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) Pardon me?
11 MR. CICILIANO: Vague was the objection.
12 A. Yes, | wasthere.
13 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) Paragraph 18 of your mation

14 to appoint an examiner says, quote, Also in direct

15 violation of the NRA's own bylaws, the board of

16 directors did not approve the formation of Sea Girt,

17 LLC, the new corporation created by the NRA to bootstrap
18 thefiling into this district and venue, closed quote.

19 Isthat a correct statement of fact?

20 MR. CICILIANO: | will just object to the

21 extent that it causes you to revea attorney/client

22 communications. The document speaks for itself.

23 And don't testify to what wastold to you by

24 counsel for the NRA. NRA isnot waiving that privilege.

25 executive board session with counsel. 25 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) You can answer.
Page 66 Page 68
1 MR. WATSON: And | object becauseit's 1 MR. CICILIANO: Subject to the objection.
2 speculdtive. 2 THE WITNESS: Thank you.
3 But you can answer, Judge, if you know. 3 A. Ithink the paragraph is accurate.
4  A. Youknow, the board operates with different 4 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) Okay. And what facts do yol
5 levels of access, and there are some that have access 5 base that paragraph on?
6 and some that do not. And I'm one that does not, and | 6 A. My personal ohservation.
7 have no ideawhat those that may have access might know. | 7 MR. CICILIANO: Once again, let me
8 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) Solet meask youthisway, | 8 interpose the objection that you're not to disclose

9 Judge. Areyou aware of any board member that had
10 knowledge of the plansto file bankruptcy as of the date
11 of the board meeting?
12 MR. CICILIANO: | would just object that
13 it callsfor speculation and, furthermore, to the extent
14 it reguires you to divulge attorney/client
15 communications or how that other board member learned

16 them.

17 MR. WATSON: Y ou can answer, Judge, if
18 you know.

19 A. Idonot know of any board member that was

20 aware of thefiling prior to the board meeting or prior

21 tothefiling.

22 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) Do you believe as a board
23 member, Judge Journey, that you authorized the filing of
24 abankruptcy proceeding of the NRA on the date of the

25 board meeting?
Page 67

communications between the NRA's counsel and the board
10 members, including those that occurred during the

11 executive session. Outside of that, you can answer.
12 MR. WATSON: Y ou can answer, Judge.
13 THE WITNESS: Thank you.

14 A. What wasit again?

15 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) It said -- do you want me to
16 read the quote again or the question?

17 A. Oh. On paragraph 18?

18 Q. Yesh

19 A. Thequestion regarding paragraph 18 was?
20 Q. Thequestion iswhat are the facts that you
21 base paragraph 18, that sentence on?

22 A. Oh. Likel said, my personal observation.
23 Q. Okay. Inparagraph 6 of your motion to
24 gppoint examiner, you said quote, Upon information and

25 belief, the NRA has engaged in actions that violate its
Page 69
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1 fiduciary duties under New Y ork law, closed quote.

2 Do you believe that to be a correct statement?

3 MR. CICILIANO: Objection, vague.

4 MR. WATSON: Y ou can answer, Judge.

5 A. Ithink that's based upon my review of the New

6 York AG's petition in August.

7 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) Okay. In paragraph 8 of

8 your motion you stated that, quote, The debtors have

9 improperly paid excessive compensation to current
10 management in base salaries, and perhaps more troubling,
11 viaaseries of excessive perks that were wholly for the
12 debtors insiders personal benefit, closed quote.
13 Isthat a-- do you believe that to be a
14 correct statement?

15 MR. CICILIANO: Objection, foundation.
16 MR. WATSON: Y ou can answer, Judge.
17  A. That paragraph is also based upon news reports

18 and the New Y ork Attorney General's petition along with
19 the petition by the District -- District of Columbias

20 Attorney General.

21 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) Alsoin paragraph 8 you say,
22 quote, The debtors' insiders received hidden

23 compensation for items via direct payment of purely

24 personal costs, closed quote.

25 Do you believe that to be a correct statement?
Page 70

1 A. Yes, based upon my review of those documents |
2 previously referenced.
3 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) Okay. And in paragraph 12
4 you say, The debtors -- quote, The debtors and Ackerman
5 engaged in a pass-through expense arrangement whereby
6 expenses would be paid by the debtor without written
7 approvals, receipts or supporting business purpose
8 documentation under the debtors' policies and not
9 disclosed to internal review by the debtors' internal

10 audit committee, closed quote.

11 Do you believe that to be a correct statement?
12 MR. CICILIANO: Objection, foundation.
13 MR. WATSON: Y ou can answer, Judge.

14 THE WITNESS: Thank you.

15 A. Yes. Onceagain, it's based upon my review of

16 the documents we have previously referenced.

17 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) Okay. Thank you.

18 And in paragraph 17 of your motion to appoint
19 examiner, you state, quote, New Y ork law, the NRA bylaws
20 and Robert's Rules of Order were routinely violated by
21 the NRA's management, closed quote.

22 Isthat a correct statement?

23 MR. CICILIANO: Objection, foundation,
24 cdllsfor alega conclusion.

25 MR. WATSON: Y ou can answer, Judge, to
Page 72

1 MR. CICILIANO: Objection, foundation.
2 MR. WATSON: Y ou can answer, Judge.
3 THE WITNESS: Thank you.
4 A. Yes Thatadsoisbased upon my review of
5 newsreports, attorney generals petitions from both New
6 York and Washington, D.C.
7 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) Okay. But you do believe
8 that to be a correct statement. Isthat right?
9 A. Based upon what wasin those petitions, | do
10 believethat is accurate, because it was apparent to me
11 from reviewing the New Y ork Attorney General's petition
12 that that was based upon depositions, documents produced
13 in discovery or interviews by the attorney general
14 steff.
15 Q. Okay. Andthenin paragraph 11 you say,
16 quote, Upon information and belief, the debtors engaged
17 inthe practice of passing expenses through Ackerman to
18 conceal personal expenses by the debtors' insiders. Do
19 you believe that -- closed quote.
20 Do you believe that to be a correct statement?
21 MR. CICILIANO: | would object. | would
22 object, lack of foundation. Go ahead.

23 MR. WATSON: Y ou can answer, Judge. Go
24 ahead.
25 THE WITNESS: Thank you.

Page 71

1 the extent of your impression or persona knowledge.
2 THE WITNESS: Thank you.
3 A. Yes | believe that's accurate based upon my
4 review and personal knowledge.
5 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) Andwhat in particular would
6 you have personal knowledge of asto those violations?
7 MR. CICILIANO: Objection to the extent
8 it callsfor you to disclose what occurred during board
9 meetings and/or executive board meetings where counsel
10 ispresent and legal advice was given.
11 MR. WATSON: Y ou can answer, Judge, to
12 the extent of your personal knowledge and the basis of
13 your personal knowledge.
14  A. Well, based upon my personal knowledge, from
15 thereview of those articles and the petitions and the
16 legal documents, | believe that that statement in
17 paragraph 17 isaccurate. My persona knowledge does
18 not go back very far, but based on my review of the
19 bylawsthat | have accessto, | do believe they exceeded
20 their authority.
21 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) Okay. | want to ask you a
22 few questions about the financial condition of the NRA
23 asaboard member. Isthe board regularly informed and
24 advised regarding the financial condition of the NRA?

25 MR. CICILIANO: Objection, vague -- or
Page 73
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1 form. Go ahead.

2 MR. WATSON: Y ou can answer, Judge.
3 THE WITNESS: Thank you.

4  A. | believethey are advised to the extent that
5 the CFO or others under their control produce

6 information or documents to the board.

7

9 the NRA has any financial problems?

10 MR. CICILIANO: Objection, callsfor
11 speculation, form.

18 tolaw school. So, you know, | can read afinancial

21 trying to impart into us.

22 | have to say that | have always felt that the

24 lacking in clarity and especially under Mr. Phillips
25 when | was on the board the first time. | have no

Q. (BY MR. PRONSKE) And Judge Journey, have you
8 seen anything in the past 12 months that shows you that

12 MR. WATSON: Y ou can answer, Judge.
13 THE WITNESS: Okay.
14  A. Youguys, | know you don't know me, but | got

15 my first degreein accounting, al right, before I went
16 tolaw school. And | said, oh, my God, thisis boring,
17 | am not doing this for the rest of my life and went on

19 statement. | can review abalance sheet or a cash flow
20 statement and have some comprehension of what it's

23 financia statements provided to the board have been

Page 74

1 Q. Wadll, let'stak about that. Do you have --
2 do you believe that the filing of bankruptcy by the NRA
3 was necessary for financial reasons?
4 MR. CICILIANO: Objection, callsfor
5 speculation, evades the attorney/client privilege.
6 Don't answer to the extent your knowledge
7 would come from communications with an attorney of the
8 NRA. Go ahead.
9 MR. WATSON: Y ou can answer, Judge, based
10 onyour understanding.
11  A. Youknow, what I've seen in the media by them
12 tells me that there was only one reason they filed the
13 Chapter 11 and wanted to come to Texas, and it's not
14 money.
15 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) Sol'msorry, | don't -- |
16 didn't quite hear you. Could you repeat that or --
17 A. Sure. | said based upon what, for example,
18 Wayne LaPierre and other spokespersons have said, it was
19 not afinancial problem that caused them to file the
20 bankruptcy in Texas.

21 Q. Okay.

22 A. That'spretty obvious.

23 Q. Why do you believe the NRA filed bankruptcy?
24 MR. CICILIANO: Objection. To the extent

25 that it callsfor attorney/client communications, |
Page 76

1 knowledge that NRA isin direfinancial straitsor
2 insolvent at thistime. All the representations |'ve
3 reviewed in the press and the documents handed out at
4 the board meetings tell me that the cash flow is sound,
5 the balance sheet is good and that we are not
6 underwater. And the New York Attorney Generd, if she's
7 successful, isgoing to put alot of money in her
8 pocket.
9 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) Is--thismorning -- let me
10 put it thisway to hopefully avoid ancther speaking
11 objection.
12 If Mr. Frazer testified this morning that the
13 financial condition of the NRA has never been as good as
14 it isnow, would you have any reason to dispute that?

15 MR. CICILIANO: Objection, form,

16 foundation.

17 A. Itsuresounds--

18 (Reporter clarification.)

19  A. Soundslike puffing to me.

20 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) Would you have any reason to
21 dispute that?

22 A. |donot have access to that information to
23 draw the conclusions you're asking.

24 Q. Okay.

25 A. ljust know what it smellslike.

Page 75

1 direct you not to answer.
2 MR. WATSON: Judge, you can answer to the
3 extent of your personal knowledge.
4  A. Thepressreports, the pressreleases by NRA,
5 the statements of officers and spokespersons clearly say
6 that there was one reason, and that's because they want
7 more sun than they could get in New York. No, I'm
8 kidding. But that they want to get away from the New
9 York AG.
10 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) Judge Journey, would you be
11 surprised to learn that John Frazer, the general counsel
12 of the NRA, was not aware that bankruptcy was going to
13 befiled until after the filing?
14 MR. CICILIANO: Objection, foundation,
15 form, callsfor speculation.
16 A. That does not surprise me.
17 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) Do you believethat he
18 should have been informed as general counsel asto a
19 significant legal proceeding such asthefiling of a
20 Chapter 11?
21 MR. CICILIANO: Objection, form, calls
22 for speculation, callsfor legal conclusion.

23 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) You can answer.
24 MR. WATSON: Y ou can answer, Judge.
25 A. |thinkit would have been niceto tell the
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1 genera counsel what they're planning, just like | think 1 meeting isto provide briefing to the board regarding
2 it would have been niceto tell the board. 2 the NRA'sreorganization plan and the legal matters
3 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) Wouldyou -- 3 overseen by the special litigation committee and to take
4 MR. CICILIANO: | would moveto strike to 4 necessary action related to those -- directly related to
5 the extent that that discloses attorney/client 5 those matters, closed quote.
6 communications. Go ahead. 6 Isthat a quote that you gave to the WFB, or
7 THE WITNESS: Thank you. 7 wasit from some other source?
8 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) Would you be surprised to 8 A. That wasaquote from the email that announced
9 learn that Craig Spray, the treasurer of the NRA, was 9 the meeting.
10 not aware that bankruptcy was going to be filed until 10 Q. Okay. Anddidyou send that email to the WFB?
11 after thefiling? 11 A. |think healready had it.
12 MR. CICILIANO: | would object, 12 Q. Okay. Do you know what the terms "to take any
13 foundation, speculation. 13 necessary action related to those matters' means?
14 Counsel, | hope you have abasis for asserting 14 MR. CICILIANO: Objection, callsfor
15 that. Go ahead. 15 speculation.
16 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) You cananswer. 16 To the extent that you learned that from an
17 MR. PRONSKE: And | do have abasis. 17 attorney/client communication from the NRA's counsel, |
18 A. No, I'mnot surprised. 18 would direct you not to answer.
19 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) Andwhy areyou saying that| 19 MR. PRONSKE: It doesn't call for
20 you're not surprised? 20 speculation. I'm asking him if he knows what that
21 MR. CICILIANO: Objection to the extent 21 means.
22 that it calls for you to reveal attorney/client 22 A. |think it meanslike anything else they want
23 communications, including those that occurred at board 23 todo. | don't know.
24 meetings or executive board meetings, | would directyou |24 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) Okay. Have you been
25 not to answer. Outside of that, you may go ahead. 25 threatened by anyone about your earlier -- or your
Page 78 Page 80
1 MR. WATSON: You can answer basedonyour | 1 filing of your motion to appoint examiner or the
2 persona knowledge, Judge, and what you observed. 2 contents of the WFB article?
3 THE WITNESS: Thank you. 3 A. Il don'tknow if you could quite call them as
4  A. It'sclear from my observation of the 4 threats rather than advice, but there have been some
5 operation and -- that there are, as | explained before, 5 statements made by others.
6 kind of broaching on it, that there are circles within 6 Q. Haveyou been given advice regarding those
7 circles, and the closer circles are more informed than 7 issues?
8 thosein the outer reaches. And I'm sure now I'm going 8 A. Yes
9 to be out there by Pluto somewhere so -- after filing my 9 Q. Andwho didyou get that advice from?
10 motion. You know, | may be, | don't know, outside the 10 A. Law enforcement.
11 solar system. Well see how the 28th goes. 11 Q. Andwhat advice was given to you by law
12 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) Haveyou had any 12 enforcement?
13 conversations since the filing of the bankruptcy with 13 A. Keepmy head on aswivel. Don't getinan
14 Mr. Cotton, Mr. Lee, Mr. LaPierre or Ms. Meadows? 14 elevator aone.
15 A. No. They'renot calling me. 15 Q. Whenyou testified earlier regarding closer
16 Q. Wereyou aware that there was a board meeting 16 circles, who isin these closer circles?
17 set for March 14th and -- of this year and got called 17  A. You'regoing to have to ask somebody that
18 off? 18 makesthecircles. | don't know.
19 A. Yes 19 Q. Youdon't know who'sin the closer circles?
20 Q. Do you know why the meeting got called off? 20 A. I havenoidea | would presumeit changes
21  A. They said someone's been exposed to COVID. 21 periodically also.
22 MR. CICILIANO: Go ahead. 22 Q. Areyou awarethat the Brewer firm was paid
23 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) The WFB articlesaysthat | 23 $17 million in the 90 days prior to bankruptcy?
24 thisto be held board meeting -- or regarding this to be 24 A. Yes. | saw thefiling.
25 held board meeting that, quote, The sole purpose of the 25 Q. Doyou know what that's for?
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1 A. No, | donot.

2 Q. Doyou know whether that amount was paid for

3 servicesincurred during that period, or are those for

4 servicesthat are older or past due invoices?

5 MR. CICILIANO: Objection to form.

6 A. No, I donot.

7 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) Isthe board given

8 information regarding Brewer's fees?

9 MR. CICILIANO: Objection to the extent
10 it callsfor you to divulge attorney/client
11 communications.
12 A. I mean, | don't know how far he wants me to go
13 back. | mean, it was the controversy at Indianapalis,
14 and | wasthere at that meeting 2019.
15 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) And what was that
16 controversy?
17 A. Ithinkit's pretty clearly represented in the
18 press, but essentially from what | read and what | saw
19 at that meeting, it became apparent that there was
20 struggle politicaly between Mr. North and Mr. LaPierre.
21 | mean, | wasthere in the members meeting. | attended
22 the board meeting following the members meeting in 2019
23 inIndianapolis. That'swhat spurred meto try to get
24 back on the board.

1 discussion about the amount of feesis not
2 attorney/client privileged. So it soundslike you're
3 taking the position that anything that's discussed in an
4 executive session of the board is attorney/client
5 privileged. Isthat right?
6 MR. CICILIANQO: That's certainly not the
7 case. Your question was broad enough to encompass even
8 what's contained in those fees. And so if the question
9 was did you discuss and they discussed the actual
10 content of the billing statements, that would be
11 privileged, that content. The amount of the fees
12 necessarily wouldn't be. But it's a mixed bag of
13 privilege and nonprivilege, and | am telling him to be
14 careful.
15 MR. PRONSKE: | specifically said of the
16 amount of the fees, and | specifically did not say was
17 contained in the billing statement. So let me reask the
18 question and please listen.
19 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) Andthequestionis: Has
20 there ever been a discussion in a board meeting when you
21 were present as to the amount of Brewer'sfees? And |
22 am going to ask that first.
23 A. No.
24 Q. Hasthere ever been adiscussion by the board

25 Q. Doyou believe as aboard member that the 25 of oversight of the Brewer fees and -- of the Brewer
Page 82 Page 84

1 amount of the Brewer feesin the last couple of years 1 fees?
2 have been reasonable? 2 A. |--okay.
3 MR. CICILIANO: Objection, foundation, 3 MR. CICILIANO: And | would generaly
4 callsfor speculation. 4 object to the attorney/client privilege to the extent
5 MR. WATSON: Y ou can answer, Judge, on 5 that they are discussing the oversight of the fees.
6 your persona knowledge. 6 It'sayesor no question. Y ou can answer yes
7 THE WITNESS: Yeah. 7 or no, but that'sit.
8 A. Again, without seeing the billings, I'm not 8 MR. WATSON: Y ou can answer, Judge.
9 surewhat he'sdoing. It's hard to imagine. But even 9 THE WITNESS: Thank you.

10 on the Internet -- what he has on the web page, his rate 10 A. No.

11 is 1,400 bucks an hour. That's still an awful lot of 11 MR. PRONSKE: Okay. I think | am close

12 hours. So, you know, | don't know.

13 Q. (BY MR.PRONSKE) Do you -- hasthere ever
14 been any discussion by the board that you've been a part
15 of asto either the amount of those fees or the

16 oversight or lack of oversight of those fees?

17 MR. CICILIANO: | would just object to

18 the extent that it calls for you to disclose anything in
19 one of the executive sessionsin which you were

20 discussing with counsel, including meeting with the
21 committee, specia litigation committee. | direct you
22 not to answer.

23 MR. PRONSKE: Mr. Ciciliano, are you

24 taking the position that everything that happensin an

25 executive session is privileged? Because certainly a
Page 83

12 to being out of time, so | am going to pass the witness;
13 but again, | reserve my rightsto recall the witness

14 after discussion of the privilege issues with the Court.
15 MR. WATSON: That'sfine, Gerrit. And

16 you know, welll go there.

17 How much timeisleft on the New York AG side,
18 Julie.

19 THE REPORTER: They've got 29 minutes.
20 MR. WATSON: Okay. Brian, you mentioned

21 that you have afew questions for Judge Journey.

22 MR. MASON: | do. Do you want to keep
23 going?

24 MR. WATSON: Yesh.

25 MR. MASON: Or Judge, do you need a
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1 break? 1 MR. MASON: | was asking for his personal
2 MR. WATSON: Areyou okay, Judge? 2 opinion.

3 THE WITNESS: I'm good. 3 MR. CICILIANO: Even asto personal

4 MR. WATSON: Why don't you go ahead and 4 opinion, you're asking him to reveal the content of the
5 finish, Brian. 5 communications because of what he feels was lacking.
6 MR. MASON: Okay. 6 MR. WATSON: Judge, | am going to

7 EXAMINATION 7 instruct you not to answer.

8 BY MR. MASON: 8 THE WITNESS: Okay. | don't why he can't

9 Q. JudgeJourney, good evening. My nameis Brian 9 just read the motion.
10 Mason. | represent Ackerman McQueen. And | appreciate| 10 Q. (BY MR. MASON) | want to be clear. During

11 you sitting and visiting with us tonight. 11 thefirst executive session motion -- | mean, I'm
12 A. Tell Revanl said hello. 12 sorry -- the first executive session regarding
13 Q. lwill doit. 13 Mr. LaPierre's employment agreement, it was Wit Davis,
14 A few questions for you. Going back to the 14 John Frazer and then somebody from the Brewer firm. Is
15 January 7th board meeting, what specifically was voted 15 that your recollection?
16 on with respect to those two executive sessions? 16 A. | remember Mr. Brewer being present
17 MR. CICILIANO: Objection to the extent 17 personaly.
18 it callsfor attorney/client communications and 18 Q. Okay. Were copiesof Mr. LaPierre's
19 privilege. 19 employment agreement passed out to board members during
20 To the extent that it's reflected in the 20 that executive session?
21 general minutes, you can testify to that. 21 A. No.
22 MR. WATSON: Yeah, Judge. | mean, you 22 MR. CICILIANO: Objection, asked and
23 can testify to what you remember, so long asit's not 23 asked.
24 privileged or confidential. 24 A. | answeredthat. No, it wasn't.
25 A. | havenot had achance to read those minutes. 25 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Without going into what was
Page 86 Page 88
1 They just arrived yesterday for me from the January 7th 1 said specifically, were there any questions relating to
2 meeting, but the only two questions were those we've 2 Mr. LaPierre's employment agreement that were asked?
3 been talking about all afternoon, and that's Wayne 3 A. Yes
4 LaPierre's employment contract and the empowerment of 4 Q. Who asked those questions?
5 the specid litigation committee. 5 MR. CICILIANO: | would direct you not to
6 Q. (BY MR.MASON) When voting on somethingasa 6 answer pursuant to the attorney/client privilege.
7 board member, isit important to know what you're voting 7 MR. MASON: That's not a proper
8 on? 8 instruction.
9 A. Of course. 9 A. Ithinkif you review the minutes, it's quite
10 MR. CICILIANO: Objection, vague. 10 clear that there became a question during that
11 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Do you rely on the people 11 conversation regarding the question of the law that
12 presenting you with information when you're voting to 12 would control the contract.
13 provide complete and accurate information in order to 13 Q. (BY MR.MASON) So wasthere just one question
14 exercise your vote as a board member? 14 that was asked relating to Mr. LaPierre's employment
15 A. | believethat what Reagan said was true, that 15 agreement?
16 | trust but verify. | do my best to try to verify 16 MR. CICILIANO: Objection, callsfor
17 things or questions that have to come up before me, just 17 attorney/client communication.
18 likel try to do it here where I'm sitting right now. 18 Now | am directing you not to answer.
19 Q. Inthe executive session board meetings on 19 MR. MASON: | am not asking about the
20 January 7, do you believe that there was information 20 subject of the question.
21 that was intentionally withheld from the board? 21 MR. CICILIANO: You are asking about the
22 MR. CICILIANO: | am going to object and 22 subject. You're saying isthat the only question that
23 direct you not to answer to the extent -- or not to 23 was asked. It's absolutely asking about the subject.
24 answer asit would reveal attorney/client 24 I'm directing him not to answer.
25 communications. 25 THE WITNESS: Thank you.
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1 MR. WATSON: Judge, don't answer. 1 the state senate.
2 THE WITNESS: Okay. 2 When | went to the board meeting in October, |
3 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Mr. -- 1 mean, Judge Journey, | 3 was aghast because the board meeting ran like a consent
4 about how long -- well, let me back up. 4 agenda. So they would say --
5 Y ou said that there was -- 5 MR. CICILIANO: And Judge, | would just
6 MR. ACOSTA: I'msorry. I'm sorry. 6 warn you not to disclose what was said in the executive
7 Someoneis-- we're getting feedback from someone. 7 sessions, but go ahead beyond that.
8 MR. ACOSTA: 202-437-5091, you're not 8 MR. WATSON: And Judge -- well, hold on.
9 muted. 9 Judge, you can answer asto what you observed that
10 THE WITNESS: Washington, D.C. 10 wasn't in executive session. So you can continue.
11 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Earlier inthe deposition, if 11 THE WITNESS: Sure.
12 | understood your testimony, you made a comment that the | 12 A. Y ou know, and when they would bring an action
13 NRA reorganizes al the time and has various committees. | 13 item up, whether it was a modification of the bylaws --
14 Did | recall that correctly? 14 | am not talking about in the executive session, but
15 A. Yes. 15 everything on the agenda that day in Tucson was a
16 Q. Canyou describethat for usalittle bit 16 consent agenda. They would say, hereisyour action
17 more? 17 item, unanimous acclamation, are there any objections?
18 A. Wadll, from time to time, questions come up, 18 And | had not had the opportunity to be in the board
19 new shooting disciplines are being popular. One of the 19 meetings, mostly because they do alot in executive
20 many things that NRA does, that don't seem to make the 20 sessionswhen | wasn't on the board; and when | got
21 news, iswe run the national matches. There are from 21 inside, | was astounded. So they don't have committee
22 time to time controversy in those competitions. It 22 meetings. They haven't had committee meetings for two
23 requires rule changes. Sometimes you have to create a 23 board meetings. So how can they inform the finance
24 select committee or a special committee to just look at 24 committee about the finances when it doesn't meet? How
25 that one little question and kind of get the information 25 could they inform legidlative policy about what they're
Page 90 Page 92
1 from all the competitors and try to figure out what the 1 doing if it doesn't meet? Y ou know, we've had two board
2 right answer is. Sometimes there are tasks or special 2 meetings and no committees. | finally got my committee
3 projectsthat a committee is created to oversee or work 3 assignments a few weeks ago, and that was after the
4 out the task for the staff to go implement. Y ou know, 4 January 7th meeting. So there are no committee meetings
5 it'salarge organization that has a myriad of tasksto 5 planned for this special emergency meeting they're going
6 complete, and it certainly required something more 6 to havein, what, ten days, you know. But, of course,
7 flexible than afixed commissioner. 7 thisway at least | get to go down to Dallas and only
8 Q. Youtestified earlier, if | understand your 8 make onetrip for aweek while we're there on our trial.
9 testimony, that you believe that Mr. LaPierre had a duty 9 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Asidefrom the bankruptcy, do
10 to advise the board of the bankruptcy, and then | 10 you have concerns about the NRA's disclosure to the
11 believe you said and so many other things. Assuming | 11 board the last two years?
12 understood your testimony correctly, could you tell us 12 MR. CICILIANO: | would just object to
13 about what those other things are? 13 the extent it calls for you to disclose what's occurred
14 MR. CICILIANO: 1 will just object to the 14 in the executive committee meetings that would be
15 extent that it calls for attorney/client communications. 15 subject to privilege and direct you not to answer that.
16 MR. WATSON: Y ou can answer, Judge. You 16 MR. WATSON: Y ou can answer, Judge, to
17 can answer. 17 the extent of your personal knowledge.
18 THE WITNESS: All right. 18 THE WITNESS: Thank you.
19  A. Look, when | wason the board 25 years ago, | 19 MR. WATSON: Solongasit'snotin
20 believe it operated properly. Our board meetings 20 executive session.
21 25 years ago were four days long. We would have two 21 A. Yeah, | went back and looked in my files from
22 days of committee action and two days of board action 22 25years ago, and | saw the board packets they would
23 based upon a committee request. It ran just like the 23 send me then and they would be about 4 inches. And they
24 legisature. And that'swherel initially learned 24 would send it to me about three weeks ahead of the
25 legidative procedure, and | used it every day | wasin 25 meeting so | had time to read everything. Now when | go
Page 91 Page 93
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1 to the board meeting, it's sitting on the desk. And you
2 can't get into the room until just before the meeting,
3 soyou'vegot notimeto read it. | mean, who knows
4 what they're giving me, you know, but | don't have time
5 toreview it to figure out what the questions are, let
6 aonewhat the answers should be.
7 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Areyou aware of other board
8 membersthat share your same concerns?
9 A Yes
10 Q.
11 that share these same concerns?
12 MR. WATSON: Objection, speculation.
13 Objection, that's speculative.
14 THE WITNESS: | appreciate that.
15 A. Oneof thefirst persons| called was aformer
16 general counsel that | knew that had been general
17 counsel of NRA from 1977 to, | don't know, 2014 or so.
18 And | gave him acall, and he taught me a new word,

Isit asignificant number of board members

19 supine. The board issupine.

20 Q. (BY MR.MASON) You have mentioned afew times
21 during the deposition the upcoming March 28 board

22 mesting. Isit your understanding that the NRA will ask

23 the board to ratify the bankruptcy on March 28?

1 A. |think Judge Haleis going to answer that
2 question, not me. Well see.
3 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Would --

4 A l--
5 Q. I'msorry, go ahead, Judge.
6 A. |--youknow, | have my own personal opinion,

7 but | think another judge is probably going to give a

8 much sounder onethan I.

9 Q. Canyou please share your personal opinion
10 with us?
11 MR. CICILIANO: | would just object to
12 itsrelevance and speculation, foundation.
13 Go ahead if you have one.
14 MR. WATSON: Y ou can answer, Judge, to
15 the extent of your opinion.
16  A. [think -- I think that the officersand
17 counsel have a duty to disclose to the board things like
18 filing abankruptcy. | think it's the board's decision.
19 Q. (BY MR.MASON) And they did not uphold their
20 duty in this particular instance, did they?
21 MR. CICILIANO: | would just object
22 pursuant to the attorney/client privilege and direct you
23 not to respond.

24 MR. WATSON: Objection, speculation. 24 A. Oh, my God, how many timesdo | have to answer
25 MR. CICILIANO: And | would further 25 that?
Page 94 Page 96
1 object to the extent you acquired that knowledge through 1 MR. WATSON: Objection, that's been asked

2 attorneys or counsel for the NRA.
3 A. I'mnot surewhat they're going to ask us.
4 Redly, I'm not.
5 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Let meask you thisthen. Do
6 you believe that it's good corporate governance for the
7 NRA to try to have the NRA board ratify the bankruptcy
8 filing after it was already filed?
9 MR. WATSON: | would object to that
10 becauseit callsfor alegal conclusion andis
11 speculative.
12 MR. CICILIANO: Join.
13  A. I gotnoideawhat they're going to do. All I
14 know iswhat they said.
15 Q. (BY MR.MASON) You mentioned earlier that
16 your personal view -- or your personal review of the
17 statutes and the case law, you came to the conclusion
18 that the board was required to authorize the NRA's
19 bankruptcy filing. Do you believe that a bankruptcy can
20 befiled in good faith if it was not authorized?
21 MR. CICILIANO: Objection, calsfor a
22 legal conclusion. The witnessisn't an expert.

23 MR. WATSON: Objection also becauseit's
24 speculative.
25 But go ahead, Judge.

Page 95

2 and answered. | think he's answered that, Brian.
3 Q. (BY MR.MASON) With respect to the NRA's
bankruptcy filing, do you feel like you were deceived?
5 MR. WATSON: Same objection. | think
6 he's answered that as well.
7 MR. CICILIANO: And | would just object
8 to the extent he relies on attorney/client privilege.
9 A. Ithinkjustasl told the Free Beacon editor
10 reporter, that | believe it was an omission that was
11 intentional and that they breached that duty to inform
12 the board. | mean, you know, what's 1.03 in the Texas
13 code? Communication by attorneys.
14 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Have you spoken with other
15 board members since January 15 that share your same

N

16 concerns?
17 MR. CICILIANO: | would just object to
18 the extent that it calls for you to disclose

19
20
21
22 MR. WATSON: Y ou can answer, Judge, to
23 the extent of the substance of those conversations that
24 aren't reflected by any attorney/client communication.
25 A. | reached out to several that | believed |

attorney/client communications.
I would direct you not to answer to that
extent.
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1 could have a candid conversation with.

7 the extent that they call you to call upon

9 through attorney/client privilege.
10

13 case has been filed.

14 MR. CICILIANO: That doesn't involve
15 attorney/client communications.

16 THE WITNESS: Thank you.

17
18 record that have been filed in the case are --

19 MR. CICILIANO: Agreed, Jermaine.

20 MR. WATSON: You can answer to that
21 extent, Judge.

22 A. I'veread alot of the firm'swork, reading

23 all of these other cases and their filingsin them, and
24 | didn't think they were very well done. | thought it

2 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Do you have concerns about the
3 Brewer firm's representation of the NRA?

4 A, Yes

5 Q. What are those concerns?

6 MR. CICILIANO: | would just object to

8 attorney/client communications or things you learned

MR. WATSON: Judge, you can learn -- you
11 can answer the question to the extent of your personal
12 knowledge and that you've become aware of since this

MR. WATSON: Well, things that are on the

25 was more sophistry than substance, what I've read in the

Page 98

1
2
3
4
5

everyone here, | am going to try to make a quick push
and only have this be the last break.

MR. WATSON: Okay. Soundsgood. Five
minutes?

THE WITNESS: Okay.

MR. CICILIANO: Let'smakeit 10so | can
use the restroom.

MR. WATSON: Okay, 10.

9 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: Thetimeis6:13. We

10 are off the record.
11 (Break from 6:13 p.m. to 6:27 p.m.)
12 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: Thetimeis6:27 p.m.
13 We're back on the record.
14 EXAMINATION
15 BY MR. CICILIANO:
16 Q. Judge, as| introduced myself earlier, I'm
17 Dylan Ciciliano. | represent the debtorsin this case.
18 | don't think I've had the pleasure to speak to you
19 before, and | do say it's been an interesting honor to
20 beableto tell ajudge to stop talking at times.
21 Usualy it'sthe other way around, so --
22  A. That'sthetruth.
23 Q. Sowherewe start out, | believe towards the
24 end of the questioning you mentioned, in response to

25 Ackerman McQueen's counsel, that you were concerned wit]
Page 100

0 N O

2 co-counsel.
3 Q. (BY MR.MASON) Areyou aware of other
4 members sharing those same concerns?

10 fit to lead the NRA?

11 MR. CICILIANO: Objection to form.

12 MR. WATSON: Y ou can answer, Judge, t
13 the extent your opinion or your personal knowledge.
14
15 time, and he'sin such ahole, | don't see how he gets
16 out.

17 MR. MASON: Thank you, Judge Journey.
18 appreciate the time.

1 dozens of pleadings that I've read by Brewer and his

board

5 A. Idon'tthink as sophisticated, but yes.

6 Q. Doyou believethat Mr. LaPierreis currently
7 fit to lead the NRA?

8 A. What?

9 Q. Doyoubelievethat Mr. LaPierreis currently

(o]

A. You know, I've known Wayne for along, long

19 MR. WATSON: Did you pass the witness,

20 Brian?

21 MR. MASON: Yeah, I'll passthe witness.

22 MR. WATSON: Dylan, do you want to take a
23 break so | can check on my client, and then we can

24 finish up?

25 MR. CICILIANO: Absolutely. And just for

Page 99

1 some of the things that Brewer and his co-counsel had
2 filed. Isthat co-counsel in reference to Garman Turner
3 & Gordon, my firm?
4 A. No. No. No. | mean, I'm talking about the
5 filings| read in the New York AG's case. Some of the
6 Ack-Mac litigation in Virginiaand Dallas. Thefilings
7 in-- oh, what wasit? Theinsurance casein New Y ork.
8 | wastrying to follow that as closely as | could.
9 Q. Andyou werereviewing those filings just to

10 get a sense of what was going on as a board member?

11  A. Yes
12 Q. Andwhen wasthat done?
13 A. | started -- actualy, | started monitoring --

14 trying to monitor those things about three years ago
15 and, you know, did my best to try to follow them.

16 Q. And that's because they dealt with your

17 beloved organization, the NRA. Isthat right?

18 A. What?

19 Q. Andthat's because -- you were reviewing them
20 for the past three years because you care about the NRA;
21 you wanted to know what was going on?

22  A. Yes

23 Q. Okay. AndI believein thisaction -- let

24 me-- let me goin alittle reverse order before | ask

25 you some specific questions, but go back through what
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1 counsel asked you.
2 Earlier -- | don't know if you recall -- you
3 were asked about several paragraphsin your motion to
4 appoint the examiner in which you recited that you had
5 some concerns with the governance, as well as things
6 that have happened at the NRA. Do you recall that?
7 A. Yes
8 Q. AndI objected to foundation, and | think you
9 said, well, | have learned alot of this stuff from
10 reading the New Y ork AG's complaint. Do you recall
11 that?
12 A. Yes
13 Q. Andyou aso are aware that the New York AG
14 claimsthat Ackerman McQueen has also taken actions that
15 were untoward. Isn't that right?
16 A. Yes
17 Q. Andisit becausethe New York AG saysit that
18 you believeit to be true?
19 A. No.
20 Q. Andinfact, you believe the New York AG has
21 an ulterior motive. Isn't that right?
22 A. | do believe she hasamotive, yes.
23 Q. Andwhat --
24  A. Shesaid so when she was campaigning for

25 Attorney General.
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1
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leading the witness with almost every question.

MR. MASON: Yeah. Areyou treating the
witness as adverse, Dylan?

MR. CICILIANO: It'scrossing him, and
it'sat his deposition.

MR. MASON: Okay. So he'san adverse
witness, okay.

MR. CICILIANO: | didn't say hewas an
adverse witness.

MR. MASON: You'retreating him like one.

MR. CICILIANO: Y ou can object to form,
if you want, Brian.

THE WITNESS: | lovethis. Keep going,
guys. Come on, I'm really enjoying this.

MR. PRONSKE: Judge, | think we need you
to rule on some of these evidence objections.

THE WITNESS: | would be happy to, but |
don't think that's my prerogative at thistime. | might
be alittle biased, too, so --

Q. (BY MR.CICILIANO) Do you believe the
dissolution is afinancial issue?

A. | think dissolution would be atragedy.

Q. Right. And | believein the testimony you
said that you believe the New Y ork Attorney General

wanted to put the money in her pocket?
Page 104

Q. Right. And when she was campaigning, she said
the NRA isakin to aterrorist organization. Isn't that
correct?

A. Among other things, yes.

Q. Andyou don't believe any of that to be true?

A. No.

Q. Okay. Andyou believein the mission of the
NRA; isn't that right?

A. Yes

Q. And that's why you've opposed the dismissal of
the bankruptcy. Right?

A. That'swhy what?

13 Q. You'veopposed the dismissal of the

14 bankruptcy?

15 A. Yes

16 Q. Andyou've opposed the imposition of a

17 trustee. Correct?

18  A. Atthispoint, yes.

19 Q. Andyou certainly don't support the New Y ork
20 AG'seffortsto dissolvethe NRA. Right?

21 A. That'scorrect.

22 Q. Andyou, infact, believe that the dissolution
23 of the NRA would pose afinancia issue for the NRA.
24 |sn't that right?

25 MR. PRONSKE: Object to theform. You're
Page 103
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A. Wadll, it's pretty obvious from the New Y ork
corporate code that if the dissolution is granted by the
New Y ork courts, that she gets to keep the change and
then she can give it to any similar organization she
wants. And | mean, you know, Handgun Control does have
"gun" in thetitle.

Q. |'would -- | would dare to say that I've said
about the exact same statement. So to the point,
though, is you don't want it to occur. Isthat correct?

A. I'msorry. What?

Q. Youdon't want that to occur. Isthat right?

A. No, | do not.

Q. Now earlier in response to Mr. Mason, you said
tell Revan | said hello. Do you recall that?

A. Yes

Q. WhoisRevan.

A. RevanisAngussson. Angus McQueen, Ackerman
McQueen.

MR. MASON: Just for the record, it's
Revan."

THE WITNESS: Thank you so much. |
appreciatethat. | do. "Revan,”" okay.

Q. (BY MR. CICILIANO) And do you know Revan?

A. No, | have not have the pleasure to meet him.

Q. Okay. Sowhy did you say tell him hello?
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1 A. Becausel liked hisfather alot. 1 Q. Now you started a GoFundMe related to the NRA.
2 Q. Andsoyouknew hisfather? 2 |Isn't that correct?
3 A Yes 3 A Yes
4 Q. Anddid you have dealings with his father? 4 Q. Andwhatisthat GoFundMe called?
5 A. | had conversations with him, but I'm never 5 A. Restore NRA.
6 the onethat wasin the deal, no. 6 Q. Isanyoneelseinvolved in the formation of
7 Q. Whenwasthe last time you had a conversation 7 that GoFundMe?
8 with any of the McQueens? 8 A. Waell, I had professionals help me, yes. I've
9 A. Oh, 25yearsago, athough | did see Tony 9 been kind of busy.

10 Macerich at the Tulsa Gun Show with Wayne. Golly, that | 10 Q. Whenyou say "professionals,” IT

11 wasten years ago, 12, something like that. 11 professionals?

12 Q. Soout of thelast ten years, you haven't seen 12 A. Political ones--

13 anyone from -- either Angus McQueen or Revan McQueen? 13 Q. And who are those --

14  A. Except perhaps at the NRA's annua meetings 14  A. --who I've dealt with for decadesin a

15 that | would attend. That might be the only place. | 15 hundred campaigns |'ve worked on.

16 just don't remember. 16 Q. Andwho arethose professionals?

17 Q. And sincethe litigation with the bankruptcy, 17 A. Singularis Group.

18 have you seen or -- thelitigation with Ackerman McQueen | 18 Q. Anyone specifically at Singularis Group?
19 or this bankruptcy, have you seen or spoken with Angus 19 A. Everybody that worksthere, | guess. Mr. Van

20 or Revan? 20 Meteren. You know, | know them all. 1've known them
21 A. No. Angus has passed, and no, | have not 21 al for along time. They're NRA members, and they
22 been ableto -- | have not spoken with any of them. 22 wanted to help.
23 Q. Haveyou attempted to get into contact with 23 Q. Outside of the Singularis Group, was anyone
24 them? 24 elseinvolved in the formation of Restore The NRA?
25 A. No. 25 A. No.
Page 106 Page 108

1 Q. Doyou doubt the alegations that the New Y ork 1 Q. Andwhat'sthe purpose of the GoFundMe?

2 Attorney General made about Ackerman McQueen in its 2 A. Tokeep mefrom having to give Jermaine my

3 complaint? 3 cell tower.

4 A, Wadl, as| said before, that it was apparent 4 Q. Isyour retirement plan based on the cell

5 to me from reading the petition on August 5th filed by 5 phone tower?

6 the New York Attorney General that that petition was 6  A. No, thecell tower ismy play money. You

7 based upon discovery that had already been completed, 7 know, the cell tower ismy play money. | have aready

8 documents produced, testimony provided at depositionsor | 8 invested in like three retirements, so --

9 interviews by the attorney general staff. | mean, they 9 Q. Soif I understand you, the Restore The NRA
10 interviewed a hundred past board members. 10 GoFundMeis being used to pay legal counsel in this
11 Q. Allright. And-- but you don't have persona 11 action?

12 knowledge of any of what occurred there. |Isthat 12 A. Yes
13 correct? 13 Q. Isanyoneelse, other than you personally or
14  A. That'scorrect. 14 the GoFundMe, contributing to the payment of legal
15 Q. AndlI believe you mentioned the October 2020 15 counsel?
16 board meeting, and you said it was something morelikea |16 A. Yes.
17 consent agenda. Do you recall that? 17 Q. Andwhoisthat?
18 A. Yes 18  A. Youknow, theresalot of people. | mean, |
19 Q. Andyou said the board asked if anyone had any 19 don't know. | don't have that spreadsheet in front of
20 objections. Do you recall? 20 me. It's probably over a hundred contributors.
21 A. Yes 21 MR. WATSON: Object to the extent that
22 Q. Now you could have objected. Right? 22 you're going to speculate, Judge.
23 A. Certainly. 23 THE WITNESS: Yeah.
24 Q. Didyou object? 24 MR. WATSON: If you don't know, you don't
25 A. No. 25 know.
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1 A. Yeah, | don'tknow. Yeah, | don't haveitin
2 front of me.
3 Q. (BY MR.CICILIANO) Do they only contribute to
4 you through the GoFundMe, or do they contribute to you
5 through other means?
6 A. No, they would like mail me checks made
7 payabletothelaw firm.
8 Q. And how did you reach out to those people to
9 solicit funds?
10 A. Byevery means| could find.
11 MR. WATSON: Y ou know what? | am going
12 to object to this scope of questioning because it's
13 outside of Gerrit's direct.
14 THE WITNESS: Yeah.
15 MR. WATSON: | don't really -- thisisn't
16 one of the topics that we agreed to.
17 MR. CICILIANO: Certainly, it does go to
18 bias. It also goesto any of his motives here.
19 MR. WATSON: Well, | mean you guys didn't
20 notice the deposition either, right?
21 MR. CICILIANO: It's not a30(b)(6)
22 deposition. It's a percipient deposition, which
23 means --
24 MR. WATSON: That'strue, but it's

25 outside the scope. If it's purely cross --
Page 110

1 A. Letmethink. | would realy need to look at
2 thelist, you know. | really don't see how that's
3 relevant to anything here.

4 MR. WATSON: It's not, Judge.
5 A. Idon't know what your motiveisfor asking.
6 MR. WATSON: Judge, if you don't know

7 something, you don't need to speculate. | mean, he can
8 ask aquestion, but if you don't know, you don't know --
9 THE WITNESS: Y eah.

10 MR. WATSON: -- becauseit's not in front

11 of you.

12 Go ahead.

13 Q. (BY MR.CICILIANO) Has Colonel North donated

14 money to you?

15 A. What?

16 Q. HasColonel North donated money?

17 A. No. No.

18 Q. HavetheKnoxs provided you any money?

19 A. No.

20 Q. HasRocky Marshal provided you any funds?
21  A. | believeso.

22 Q. AndisRocky Marshall's representation being

23 paid through the Restore The NRA aswell?
24 A. |think he's paid for some himself. You'll

25 haveto ask him.
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1 MR. CICILIANO: It'snot purely cross.

2 MR. WATSON: Soitisapurely cross.

3 MR. CICILIANO: It'snot purely cross.

4 MR. WATSON: Okay.

5 MR. CICILIANO: And it aso getsinto,

6 like said, the motives and the basis for the motion.

7 Q. (BY MR.CICILIANO) Isanyonefrom Ackerman
8 McQueen providing you money?

9 A. No
10 Q. Isanyonefromthe New York Attorney Genera
11 providing you money?
12 A. No.
13 Q. TheNew York government?
14  A. No.
15 Q. Areyou receiving money --
16 A. I'msureCuomoisgoing to cal me, yeah.
17 Q. I'msurehe's not making many calls.
18 But --
19 A. Yeah
20 Q. -- arepast board members contributing money?
21 A. Yes
22 Q. Who arethey?
23  A. Sitting board members and past ones, yes.
24 Q. Let'sstart with the past board members. What

25 past board members?
Page 111

1 Q. Okay. Inthisaction you are being deposed,

2 the movants attempted to take your deposition all the

3 way back in February. Isn't that correct?

4  A. | remember having a conversation with my

5 counsel about that topic.

6 Q. Andoutside of -- and we have the emails. |

7 am just trying to give you a date range. Outside of --

8 not with your counsel, | apologize.

9 Outside of communications to your counsel,
10 have you had any direct communications with counsel for
11 the New York Attorney General or Ackerman McQueen?
12 A. No.
13 Q. Andinyour motion to appoint an examiner, you
14 state that the -- you or your counsel states that the
15 movant is a creditor holding both aliquidated claim and
16 acontingent liquidated claim. What's your
17 understanding of your liquidated claim?
18 MR. WATSON: Objection, callsfor lega
19 conclusion. He's not a bankruptcy expert.
20 THE WITNESS: That'sfor sure.
21 A. Yeah, | only started learning about thison
22 January 16th.
23 MR. WATSON: And furthermore, it goesto
24 attorney/client privileges and things that have been

25 disclosed and discussed with him privately by his
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1
2 question.

3 THE WITNESS: Thank you.
4

a1

establish standing for his motion.

7 understanding of what your claimis?
8 MR. WATSON: Same objection.

10 not to disclose what hisclaim is?

12 what hisclaimis. Wefiled it in 2019.

14 understanding of what that was?

17 clamsare.
18 THE WITNESS: Thank you.

21 third or the fourth filing in the bankruptcy.
22 there.

24 other claims against the NRA?
25 A. Notthat I'm aware of.

counsel, so | am instructing him not to answer that

MR. CICILIANO: And | am trying to

6 Q. (BY MR.CICILIANO) Sowhat isyour

9 MR. CICILIANO: And you're directing him
11 MR. WATSON: | think he has disclosed
13 Q. (BY MR.CICILIANO) And what is your
15 MR. WATSON: Judge, you can answer to the

16 extent of your knowledge of what in general terms your

19  A. | amduereimbursement for travel to the board
20 meetings, and they arelisted in -- | think it was the

I'min

23 Q. (BY MR.CICILIANO) Okay. And do you have any

Page 114

1 A. |think--
2 MR. WATSON: Objection, speculation.
3 A. | think my wifedid. Y eah, someone had to
4 fill out theform. | think my wife sent it in for me.
5 Q. (BY MR.CICILIANO) But no one came to you and
6 said, Judge Journey, we would really like you to beon
7 the board?
8 MR. WATSON: Same objection, speculation.
9 Go ahead.
10 A. Allright. No, there were -- there were
11 people, and | had several conversations at Indianapolis
12 with --
13 Q. (BY MR.CICILIANO) And who were --
14  A. -- some current board members.
15 Q. Andwho arethose current board members?
16 A. | remember having a conversation with Marion
17 Hammer and Sandy Froman and Herb Lanford and Dan --
18 there were several that | talked to that | can't
19 identify because | don't know them that well and |
20 didn't remember their names, but | knew they had the
21 little pin on and so | knew who to talk to.
22 Q. Allright. Andin running for the NRA board,
23 did you place or take out any ads?
24 MR. WATSON: Objection to form.

25 Y ou can answer.
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3 board in 2020. Isthat correct?
4 A, Yes

7 A. Yes

9 board the second time?
10 A. Atlindianapoalis.

19 watched al that unfold. And then | went to

22 | need to go help.

24 nominate you for the position?
25 MR. WATSON: Objection.

11 MR. WATSON: Objection, form.
12 THE WITNESS: Okay.
13 MR. WATSON: You can answer,

1 Q. And speaking of board meetings, you said the
2 second time around you took -- | believe you got on the

5 Q. And as aboard member that second time around,
6 you've only been to the October and the January meeting?

8 Q. Andwhen did you decide to run for the NRA

Judge.

14  A. Wadll, | thought about it quite awhile, and

15 then | went to Indianapolis and watched a meeting there
16 and went to -- | didn't get to go to the Friday meeting
17 because | was at the legal seminar, but | went to the

18 Saturday meeting that's the members meeting, and |

the board

20 meeting on the following Monday and got bits and pieces
21 of that, watched what | could, and that was when | said

23 Q. (BY MR.CICILIANO) Did someone ask or
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1 A. ldidn'thaveany ads.
2 Q. (BY MR.CICILIANO) Didyou do any other type
3 of campaigning?

4 MR. WATSON: Objection to form.
5 A. Yes
6 MR. WATSON: You can answer.

7 A. Yes. | hadflyers. | went to the National

8 Gun Rights Policy Conference and spoke with lots of

9 people there. And then | wrote some pieces that were
10 published on the Internet on gun forums, you know, on
11 gun rights forums about what | wanted to do and why.
12 Q. (BY MR.CICILIANO) And did you fund al that
13 yourself?
14 MR. WATSON: Objection to form.
15 Y ou can answer.
16 A. | domost of my own writing, yes.
17 Q. (BY MR. CICILIANO) Didyou fundit --
18 A. Although | do edit my own stuff, so | have
19 somebody else proofread it for me.
20 Q. I havethesame problems. But did you fund,
21 did you pay for the flyers and the like yourself?
22 MR. WATSON: Objection to form.
23 Y ou can answer.
24 A. Yeah, I've till got the digital file

25 somewhere. Yeah, | handed them out at gun shows. |
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1 went to gun shows all over the Midwest. | was going to

2 gotoonein Vegas, but they didn't want me handing them
3 out there.

4 Q. (BY MR.CICILIANO) Did you spesk or have you
5 spoken with anyone affiliated with the New Y ork Attorney
6 General?

7 MR. WATSON: Objection, form. Objection
8 to form, and it calls for speculation.

9 THE WITNESS: Yeah.

10 MR. WATSON: And | think he's already

11 answered the question.
12 So I'm thinking you don't need to answer that
13 question, Judge.

14 MR. CICILIANO: It'salittle bit
15 different.
16 Q. (BY MR.CICILIANO) Sincethefiling of the

1 speculation.

2 A. Thatonel don't. | think hewas curious, |

3 guess.

4 Q. (BY MR.CICILIANO) He was curious about how

5 to notice a special meeting?

6 MR. WATSON: Objection to form.

7 A. That'sabigassumption. No. Hewas asking

8 about the bylaws regarding calling the meeting, and then

9 hewasn't aware that -- he thought | had already had the
10 deposition, and | explained to him what happened at the
11 previous setting and that we were going to go shortly
12 and | had to let him go because | had to come meet you
13 all.
14 Q. (BY MR.CICILIANO) So you had previously
15 spoken with Mr. Knox about your deposition. |sthat
16 correct?

17 New York Attorney Genera action, have you spokenwith |17  A. | think --

18 anyone affiliated with the New Y ork Attorney General's 18 MR. WATSON: Objectionto form. It

19 office? 19 mischaracterizes his testimony. | think --

20 MR. WATSON: Same objection. He's 20  A. Ithink--

21 answered the question. 21 MR. WATSON: Hold on, Judge. Hold on

22  A. Andtheanswer'sno. 22 before you say anything else.

23 Q. (BY MR.CICILIANO) When wasthe last timeyou| 23 That mischaracterizes histestimony. That's

24 spoke with Jeff Knox? 24 not what he said.

25 A. About three hours ago. 25 Q. (BY MR.CICILIANO) Haveyou previously spoke
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1 Q. Andwhat did you speak with Mr. Knox about? 1 with Mr. Knox about your deposition?
2 A. How hegot the bylaws wrong, saying that it 2 A. | believewedid communicate, and | told him
3 was a 30-day window to call an emergency board meeting | 3 that it was set and | was curious on your
4 when the bylaws had been changed and it was only seven. | 4 interrogatories how you want meto tell you about my
5 Q. Soyou were consulting with Mr. Knox regarding 5 talking to reporters. | mean, | can talk about The New
6 the nature -- when you say "the bylaws," the NRA's 6 York Times, The Wall Street Journal or othersthat I've
7 bylaws? 7 been in conversations with, too.
8 A. Ithink it wasthe other way around. | think 8 Q. Sowhenwasthefirst --
9 hewas asking me. 9 A. Andl know with Knox it's kind of personal

10 Q. About the NRA's bylaws? 10 with everybody back in Fairfax.

11 A. Yes 11 Q. Sowhenwasthefirst timeyou talked with

12 Q. Didyou talk about anything else with him at 12 Mr. Knox about your deposition?

13 that time? 13 A. Idon't know.

14 MR. WATSON: Objection to the form, 14 Q. Shortly -- how many times have you talked with

15 speculation. 15 Mr. Knox about your deposition?

16  A. Just how much fun | was going to have this 16 MR. WATSON: Objection, asked and

17 afternoon. 17 answered.

18 Q. (BY MR.CICILIANO) Andwhat precipitatedthe | 18  A. | don't know. I've been talkingto alot of

19 conversation? 19 people. You know, it's hell when you're popular.

20 A. Hecaled me. 20 Q. (BY MR.CICILIANO) It'shell whenyou're

21 MR. WATSON: Objection to form. 21 what?

22 A. Yeah, hecaled me. 22 A. It'shdl when you're popular.

23 Q. (BY MR.CICILIANO) Anddoyouknowwhy he | 23 Q. When did you speak to The New Y ork Times?

24 caled you? 24 A. They'rewaitingonacall.

25 MR. WATSON: Objection to form, 25 Q. Sohaveyou spoken to them yet?
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1 A. Yes. Wevebeenincommunication.

2 Q. Haveyou provided them any documents?

3 A. No. | haven't provided anybody documents.
4 Q. What didyou tell The New York Times?

5 A. Actuadly, they were asking me questions. A

6 lot of them | won't answer. But essentially along the

7 samelinesyou al have been talking about, and | told

8 them | would prefer to wait until after this. So, you

9 know -- because | knew what was going to happen with the
10 Free Beacon'sinterview.
11 Q. Andwhenyou say there was alot of questions
12 you wouldn't answer from The New Y ork Times, what were
13 those questions?
14  A. Very similar to the ones| wouldn't answer for
15 you al.

1 bottom of the controversies that have swirled around NRA
2 for years. You know, | can't go to agun club meeting.
3 | can't goto agun show. | can't go to our Kroger
4 store and not have somebody ask me about this, because
5 they all know that in Kansas I'm the guy. Y ou know, I'm
6 the guy that wrote "Right to Carry." I'm the guy that
7 wrote "Preemption.” 1'm the guy that wrote,
8 "Legalization of Title!l," "Firearms and Devices." In
9 Kansas there's only one person that's been at the
10 forefront of this since the 1980s, and that's me. So
11 everybody knows me. Everybody asks.
12 Q. (BY MR.CICILIANO) Andyou'rewilling to tell
13 anyone who asks. Right?
14 A, What?
15 Q. Andyou arewilling to tell anyone that asks.

16 Q. Regarding what occurred during the special -- 16 Isn't that right?

17  A. Yeah, they want to know what happened in the 17 MR. WATSON: Objection, callsfor

18 executive session. 18 speculation.

19 Q. Andwhen wasthelast time you spoke with The 19 MR. MASON: Misstates his testimony.

20 Wall Street Journal? 20 MR. WATSON: It misstates factsin

21 A. 48hoursago. 21 evidence.

22 Q. Andwhat did you tell them? 22 THE WITNESS: Yeah, | don't like that

23 A. That| wanted to wait until after this. 23 question. That's not true, and | don't like the

24 Q. "This' being the deposition? 24 supposition that comes with it.

25 A. Yes 25 MR. WATSON: And you don't have to answer

Page 122 Page 124

1 Q. Okay. After thisdeposition, you intend to 1 it, udge.
2 speak to both The New York Times and The Wall Street 2 THE WITNESS: Thank you.
3 Journa? 3 MR. CICILIANO: So you're directing him

4 A. Among others.
5 Q. What arethe others?
6 A. I'vegottolook at my phone. Let'ssee. Oh,

7 ABC, somebody in Europe. | don't know who that is. And
8 another guy in Australia, afriend of mine.

9 Q. Andtheintent thereisto give aninterview

10 to all those news outlets. Isthat correct?

11 A. Well see. | may. | may not.

12 MR. WATSON: Objection. That's

13 speculation.

14 A. Thatis, yeah.

15 Q. (BY MR.CICILIANO) And what's your motivation

16 for talking to The New Y ork Times?

17 MR. WATSON: Objection, speculation,

18 because it assumes facts not in evidence.

19 A. I wouldthink that it would be obvious that

20 there would be a number of tasks that could be

21 accomplished. One, it would be to help with the

22 fundraising to keep thisissuein front of the public's

23 eye so that members know that there's somebody out there
24 that'strying to represent them and so that members know

25 that there's somebody out there trying to get to the
Page 123

4 not to answer?
5 MR. WATSON: Well, isthere aquestion or
6 isit you testifying?

7 MR. CICILIANO: Yeah, it'san absolute

8 question.

9 MR. WATSON: Okay. Would you restate it?
10 MR. CICILIANO: Yeah.

11 Q. (BY MR.CICILIANO) Youll talk to anyone

12 about the NRA that asks. Isn't that right?

13 A. No, that's not.

14 MR. WATSON: Okay. Thereyougo. You
15 got your answer.

16 Q. (BY MR.CICILIANO) So who have you refused to
17 tak to?

18 MR. WATSON: Objection, speculation.

19 A. Theones| believe that would not be able to

20 add to the conversation or would use information to the
21 detriment of the association.

22 Q. (BY MR.CICILIANO) And I believein your

23 article-- or | believein your article that you posted

24 when you were running for the board, you had commented

25 that The New Y ork Times -- certainly you question the
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1 veracity of what The New Y ork Times publishes. Isn't
2 that true?
3 A. Yes
4 Q. Butyet youwould speak to them even though
5 they may not have the best interest of the NRA at heart.
6 Right?
7 MR. WATSON: Objection, callsfor lega
8 conclusion, calls for speculation, and also assumes
9 facts not in evidence.
10 Y ou can answer the question, Judge, but --
11 A. I may not-- | may not believe The New Y ork
12 Times, but | don't mind using them.
13 Q. (BY MR.CICILIANO) And that's using them
14 truly to get the message out that the NRA has a good
15 purpose at its core. Isn't that right?
16  A. |think my messageis quite clear, because
17 you'veread the article that | wrote on ammo. So, you
18 know, outside of that, I'm sure you've read the other
19 articlesI've written, too, about political action and
20 how to keep the election cycle from melting down as it
21 did.
22 Q. Andsowhat-- | mean, just succinctly, what
23 isyour message?
24  A. My messageisthat | want to restore trust

25 between the leadership and the membership of NRA.
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reality that could occur, yes.

Q. And likewise, you said dismissing these
bankruptcies could very likely result in the termination
of the NRA as agoing concern. Isn't that right?

MR. WATSON: Objection, callsfor lega
conclusion.

A. What paragraph?

Q. (BY MR. CICILIANO) | was-- it wasin your
opposition to the New Y ork Attorney General's dismissal
of the -- or request to dismiss the bankruptcy?

MR. WATSON: | believe that if we're
going to talk about documents that you're reading from,
| think they should be put into evidence so he can know
what you're referencing.
MR. CICILIANO: Sure, that would be fine.
THE WITNESS: That would be really
helpful, because | mean, you know, I've read hundreds of
documents, you know. Think about what | do every day.
MR. CICILIANO: | appreciate that. And
Counsel, | am trying not to string this along so we
can -- so | will ask one more question, and | don't need
to put the document up.

Q. (BY MR. CICILIANO) But do you believe

dismissing these bankruptcy cases could likely --

MR. WATSON: Okay. Beforeyou go
Page 128
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25

Q. And that only occurs through the continued
existence of the NRA. lsn't that correct?

A. | certainly want the NRA to continue to exist,
yes.

Q. Now | believein -- you don't -- or pardon me.

Y ou spoke at length, | believe, with my

colleagues on the other side about whether or not there
was authority to file the bankruptcy. Do you recall
that?

A. Yes

Q. And despite your position that you think that
there may not have been authority, you don't oppose the
bankruptcy. Correct?
14 A. | don't know about that. Y ou know, | don't
15 oppose the move to Texas, iswhat we said in the
16 petition. | don't know that the bankruptcy was
17 necessary to accomplish that. And | think the
18 motivation, as| seeit for the bankruptcy, told me a
19 lot about the quality of the lawsuit in New Y ork.
20 Q. Andinfact, your pleadings, though, do say
21 these bankruptcy cases may represent the only path
22 forward to preserve the NRA for the benefit of its
23 creditors, members and other interested parties. Isn't
24 that right?
25  A. | think that's arecognition of thelegal
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1 further, then | would object and | would say that the

2 pleadings speak for themselves, but go ahead.

3 MR. CICILIANO: Okay.

4 Q. (BY MR.CICILIANO) Do you believe, Judge,
5 that dismissing these bankruptcy cases could very likely
6 result in the termination of the NRA as a going concern?

7 MR. WATSON: Objection, callsfor lega
8 conclusion.
9 But to the extent you're not making alegal

10 judgment, Judge, you can answer based on your

11 understanding.

12 A. Yeah, | don't know what the judgein the

13 bankruptcy caseis going to do, you know. | mean, this
14 thing could go so many different ways. And | know that
15 theway | would like to see it go would be to restore

16 corporate governance, put the safeguards -- turn the

17 safety switches back on, restore trust and relationship
18 between the leadership and the membership and keep
19 general operations running, because | think everybody
20 else, except for the debtors' counsel and us, want to

21 kill the cow rather than milk it.

22 Q. (BY MR.CICILIANO) You're saying that

23 debtors counsel wantsto kill the cow or --

24 A. No. I'msaying you're the only one with me

25 that doesn't want to kill the cow.
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1 Q. Wadll, I appreciate you saying that. And |
2 do -- so you do believe that through the bankruptcy it's
3 possible to restore the corporate governance and restore
4 the trust in those other factors you talked about?
5 A. That's-- that's my goal.
6 Q. Andisthereany reason that you -- well, do
7 you doubt the independence of the unsecured creditors
8 committee?
9 MR. WATSON: Objection. Objection to
10 form, and it calls for speculation and possible motives
11 of aparty that's not even present. | think they have
12 representatives, but they're not even activein this
13 deposition.
14 But subject to those objections, Judge, you
15 can give your opinion about what you think -- your
16 feelings on the committee.
17 A. WEéll, the creditor's committee. Isn't that
18 specia? That, you know, we end up with what the New
19 York Attorney General could call a co-conspirator end up
20 running the investigation and act as atrustee on the
21 creditor's committee. | don't know how anybody gets
22 around that concept.
23 Q. (BY MR.CICILIANO) And you're talking about
24 Ackerman McQueen?

25 A. Yes
Page 130

1 out hereisare you aware that the unsecured creditors
2 committee has the power to investigate claims?
3 A. Yes
4 Q. Okay. Andthey have the ability to examine
5 the debtors' pre- and post-petition management?
6 A. Yes
7 Q. Andareyou aware that the unsecured creditors
8 committee has the ability to monitor the -- or
9 investigate the management practices being employed by
10 the operation of the NRA?
11 MR. WATSON: Objection. Objection, calls
12 for lega conclusions. Thejudgeis not a bankruptcy
13 lawyer. He'snot -- he just said that he hasn't read
14 the most recent filing of the committee, so | don't
15 think it'sfair to have him speculate about what the
16 committee's powers are. And he's not aware of it.
17 MR. CICILIANO: | appreciate that. And
18 thelearned judge has also testified to what he believes
19 requires corporate authority. So | am just asking
20 whether or not he was aware that the unsecured creditors
21 committee has the ability to investigate the management
22 practices of the NRA.
23 MR. WATSON: But do you know -- to the
24 extent you know that, Judge, you can answer to the

25 extent you know; but if you don't know, then you don't
Page 132

1 Q. You're aware that the creditor's committee,

2 though, has opposed the request that they seek. Right?
3 A. Ithought Ackerman McQueen filed a motion to
4 dismiss the case and appoint a trustee.

5 Q. Yes, but the creditor's committee has opposed
6 that relief. Areyou --
7 MR. WATSON: | am going to object to the
8 instruction.
9 A. Idon'tknow about that.
10 MR. WATSON: Well, hold on, Judge.
11 THE WITNESS: Okay.
12 MR. WATSON: To the extent you know
13 something, you can testify to it; and to the extent you

14 don't, you shouldn't. Okay?

15 THE WITNESS: Thank you.

16 MR. WATSON: Do you want to reask your
17 question, Dylan?

18 MR. CICILIANO: Yeah, sure.

19 Q. (BY MR.CICILIANO) Areyou aware that the

20 unsecured creditors committee has objected to the relief
21 sought by Ackerman McQueen to dismiss the action and
22 appoint atrustee?

23 A. | havenot had an opportunity to review that
24 filing.
25 Q. Andhonestly, sir, what | am trying to figure
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1 know.
2 A. My --my very limited understanding that |
3 have gained of Chapter 11 law since January 15th tells
4 methat the creditors committee acts kind of like the
5 trustee until atrustee or an examiner is appointed.
6 You know, | could be wrong on that. | probably need to
7 ask Jermaine.
8 Q. (BY MR.CICILIANO) Okay. And | certainly
9 don't want you to ask Jermaine here. I'm just
10 wondering -- I'm just wondering is there areason why
11 the creditors committee can't do the same things that
12 you're proposing an examiner would do?
13 MR. WATSON: Again, calsfor legal
14 conclusion and speculation about things that, you know,
15 he doesn't have knowledge of. He's not an expert in
16 bankruptcy.
17 And again, Judge, to the extent you understand
18 what a committee does and what it can and cannot do, you
19 can answer; but to the extent you don't, | am going to
20 instruct you not to answer.
21 A. |don't know what they're doing. | haven't
22 seen anything that they've done that would be along
23 those lines of an investigation, but, you know, you guys
24 areall inside. | havelistened to a couple of 341

25 meetings and | think the hearing on Monday, and that was
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1 about it. | really enjoyed that first motion docket.

2 That was fun to watch. When you had like a hundred
3 lawyers on the screen, that was the craziest thing I've
4 ever seen.

5 Q. (BY MR.CICILIANO) We may be able to agree to

6 that.
7 What | am trying to get to hereisthat you
8 filed amotion to appoint an examiner, and | am trying
9 to understand what you think the examiner can do that
10 the unsecured creditors committee won't do.
11 MR. WATSON: | am going to object to that
12 question because | think the pleadings that Judge
13 Journey has authorized, both in our motion and in the
14 response to the other pending motions, speak for
15 themselves and are the best evidence of what he
16 understands an examiner's position to be.
17 But to the extent you know, Judge -- to the
18 extent you can answer his question that you know, you
19 know --

20 THE WITNESS: Yes--
21 MR. WATSON: -- definitively, you can
22 answer.

23 A. Thereason | asked for an examiner was because
24 | felt it was necessary, given the past history, that a
25 neutral and objective investigator and factfinder needed

Page 134

1 every day | end up with he said/she said in family law.
2 And you know, | knew | couldn't do the investigation. |
3 don't havetimefor it. And once they went into
4 bankruptcy court, | wanted to look at my options and |
5 thought the examiner position was the best to find out
6 what's going on. Now, you know, depending on what the
7 examiner finds, | may change my position.
8 Q. (BY MR.CICILIANO) But right now you're just
9 trying to get to the bottom of things. That's accurate?
10 A. That'sexactly -- that's anice way to put it,
11 yeah.
12 Q. Now I marked some of the same paragraphs that
13 opposing counsel did to ask you about, and | just want
14 tofollow up and just confirm.
15 When you would say things, | believein your
16 pleadings, upon information and belief the NRA violated
17 itsfiduciary duties under New Y ork law, that was based
18 on what you read from the AG's complaint. Isthat

19 right?

20 MR. WATSON: Objection to form. | think
21 it callsfor legal conclusions.

22 But go ahead, Judge.

23 THE WITNESS: Okay. I'm sorry. I'm

24 sorry, Jermaine.

25 MR. WATSON: And -- well, and | have
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to go in because | had essentially staff, counsel or
others | believe misrepresent things to me, and so the
trust | had evaporated on January 15th.

Q. (BY MR. CICILIANO) | appreciate that. And
going back to, | think, what you said earlier, you don't
have any reason to doubt or question my firm. Isthat
right?

A. | don't have any reason to question you, ho.

Q. Okay. Andyou believe that the appointment of
atrustee would be overly destructive to the NRA's
operations. Isthat correct?

MR. WATSON: | am going to object to the
13 extent you're reading from pleadings filed in the case
14 because they speak for themselves.
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15 And to the extent --

16 MR. CICILIANO: | am reading from my

17 notes.

18 MR. WATSON: Okay. But to the extent you
19 are, those pleadings speak for themselves.

20 But Judge, to the extent you know, you can

21 answer.

22 A. | thought the examiner path was the best path

23 to take because it was the way to find out whether the
24 accusations that have been surrounding NRA for so long
25 aretrue or not true. Because, you know, every day --
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1 another objection, too.

2 To the extent it mischaracterizes his

3 testimony, because | don't believe he testified to that.
4 | believe he said it was his opinion, and he gave the
5 basisfor his opinion.

6 But subject to those objections, you can
7 answer, Judge.
8 THE WITNESS: Thank you.

9 A. TheNew York Attorney General's petition was
10 not the only source of information, that it includes
11 thousands of articles that have been in magazines or
12 newspapers over the past five to six yearsthat | have
13 compiled as| followed the association.
14 Q. (BY MR.CICILIANO) And | believeyou
15 testified that you think the corporate governance needs
16 to berestored. Isthat correct?
17 A. Yes
18 Q. Andwhat'sthe basisfor that belief?
19  A. Thefact that -- there's so many things. It
20 appeared to mein reviewing the articles, my personal
21 observations at functions, such asthe NRA board
22 meetings, at the annual meetings, that the review of the
23 newspaper articles, the petitions filed by the New Y ork
24 Attorney Genera and don't forget the Washington, D.C.

25 one, too, all gave me great concern regarding the
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1 corporate governance and essentially the safety switches
2 all being bypassed, whether it's the audit committee or
3 other subentitiesinside the NRA.

4 Q. | believeyou testified to the effect that you
5 don't know how Wayne LaPierre can get out of this. Is
6 that right?
7 MR. WATSON: Objection.
8 A. ldont--
9 MR. WATSON: Objection. Objection. Hold
10 on. That mischaracterizes his testimony.
11 THE WITNESS: Yeah.
12 MR. WATSON: That wasn't the complete
13 nature of histestimony.

1 Q. Andsoevery threeyears, you have a new

2 batch of directors. Isthat right? Well, sorry, not a
3 new batch. Let me take a step back.

4 At least every three years, each director is

5 then up for reelection again. Isthat right?

6 MR. WATSON: Objection. Objection, it
7 callsfor speculation.

8 And you can answer to the extent that you

9 know, Judge, but --

10 THE WITNESS: Y eah, thank you.
11 A. Board members are generally elected for a
12 three-year period, but if they're elected to fill an

13 unexpired term of a member that's resigned of the board,

14 But you can answer. Y ou can answer, Judge. 14 then they could be elected. For example, there were --
15 A |- 15 | think in the last election, there were 25 three-year
16 Q. (BY MR.CICILIANO) You don't seehow hegets | 16 terms, two or three two-year terms, and one or two
17 out, isthat what you said? Sorry. 17 one-year termsthat al were on the same ballot because
18 MR. WATSON: Same objection. 18 they were filling the slots for people that had |€ft the
19 Go ahead, Judge. 19 board.
20 A. Youknow, I'vegot to tell you that when | was 20 Q. (BY MR.CICILIANO) Okay. Put another way,
21 at the January board meeting, when | saw Wayne, | had 21 though, at least once every three years directors are
22 great concern for him and his health. It was apparent 22 accountable to the members who can either elect them or
23 to methat heis subject to a significant amount of 23 not elect them. Correct?
24 dtress because of al of these things going around. 24 A. That'strue.
25 And, you know, | want to say that | empathized with him, | 25 Q. And every year the directors are able to elect
Page 138 Page 140
1 and | can't imagine what he's going through right now. 1 the EVP. Isthat correct?
2 Y ou know, you have to understand that 1've 2 A. That'strue.
3 known al these people for decades. Y ou know, it's not 3 Q. Andinfact, you yourself approved the
4 like | walk in off the street and meet a stranger. You 4 contract of Mr. LaPierre. Isthat right?
5 know, | knew Wayne before he was EV P, when he was 5 A. Yes. Hewasélected EVP on October 24th.
6 running in lowa, and | went and interviewed for ajob 6 Q. Andl believeyou said you started reading
7 with him. 7 about the lawsuits with the NRA three years ago. Right?
8 Q. (BY MR.CICILIANO) Sol may have 8 A. Yes
9 misunderstood you. When you said youdon'tseehowhe | 9 Q. Andyou were certainly aware of the New Y ork
10 gets out and then talked about concerns about his health 10 Attorney General's allegations well before January.

[EEY
[N

and the like, are you saying you don't know how he could
personally weather this or how he could -- how this

[EEY
N

13 could resolve with him still being in charge of the NRA?
14  A. All of the above.

15 Q. Okay. Andthe EVPisappointed. Isn't that

16 right?

17  A. No, the EVPisédlected by the board.

18 Q. Okay. And how oftenis he elected?

19  A. Annuadly.

20 Q. Andthe members elect -- the members elect

21 one-third of the directors every three years. Isthat

N
N

right?

A. Essentidly, yes, but there are fluctuations
24 because there have been so many resignations from the
25 board.

N
w

Page 139

11 Correct?

12 A. Yes. | read that opinion on the 5th, on

13 August 5th. | actualy threw up about 40 pagesin.

14 MR. CICILIANO: And counsdl, if | could
15 have probably five minutes just to confer with my

16 colleagues, | may be done.

17 MR. WATSON: Sure. How much more time do
18 you anticipate?

19 MR. CICILIANO: | don't know that I'll

20 need any more time iswhat I'm saying. | just want to
21 check.

22 MR. WATSON: Okay. Sure. We can go off
23 the record.
24 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: Thetimeis7:16. We

25 are off the record.
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1 (Break from 7:16 p.m. to 7:23 p.m.)
2 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: Thetimeis 7:23.
3 We're back on the record.
4 Q. (BY MR.CICILIANO) Judge Journey, previously
5 wetestified -- or we talked about some of the
6 alegationsinthe New York AG'scomplaint. You're
7 familiar with the allegations they make. Isthat
8 correct?
9 A. Yes
10 Q. Doyou have personal percipient knowledge of
11 the alegationsin the complaint?
12 A. No.
13 Q. You'refamiliar with the allegations that the
14 Washington, D.C. Attorney General has made. |sthat
15 correct?
16 A. Yes.
17 Q. Doyou have personal percipient knowledge of
18 those allegations?
19 A. No.
20 Q. Youtaked about governance failures at the
21 NRA. Do you have personal knowledge of governance
22 failures.
23 A. Only what | saw.
24 Q. Okay. And aside from what may have occurred

25 in special sessions or otherwise in the presence of
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1 Q. Yousaid perhapsin someinstances. Do you

2 have evidence that they were inaccurate?

3 A. | haveevidence that they're sure as hell hard

4 to read, that they don't impart a reasonable view or

5 description of the financial status. Often they're

6 brought out of context and without the juxtaposition

7 next to previous years for comparison purposes. |

8 certainly would like to have a more easily

9 understandable picture presented to the board and to me
10 about the financial circumstances surrounding any period
11 of timethat they oversee the NRA's operations.
12 Q. Soitwould befair to say you're looking for
13 robust accounting?

14 MR. WATSON: Objection, mischaracterizes
15 testimony.

16 A. Wadl, among other things.

17 Q. (BY MR.CICILIANO) And other things,

18 comparisonsto previous years. That's one of them?

19 A. Wdll, if oneisgoing to determine where

20 you're at, you need to know where you've been. It's

21 likefollowing aroadmap. If you see trends occurring

22 over afive-year period, it may give you an indication

23 that something needs to happen or something needs to be
24 corrected. But when you're looking at afinancial

25 statement for the last quarter without the context, it's
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counsel providing advice, what did you see asfar as
governance failures?

A. Waéll, | explained earlier how shocked | was at
the way the board operated at the October 24th board
meeting following the annual meeting in Tucson, that it
ran like a consent agenda. | know what that is. | know
what its purpose is under Robert's Rules of Order, and
it quite clearly was abused at that place and time.

Q. So aside from that instance at that meeting in
October, have you seen any other -- or do you have
personal knowledge of any other governance failures?

A. | think it was apparent at the January 7th
meeting that the governance failure was at the hand that
is at the heart of my motion.
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15 Q. Allright. Soasidefrom what'sinyour

16 motion, was there anything else?

17 A. Not that comesto mind at this moment.

18 Q. Youmentioned, | believe, accounting failures.

19 Areyou -- do you have any personal knowledge of

20 accounting failures occurring at the NRA?

21 A. |don'tknow if | would cal it accounting

22 failure or not, but | have to say that the financial

23 statements that I've had the opportunity to review are

24 |ess than informative and perhaps in some instances have

25 been far less than accurate.
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1 much more difficult to come to any reasonable conclusion
2 other than what they tell you.
3 Q. Asamember of the board, have you looked at
4 the bylaws to see what you could propose to make those
5 changes?
6 MR. WATSON: Objection to form,
7 speculation -- speculative.
8 A. I don't know that the bylaws would provide the
9 answer to the question that needs to be corrected. It's
10 not the bylaws themselves. It's the application of
11 those bylaws by staff and officers that has come up
12 short. | don't know that the bylaws aren't fine. It's
13 just they don't seem to follow them until they need to.
14 Q. (BY MR.CICILIANO) And asaboard member,
15 what have you done to promote management and staff
16 following the bylaws?
17  A. | have expressed concerns over a much longer
18 period of time than my short service in this term on the
19 board. | mean, you know, of the last, what, since
20 October 24th, what, |'ve been in aroom with the other
21 board members for about four and a half hours. You
22 know, what can you get done then? | haven't had
23 committee meetings. We would have a social function.
24 And you know, there are certain things that you can

25 bring up there, but you certainly don't want to jump on
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